Psalm 96— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines
e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book IV.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the Key to the charts.

Specific features of Psalm 96

o Like Psalm 93, Psalm 96 has a charmingly lucid and simple structure. With Psalm 91 it
shares two features: both are made up of 112 (16 x 7) words, and both are apparently
structured by the number 7.

With Psalm 95 it shares two features: the use of syntax to structure the text and the
absence of words directly addressed to God.

e The 11 occurrences of the name YHWH is a feature it shares with Psalm 94.

Strophic structure - Canto/Stanza boundary: || Sub-canto boundary: |

e Van der Lugt, Fokkelman and Labuschagne: 1-3, 4-6 || 7-8, 9-10 | 11-12, 13 (2 cantos
with 6 strophes, 14 verselines and 29 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words in the main clauses; d: words in the subordinate clauses.
e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 AT TR Y 1 4 4 4
T M 4 4 4

Total, v. 1 8 =4 +4 =8 +0
2 MY IDWPIITRY 2 4 4 4
Snpws oo M 4 4 4

Total, v. 2 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
3 AMTi22 020 3 3 3 3
Vel plablakn iy e 3 3 3

Total, v. 3 6 =3 +3 =6 + 0

Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-3 22 =11 +11 =22 + 0

4 AR DI M D 4 5 5 5

;DTN 9270 NI RTR 5 5 5

Total, v. 4 10 =5 +5 =0 +10

Numerical v. 1-2 16 =8 + 8 =16 + 0

Chiasmus v. 3-4 16 =8 + 8 =6 + 10

Total, v. 1-4 32 =16 + 16 =22 + 10

5 Ay ompT TN P2 D 5 5 5 5

Y oMY M 3 3 3

Total, v. 5 8 =5 +3 =0 + 8

Total, v. 2-5 32 =17 +15 =22 + 10
6 AMER TN 6 3 3 3
HUTRRD NRen) T 3 3 3

Total, v. 6 6 =3 +3 =6 + 0

Numerical v. 1-3 22 =11 +11 =22 + O

Strophe 2 Chiasmus v. 4-6 24 =13 +11 =6 + 18

Canto | Total, v. 1-6 46 =24 + 22 =28 + 18
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7 A DimEYn T En 7 4 4 4
77 712D -n-w‘v 127 4 4 4
22 =32 Total, v. 7 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
Total, v. 4-7 32 =17 + 15 =14 + 18
Total, v. 1-7 54 =28 +26 =36 + 18
8 Middle words/colon: MY 722 M2 a0 8 4 4 4
112 = 54 + {4+ 54 :1DIIZAS W) IMIMTNY 4 4 4
29 = 14 +[1] + 14 cola Total, v. 8 8 =4 +4 =8 + 0
Strophe 3 Total, v. 7-8 16 =8 + 8 =16 + O
9 AFTPTRITIZ MY NMRYR 9 4 4 4
7 WT52 TiEn 4 4 4
Totalv9 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
Sub-canto 1.1 Total, v. 7-9 24 =12 + 12 =24 + 0
Total, v. 1-9 70 =36 + 34 =52 + 18
10 Tor T O MR 10 4 4 4
AoidR~H3 D0 1o 5 5 5
O3 oMY T 3 3 3
Total, v. 10 12 =9 +3 =12 + 0
Strophe 4 Total, v. 9-10 20 =13 + 7 =20 + O
Total, v. 8-10 28 =17 + 11 =28 + 0
Total, v. 7-10 36 =21 +15 =36 + 0
11 AR Dan) T et 11 4 4 4
m‘vm o7 oy 3 3 3
Total, v. 11 7 =4 +3 =7 +0
Total, v. 9-11 27 =17 +10 =27 + O
12 MaTR R I Tty 12 5 5 3 2
STRYTOD W 5 5 5
Total, v. 12 10 =5 +5 =8 + 2
Strophe 5  Total, v. 11-12 17 =9 + 8 =15 + 2
13 mmoeh 13 2 2 2
7INT 0EYH X2 D R2 D 6 6 6
romenbomeEet 14 3 3 3
inpnRD o 2 2 2
Strophe 6 Total, v. 13 13 =11 + 2 =7 + 6
Sub-canto II.2 Total, v. 11-13 30 =20 +10 =22 + 8
Total, v. 10-13 42 =29 +13 =34 + 8
Total, v. 8b-13 54 =33 +21 =43 + 11
Canto I Total, v. 7-13 66 =41 +25 =58 + 8
Total, v. 4-13 90 =54 +36 =61 + 26
Total,v.1-13 112 =65 + 47 = 86 + 26

Observations

1. Interms of its 112 words, the arithmetic centre of the psalm is v. 8a (112 = 54 + 4 + 54),
which coincides with the middle colon (29 = 14 + 1 + 14):

Y 7132 7372 127 Ascribe to YHWH the glory due to his name.

This urgent call is undoubtedly the deliberately designed meaningful centre. It expresses
the quintessence of what this hymn of praise is all about: a call to celebrate and proclaim
YHWH's universal rule.
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Moreover, the phrase forms the climax of the 3 anaphoras at the beginning of Canto Il

The meaningful centre is flanked by 54 words, which means that it is embraced by 58
words (54 + 4 + 54), the numerical value of kebod-YHWH, representing the glory of
YHWH's name (58 = 32 + 26). See the General Introduction, "Special Patterns".

The glory of YHWH (signifying his presence!) is additionally emphasized by the kabod
numbers elswhere in the text: the 58 words in the main clauses of Canto Il (Column c),
and the 46 (2 x 23) words in total in Canto I. Special mention deserves the occurrence of
32 words in vs. 1-4, the numerical value of the keyword 7122 (20 + 2 + 6 + 4 = 32) in vs.
7b and 8a. It also features in vs. 2-5 and 4-7, in both cases as 32 = 17 + 15.

Additional emphasis is provided by the 7 occurrences of TS, 'to YHWH! (out of
altogether 11 instances of the name YHWH) precisely in the anaphora at the beginning
of Canto | (in vs. 1-2a), and Canto Il (in vs. 7-8a and 9a).
The idea of fullness is expressed by the fact that the psalm is made up of 112 (16 x 7)
words — which is also the case in Psalm 91 and 92. The 70 words in vs. 1-9 may perhaps
also have been chosen deliberately.
2. The device of the numerical chiasmus is used twice, of which the function is to tie
sections of the text in Canto | together: 1-2 + 3-4, as well as 1-3 + 4-6 (Strophes | and 2).
3. A feature shared with Psalm 95 is the apparent use of syntax to structure the text: 86
words in the main clauses (column c¢) and 26 in the subordinate clauses, generating still
another divine name number (Column d).

4. The divine name numbers woven into the text are to be found in:

vs. 2-5 17 words before atnach

vs. 4-7 17 words before atnach

vs. 1-7 26 words after atnach

vs. 1-9 34 (2 x 17) words after atnach

vs. 1-9 52 (2 x 26) words in the main clauses
vs. 8-10 17 words before atnach

vs. 9-11 17 words before atnach

vs. 11-12 17 words in total

vs. 10-13 34 (2 x 17) words in the main clauses
vs. 1-13 26 words in the subordinate clauses.

5. As is the case in Psalm 94, there are no less than 11 occurrences of the name 77",
Compare Observation 1 above, and also Observation 5 in my Analysis of Psalm 95. The
two occurrences of the word DTI"?;S refer to the gods of the nations (vs. 4b and 5a).
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