Psalm 78— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book Ill.
For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 78

From a logotechnical point of view, the most outstanding feature of Psalm 78 is the
relatively low density of the divine name numbers on the level of words. This can be
explained by the fact that the structure of the text is governed by the number 11, a
feature it shares with Judges 5. The structuring building blocks are arranged in a very
regular fashion: 11 + 33 + 33 = 77 verselines on canto level, 4 + 6 + 7+ 7 + 6 = 30
strophes, 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = 8 canticles, 2 + 2 = 4 sub-cantos, and 1 + 2 cantos.

The consciously designed meaningful centre is the middle verseline, v. 35 (38 + 1 + 38).
It is significantly highlighted by the divine title ]1"?:_;, of which the middle instance (of the
7 occurrences in the 11 Asaphite psalms) falls precisely within v. 35! Moreover, the
numerical value of ]ﬁ“?:_;, 58, determines the number of words in the middle canticle, vs.

32-39. The very next verse, v. 36, after the middle verseline, is marked in the margin of
the Leningrad Codex as the middle Masoretic verse of the Book of Psalms. To crown it
all, Psalm 78 is positioned at the centre of the 11 Asaphite psalms (73-83) in Book IIl.

A feature Psalm 78 shares with a considerable number of psalms is that it has distinct
meaningful centres elsewhere in the text, in addition to that of the psalm as a whole.

Strophic structure - Boundary of Canto: ||| Sub-canto: || Canticle: |

Van der Lugt: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 ||| 9-11, 12-14, 15-16 | 17-19, 20, 21-22 || 23-25, 26-28,
29-31 | 32-33, 34-35, 36-37, 38-39 ||| 40-41, 42-44, 45-46, 47-48 | 49-51, 52-53, 54-55 |||
56-58, 59-61, 62-64 | 65-66, 67-69, 70-72 (3 cantos divided into sub-cantos and
canticles, with 30 strophes, 77 verselines and 163 cola).

Fokkelman: 1-3, 4 | 5-6, 7-8 ||| 9-11, 12-13, 14-16 | 17-18, 19-20, 21-22 | 23-25, 26-28,
29-31 ||| 32-33, 34-35 | 36-37, 38-39 | 40-41, 42-43 ||| 44-45, 46-47 | 48-49, 50-51 | 52-
53, 54-55 | 56-58, 59-60 ||| 61-62, 63-64, 65-66 | 67-69, 70-72 (5 stanzas, 14 sub-
sections, with 32 strophes, 77 verselines and 165 cola (taking vs. 9 and 20a-b as tricola).
Labuschagne: same as Van der Lugt.

Logotechnical analysis

Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
Column c: words in Cantos Il and Ill; d: words in the Prologue, Canto I.
The verselines are numbered in violet.

Vsl. Total a b c d

mon’ D3 Heading 2 2
ATIR R TIINT 1 3 3
a7k oo en 4 4 4
~popmaInInEY 2 3 3 3
10RO DI e 4 4 4
Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-2 14 =6 + 8 =0 + 14
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3 ADPTI ADRY YR 3 3 3 3
1157729 WPiaN’ 3 3 3
4 omEn oINS 4 3 3
inisi Rmiie 2 2
AT RPN OTIE0RN. 5 3 3
TIY PN TRINGEN 4 4 4
Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-4 18 =11 + 7 = 0 + 18
Total, v. 1-4 32 =17 +15 = 2 + 32
5 Ba-b Middle verseline  2Pp2 1Mz o | 3 3
of Canto | (11 =5 +[1]+ 5) 5832 o T1im 3 3
NPDIINTIN TS IPR 7 4 4
:QTa oY TinD 2 2 2
6 PN T g NS 8 4 4
ATTE O3 2 2 2
;0725 120 WP 3 3 3
Strophe 3 Total, v. 5-6 21 =16 + 5 =0 + 21
7 obod orora M 9 3 3 3
AER—B5BY R IToEN N 4 4
IR PRI 2 2 2
8 OniaRD 1P R 10 3 3 3
1 0 M 3 3
Mah o Nb T 11 4 4
3 25NN TIRRIRD) 5 5 5
Strophe 4 Total, v. 7-8 24 =17 + 7 =0 + 24
Canto | Total, v. 1-8 77 =50 +27 =0 + 77
9 ANgpTRIT P oMIER ™I 12 5 5 5
;27 o3 10en 3 3 3
10 ADToR M2 Y N 13 4 4 4
:N25% 1w N7 3 3 3
11 ARy MDY 14 2 2 2
:ONIT N TiNGEY 3 3 3
Strophe 5 Total, v. 9-11 20 =11 + 9 =20 + O
Total, v. 7-11 44 =28 + 16 =20 + 24
12 ARDD Py ODiaR T3 15 4 4 4
HUSTTIY OO80 7IN3 4 4 4
13 ADTIPN DRI 16 3 3 3
737D oTIRn 4 4 4
14 Aopi w2 Emm 17 3 3 3
/1 i\ By el 4 4 4
Strophe 6 Total, v. 12-14 22 =10 +12 =22 + O
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15 AIZTRD DI PP 18 3 3 3
;7127 PIRFIND pYh 3 3 3
16 Appon DRI NRIM 19 3 3 3
.0 N2 TN 3 3 3

Strophe 7 Total, v. 15-16 12 =6 + 6 =12 + 0

Total, v. 12-16 34 =16 +18 =34 + 0

Canticle 11.1.1 v. 9-16 54 =27 +27 =54 + 0
17 ASRIS T e 20 4 4 4
713 170Y PiTnb 3 3 3
18 Agp253 *Hxmem 21 3 3 3
:DwRN? DR ONYD 3 3 3
19 TN OTTOND R 22 2 2 2
Ao By 3 3 3
IRV TN 3 3 3

Strophe 8 Total, v. 17-19 21 =12 + 9 =21 + O

20 B 2 1T T 23
falulvlalpinhy 2 2
Anp Do oo 24

:iPpR RY 1ooN 4 4 4

Strophe 9 Total, v. 20 15 =11 + 4 =15 + O
21 2NN M Y 1197 25 4 4 4
"IpE2 R URY, 3 3 3
:ONTR3 TR AN 1 4 4
22 ADTTOND MR NS D 26 4 4 4
Sinpagta e N, 3 3 3

Strophe 10 Total, v. 21-22 18 =11 + 7 =18 + O

Canticle 11.1.2 v. 17-22 54 =34 +20 =54 + 0

Sub-canto II.1 v. 9-22 108 =61 + 47 =108 + O
23 Aoy oUpMY I8N 27 3 3 3
MDD DPY N5 3 3 3
Middle verseline  A928% 11 TRy "HnN 4 4 4
Canto Il (33 = 16 + [ + 16) :inD 103 O3 4 4 4
25 Agg Don DR onl 20 4 4 4
w305 O MRy 4 4 4

Strophe 11 Total, v. 23-25 22 =11 +11 =22 + 0
26 AOPYD DR YR 30 3 3 3
R P 3 3 3
27 ATNY T BYD Oy B 31 4 4 4
:732 iy o Bimo 4 4 4
28 MR IR 0EN 32 3 3 3
1IN 2730 2 2 2

Strophe 12 Total, v. 26-28 19 =10 + 9 =19 + 0
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29 ATTRR WM SN 33 3 3 3
D777 N2 DO 3 3 3
30 ADDINAR 1TRY 34 3 3 3
;07792 0728 Ty 3 3 3
31 02 98 100N TN 35 4 4
AQTIRYRD 3T 2 2 2
;2727 DR 3 3 3
Strophe 13 Total, v. 29-31 21 =12 + 9 =21 + 0
Canticle 1121 v.23-31 62 =33 +29 =62 + 0
32 ATIYTINDTT INTTP0D 36 4 4
SPTIRDDID AR NG 3 3
33 Ao 53m279om 37 3 3
;115723 o’ 2 2
Strophe 14 Total, v. 32-33 12 =7 +5 =12 + 0
34 34-35a, middle words AT O3TON 38
(528 =259 + 10 + 259)  :°HN71IMELY 3L 3 3 3
[35 Meaningful centre AQ773 O o8 ™D 1M2M 4 4
Middle verseline (38+1+38) :0 28} 55N
11"7¥ =58 Strophe 15 Total, v. 34-35 13 =7 +6 =13 + 0
36 ADTE2 TN 40 2 2
:3571212° odiwhoy 3 3
37 ~py TiorNb 03P 41 4 4
:iM22 23N N5 3 3 3
Strophe 16 Total, v. 36-37 12 =6 + 6 =12 + 0
38 T ED DI N 42 4 4 4
b yivan ) 2 2 2
AMER 2P maam 43 3 3 3
lxlelniole e ) 4 4 4
39 AR PO O™ 44 4 4 4
LM N9 759 197 4 4 4
Strophe 17 Total, v. 38-39 21 =13 + 8 =21 + 0
Canticle 1122 v. 32-39 58 =133 +25 =58 + 0
Cantoll  Total,v.9-39 228 =127 +101 =228 + O
40 A2 I AND. 45 3 3 3
7NN ARy 2 2 2
41 AR DI IIWM 46 3 3 3
L0 DR U 3 3
Strophe 18 Total, v. 40-41 11 =6 +5 =11 + 0
42 ANTTTR 1IOTRD 47 4 4 4
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379N 0ITwR o 5 5 5
43 APDINR OS2 DR TWR 48 4 4 4
YRR oo 3 3 3
44 AQTIRT 079 BN 49 3 3 3
TIYD3 oo 3 3 3
Strophe 19 Total, v. 42-44 22 =11 +11 =22 + 0
45 ADooNT 2T DA RN 50 4 4
:ONTYR 2R 2
46 Ao Somh 1pm 51 3
NG 0P 2
Strophe 20 Total, v. 45-46 11 = + 4 =11 + 0
47 AQID) T3 09T 52
:2pIT2 Ry 2
48 AQTWw3 7735 e 53 3
Jalaivinipllalyiieial 2 2 2
Strophe 21 Total, v. 47-48 10 =6 + 4 =10 + 0
Canticle Il.1.1  v. 40-48 54 =30 +24 =54 + 0
49 BY (19T o3Pt 54 4 4 4
I8 BN sy 3 3 3
[DT PN T 3 3 3
50 BN Mok 55 3 3 3
~OYR1 MR PTG 1 1
£30M 270 anTm 3 3 3
51 AO™SN3 72350 M 56 4 4 4
;077 PIND OFiR ERT 4 4 4
Strophe 22 Total, v. 49-51 28 =18 + 10 =28 + O
52 ARy TNZD YPM 57 3
$727032 7P T 3
Total, v. 40-52 88 =51 +37 =88 + 0
53 A NP M2 o 58 4
gahinfiicloRalyymiyi ety 4
Strophe 23 Total, v. 52-53 14 =7 + 7 =14 + 0
54 MR 22708 ORI, 59 4 4
S IR M 4 4 4
55 0% 1077ER UM 60 3 3
AT 2203 0 3 3
e 7l =t =y R o 4 4 4
Strophe 24 Total, v. 54-55 18 =10 + 8 =18 + O
Canticle 111.1.2 v. 49-55 60 =35 +25 =60 + O
Sub-canto I11.1 v. 40-55 114 =65 + 49 =114 + O

© 2009 Casper J. Labuschagne ps078— rev 01/11/09 1:17 PM

Page 5



Middle vsl. 175y D 7oR™IN 0% 390 5 5 5
of Canto IIl (33=16+1+16) :1 XD 1w 3 3 3
57 ADPIIND TTIINEM 62 3 3 3
TIRINYRI VRT3 3 3
58 AOPINg2 DY 63 2 2 2
TR OTSron: 2 2 2

Strophe 25 Total, v. 56-58 18 =10 + 8 =18 + O
59 ATZUPM OTION BRY 64 3 3 3
:HR3 TR OXAM 3 3 3
60 ~BY 1R U 65 3 3 3
;07832 120 SR 3 3 3
61 Ay o 1P 66 3 3 3
:T3TT IRTNEM) 3 3 3

Strophe 26 Total, v. 59-61 18 = + 9 =18 + 0
62 APy 2709 M 67 3 3
:7. 2007 NS 2 2 2
63 AURTTTOOR T2 68 3 3 3
9537 85 1IN 3 3 3
64 AMSD1 32 IS 69 3 3 3
7230 N3 TRIRN) 3 3 3

Strophe 27 Total, v. 62-64 17 =9 + 8 =17 + 0

Canticle .21 v. 56-64 53 =28 +25 =53 + 0
65 AR WD PPN 70 3 3 3
$1M 130N 933D 3 3 3

66 AN IS 71 3 3

:in% 103 0%y NN 4 4 4

Strophe 28 Total, v. 65-66 13 =6 + 7 =13 + 0
67 Ao DRI oMM 72 3 3 3
;772 &S ovEN bowon 4 4 4
68 ATTITY DIYTIR MM 73 4 4 4
:27N PN P8 TN 5 5 5
69 MR OMTIND AN 74 4 4 4
:DPWY AR PN 3 3 3

Strophe 29 Total, v. 67-69 23 =11 + 12 =23 + O
70 AMTIY TR MmN 75 3 3 3
(N3 RS2 RN 3 3 3
71 TNy D 76 3 3 3
ARy 3Pp73 nivh, 3 3 3
Sinom Sy 2 2 2
72 ~Naboho oy 77 3 3 3
;07 152 NP 3 3 3
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Strophe 30 Total, v. 70-72 20 =12 + 8 =20 + O
Canticle 111.2.2 V. 65-72 56 =29 +27 =56 + 0
Sub-canto 111.2 v. 56-72 109 =57 +52 =109 + 0
Canto Il Total, v. 40-72 223 =122 +101 =223 + O
Cantos II-lll Total, v. 9-72 451 =249 +202 =451 + O

Total, v. 1-72 528 =299 +229 =451 + 77
Total, including the heading, v. 1-72 530 =301 +229

Observations

1. In terms of the 528 words of the psalm, the arithmetic centre is constituted by the 10
words in vs. 34-35a (5628 = 259 + 10 + 259). Though these words are in themselves
meaningful, they do not constitute the consciously designed meaningful centre. A
better candidate is to be found on verseline level, since the verseline appears to be
the primary compositional building block of the psalm (see Observation 4 below).
Moreover, as | shall demonstrate below, Psalm 78 has distinct meaningful centres on
verseline level in each of its three cantos. Therefore, there is every reason to look for
the meaningful centre of the entire psalm on the level of its 77 verselines. The middle
verseline is the 7-word verse 35 (38 + 1 + 38):

R DA Y A =i = iy b e R ol )
They remembered that God was their rock / and that God Most High redeemed them.

These 7 words express the quintessence of the salutary lessons to be drawn from
Israel's history according to this didactic poem. In terms of content, the meaningful
centre of Psalm 78 is very reminiscent of that of Psalm 77 (v. 12): “I will call to mind
the deeds of YHWH; yes, | will remember your wonders of old”, which demonstrates
the close connection between the two psalms.

The pivotal position of v. 35 as the central verseline is not only underscored by the
middle words overlapping it in v. 35a, but also by the fact that v. 35a happens to be
the pivotal colon (163 = 81 + 1 + 81). Additionally, the middle occurrence of the 3

instances of ]1'*‘?53, 'Most High' (vs. 17, 35, and 56) falls precisely within v. 35. In their

turn, these 3 instances constitute the arithmetic middle of the 7 occurrences of ]1'"'?53
in the Asaphite psalms: 73:11, 77:11, 78:17, 78:35, 78:56, 82:6, and 83:19.
In light of the pivotal positioning of the keyword '[1”‘?53 in Psalm 77 (see Observation 3

in my Analysis of Psalm 77), there is every reason to assume the deliberate use of
this keyword also here to focus attention on the meaningful centre. See the General
Introduction, "Special devices to highlight the meaningful centre".

2. A feature Psalm 78 shares with a considerable number of psalms is that it has
deliberately designed meaningful centres in other parts of the poem: in each of the
three cantos, as has been observed by Pieter van der Lugt (private communication).
The middle verseline of Canto | (vs. 1-8), v. 5a-b, may be regarded as its consciously
designed meaningful centre (11 =5+ 1 + 5):

o2 op TTIM 3pEi3 Ty OR)
He laid a solemn charge on Jacob and established a law in Israel.
It is intriguing to find that each of the two 3-word cola is made up of 13 letters, giving
26 in total, which represents the numerical value of the name YHWH.
The middle verseline of Canto Il (vs. 9-39), v. 24, would be a very fitting meaningful
centre of this 33-verseline canto (33 =16 + 1 + 16):
1 103 ERYIIT A D287 1R aoy e
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He rained down manna for them to eat // and gave them the grain of heaven.
The middle verseline of Canto Il (vs. 40-72), v. 56, would be a most appropriate
meaningful centre for this canto, which has also 33 verselines (33 =16 + 1 + 16):
Y KD PRI A 115y ot TIN 1nm e
Yet they provoked and defied God Most High // and did not observe his charges.
Read together in succession, the three extra meaningful centres express the crucial

factors in the relationship between YHWH and the people of Israel, highlighting them
as containing together the leading theme of the psalm:

YHWH gave them the law as the solemn charge laid on them (v. 5a-b),

YHWH gave them food from heaven in plenty in the desert (v. 24),

Yet they provoked God Most High, refusing to keep his solemn charges (v. 56).
The keyword N17Y, ‘solemn charge, obligatory decree’, occurs only here in the psalm
as a whole, where the two instances function as a device for inclusion to link the two
meaningful centres. In the same way, the keyword ]1"‘?53, ‘Most High’, in the third
centre serves to connect it to the meaningful centre of the psalm as a whole, v. 35,
where we find the pivotal instance of this important keyword in the Asaphite psalms.

3. Particularly interesting to note is that Psalm 78 is positioned exactly at the centre of

the 11 Asaphite psalms of Book IIl.” Its central positioning is strongly emphasized by
the fact that the middle occurrence of the 7 instances of '[1'“?5_,_7 in the 11 Asaphite
psalms is to be found precisely in Ps. 78:35! It features in 73:11, 77:11, 78:17, 78:35,
78:56, 82.6, and 83:19. For its significance, see the Introduction to Book III.
In light of this, it is not surprising to find that the middle canticle (coinciding with the 4
middle strophes), vs. 32-39, in which the meaningful centre is positioned, is made up
of 58 words. This number represents the numerical value of ]1’“?:; (16+12+10+6+14).
For the use of the gematric value of a keyword as a structuring device, see the
General Introduction, pp. 13-14.

4. The psalm divides into an introductory canto, followed by 8 canticles divided over 2
cantos with 4 sub-cantos:

vs.1-8 Canto | 4 strophes 11 verselines
vs. 9-16 Canticle I1.1.1 3 strophes (8 verselines
vs. 17-22 Canticle 11.1.2 13 3 strophes 7 verselines
vs. 23-31 Canticle 11.2.1 3 strophes 33 9 verselines
vs. 32-39 Canticle 11.2.2 4 strophes (9 verselines
vs. 40-48 Canticle Ill.1.1 4 strophes 9 verselines
vs. 49-55 Canticle 111.1.2 13 3 strophes 7 verselines
vs. 56-64 Canticle 111.2.1 3 strophes 33 9 verselines
vs. 65-72 Canticle I1.2.2 3 strophes \8 verselines

vs. 9-72 Cantos lI-lll 26 strophes 66 verselines|

vs. 1-72 Cantos I-lII 30 strophes 77 verselines|

" First observed, as far as | know, by Beat Weber, Psalm 77 und sein Umfeld. Eine poetologische
Studie (Bonner Biblische Beitrdge 103), Weinheim: Beltz Athendum, 1995. See now also his
contribution “Der Asaph-Psalter — eine Skizze”, in: B. Huwyler, e.a. (eds.), Prophetie und Psalmen,
(FS K. Seybold, AOAT 280), Minster 2001, pp. 117-141, especially pp. 134ff.
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The cantos, canticles, strophes, and verselines appear to be the main building blocks
employed by the author to shape the text into this particularly regular structure. On
strophic level, Cantos Il and Il divide into 13 strophes each to generate the divine
name number 26. The four sub-cantos have two canticles each, arranged in a
chiastic pattern on strophic level: 6 + 7 and 7 + 6 = 26.

Viewed from the heart of the psalm as a whole, the middle canticle, vs. 32-39, we get
the following pattern:

vs. 1-31 13 strophes
vs. 32-39 4 strophes
vs. 40-72 13 strophes.

The pivotal position of the central canticle is highlighted by the fact that it is
surrounded by 13 + 13 = 26 strophes.

On verseline level, the two main cantos divide into 33 (3 x 11) verselines each. And
since Canto | is made up of 11 verselines, the psalm has 77 (7 x 11) verselines. This
shows the crucial role played by the number 11 as structuring principle in Psalm 78.
For the structural use of 11 and its significance as the number of fulfilment, see my
book Numerical Secrets of the Bible, pp. 57-66 and 70-73. See also the Special
Features of Judges 5:2-31Db, which is conspicuously structured by the number 11.

For the paramount importance, from a logotechnical point of view, of the verseline as
building block, see the Introduction to Book I: Table Il, the Introduction to Book II:
Table VI, and the Introduction to Book Ill: Table X.

Note the following occurrences of the number 11 or its multiples, apart from those
already mentioned:

vs. 7-11 44 words
vs. 12-14 22 words
vs. 23-25 22 words, with 11 before, and 11 after atnach
vs. 40-41 11 words
vS. 42-44 22 words, with 11 before, and 11 after atnach
vs. 45-46 11 words
vs. 40-52 88 words

vS. 56-66 66 words in these 11 verses
vs. 9-72 451 (41 x 11) words
vs. 1-72 528 (48 x 11) words.

5. As noted in the Analysis of Psalm 77 (Observation 5), the concluding strophe, vs. 70-
72, dealing with David as YHWH's shepherd of his people, is clearly preluded in the
coda of Psalm 77. (This is additional evidence for the interrelationship between
Psalms 77 and 78.) Moreover, the 14 words of the first strophe of Psalm 78, vs. 1-2,
may have been deliberately chosen to allude to David, whose name has the gematric
value of 14 (4 + 6 + 4). This may also apply to the 56 (4 x 14) words in the concluding
canticle, vs. 65-72. For the significance of the number 14 alluding to David, see my
analysis of the very first Davidic psalm, Psalm 3.

6. There is no sign of any attempt by the author to underscore the structure of the text
and the final compositional formula on word level with the help of the divine name
numbers. Seeing the size of Psalm 78, there are relatively few occurrences, of which
some may simply be a matter of coincidence:
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VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.

2-4

7-8

12-16
20-21
17-22
32-37
40-51
52-55
53-55
62-64
56-72

17 words before atnach

17 words before atnach

34 (2 x 17) words in total

26 words in total

34 (2 x 17) words before atnach
17 words after atnach

34 (2 x 17) words after atnach
17 words before atnach

26 words in total

17 words in total

52 (2 x 26) after atnach.

7. The important keyword, the divine title ]1"?;;, ‘Most High’, occurs 3x (vs. 17, 35, 56).
The name 1 occurs 2x (4 and 21), the designation '7?5 no less than 7x (vs. 7, 8,
18, 19, 34, 35, 41), and n*n"vg_g even 8x (vs. 7, 10, 19, 22, 31, 35, 56, 59), giving
altogether 17 references to God by means of the three main designations. This may
be the reason why 378 is used in v. 65.
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