Psalm 69— Logotechnical Analysis
Guidelines

Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 69

Psalm 69 divides into two parts, Cantos I-1l, vs. 2-30 (words addressed to God) and
Canto lll, vs. 31-37 (words spoken about God). The meaningful centre of the entire
psalm is to be found on word level: vs. 17b-18, but each of the two parts has its own
distinct meaningful centre, in these cases on verseline level: vs. 15 and 34 respectively.
The poem shares the feature of having more than one meaningful centre with several
other psalms, e.g., 55, 56 and 57.

As in Psalms 61, 63 and 64, syntax is used to weave extra divine name numbers into the
fabric of the text: here, e.g., we find 51 (3 x 17) words in the subordinate ki-clauses
(except for v. 18b, which is a main clause). See Observation 3.

Strophic structure - cantosStanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |

Van der Lugt: 2-3, 4-5 | 6-7, 8-10, 11-13 || 14-16, 17-19 | 20-22, 23-24, 25-27, 28-29 ||
30-32, 33-34, 35-37 (3 cantos with 4 canticles, 14 strophes, 38 verselines, 83 cola).
Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7 || 8-10, 11-13, 14 || 15-16, 17-19, 20-21 || 22-23, 24-25, 26-27,
28-29 || 30-32, 33-34, 35-37 (5 stanzas with 16 strophes, 39 verselines, taking v. 14 as 2
bicola, and 83 cola, taking v. 15b-c as a single colon).

Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-5 | 6-7, 8-10, 11-13 || 14-16, 17-19 | 20-21, 22-23, 24-25, 26-27, 28-
30 || 31-32, 33-34, 35-37 (3 cantos, 4 canticles, 15 strophes, 38 verselines, 83 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
Column c: words directly addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 R o oe n3nh Heading, v. 1 4 4 0
ADVION W 1 2 2 2
:WEITTY O N3 D 5 5 5
3 TN TR TYAL 2 3 3 3
"TRER TR 2 2 2
DRTERPRI MR 3 3 3 3
:nanY nPaw 2 2 2
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 17 = 7 +10 =17 + 0
4 TN TER 4 4 4 4
NS D Ay 153 4 2 2 4
Total, v. 4 8 =6 +2 =8 + 0
5 DI W W DIEER DT 5 5 5 5
ATRY DR BN NRY 4 4 4
;2N T RPNRD 5 5 5
Total, v. 5 14 =9 +5 =14 + 0
Strophe 2 Total, v. 4-5 22 =15 + 7 =22 + 0
Canticle 1.1 Total, v. 2-5 39 =22 +17 =39 + O
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6 ARDIRS YT AN OO 6 4 4 4
1-m::-x‘7 TR DINYRY 4 4 4

Total, v. 6 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
7 TP oWy 7 4 4 4
DIRIZ YT N 3 3 3
ATYRIN 12 m‘v:*"vx 8 4 4 4
‘mﬁw" *1‘7& 2 2 2

Total, v. 7 13 =11 + 2 =13 + 0

Strophe 3 Total, v. 6-7 21 =15 + 6 =21 + O
8 MR TRPI TR 9 4 4 4
139 73 N9 3 3 3

Total, v. 8 7 =4 +3 =7 +0
9 ARl T T 100 3 3 3
SN a7 20 3 3 3

Total, v. 9 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
10 AINPIN TR PN 11 4 4 4
3By 1921 TR NP 4 4 4

Total, v. 10 8 =4 +4 =8 + 0

Strophe 4  Total, v. 8-10 21 =11 +10 =21 + O

Total, v. 6-10 42 =26 +16 =42 + 0O
11 AYD] OIRD TTDIN) 12 3 3 3
%5 iR M 3 3 3

Total, v. 11 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
12 D w25 TN 13 3 3 3
:5unk m‘v TN 3 3 3

Total, v. 12 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
13 ATDY PR D TR 14 4 4 4
:2Y DY i 3 3 3

Total, v. 13 7 =4 +3 =7 +0

Strophe 5 Total, v. 11-13 19 =10 + 9 =19 + 0

Canticle .2 Total, v. 6-13 61 =36 +25 =61 + O

Canto | Total, v. 2-13 100 =58 + 42 =100 + O
14 18T NY T OTN9EN WY 15 6 6 6
ATTONT272 OION 3 3 3
PTVEY DIND "I 3 3

Total, v. 14 12 =9 + 3 =12 + 0
15 ATUIONTOR DR 1RT 16 4 4 4
Middle verseline of Cantos I-Il "R 1738 2 2 2
Meaningful centre :DT?;“P?_JS_J:?;D?_JH 2 2 2

Total, v. 15 8 =4 +4 =8 +0
16 O Do YRR 17 4 4 4
ATTRIRR SN oR) 3 3 3
ST1°D NI "DYTORDOR) 5 5 5

Total, v. 16 12 = 7 + 5 =12 + 0

Strophe 6 Total, v. 14-16 32 =20 +12 =32 + O
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17

18

entire psalm
287 =137 +[13/+ 137 1Y N "‘7'13'*:

ATTION 230D YT A

Middle words of the :“?8 MR M 293

A2 [ Tnon o

Meaningful centre of the psalm Total, v. 17-18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

ATTON] WRI N MR
DI W

Strophe 7 Total, v. 17-19
Canticle Il.1Total, v. 14-19

N2 DY N
MRRDY T
PTIET0R TR

YN 27 2 e
AR TR TN

TN XD OROIRDY
Strophe 8 Total, v. 20-21
AN T332 10N

PRI PPYT WRED
Qa=pl= e pl= i
:wpinG oniveH
Strophe 9 Total, v. 22-23
AN DITRY TIRUTD
IR TR O
AP DRy TR
O 72N 11mM

Strophe 10 Total, v. 24-25
AR DT

;3 TN DIToIND
MET ST I8
11720 720 IO
Strophe 11 Total, v. 26-27
~oyiy~HY 19yIn
SR WITON)

QYD TRRR MY
DENDTON oS oY)
A2RIDY I "N

32PN 05N Tnee

Strophe 12 Total, v. 28-30
Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 20-30
Cantos | - I Total, v. 2-30

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

213 5 5
4 4 4
4 4
5 5 5
18 =9 + 9 =18 0
4 4 4
3 3
25 =13 + 12 = 25 0
57 =33 + 24 = 57 0
3 3 3
2 2 2
3 3 3
4 4 4
3 3 3
3 3 3
18 =12 + 6 = 18 0
3 3 3
3 3 3
4 4 4
2 2 2
12 = + 5 =12 0
3 3
3 3 3
3 3 3
3 3 3
12 = + 6 =12 0
3 3
4 4 4
5 5 5
4 4 4
16 + 8 =16 0
4 4
3 3 3
3 3 3
4 4 4
3 3 3
3 3 3
20 =10 + 10 = 20 0
78 = 43 + 35 = 78 0
235 =134 +101 =235 0
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31 AR OVTONTOW RPN 32 4 4 4
717902 BTN 2 2 2

Total, v. 31 6 =4 +2 =0 + 6

32 TR 7S 2 33 3 3 3
:0"7BR 1R T2 3 3 3

Total, v. 32 6 =6 +0 =0 + 6

Strophe 13 Total, v. 31-32 12 =10 + 2 =0 + 12

33 AR DI W) 34 3 3 3
:0222% ™ OToN W 4 4 4

Total, v. 33 7 =3 +4 =0 + 7

34 Middle verseline 177 D‘Jﬂ‘;{;'i')kﬁ e 35 5 5 5
of Canto Ill: 7=3+1+3 :7112 82 ™ORN 4 4 4
Meaningful centre Total, v. 34 9 =5 +4 =0 +09
Strophe 14 Total, v. 33-34 16 =8 + 8 =0 + 16

35 ApPR) Y MDD 36 3 3
:03 w9521 oM 4 4 4

Total, v. 35 7 =3 +4 =0 + 7

36 1S YW OToR D 37 4 4 4
AT "R 3N 3 3 3

TN oY 12U 3 3 3

Total, v. 36 10 =7 + 3 =0 + 10

37 ATIDMR AL PN 38 3 3 3
:FI27IDY" Y "R 4 4 4

Total, v. 37 /7 =3 +4 =0 + 7

Strophe 15 Total, v. 35-37 24 =13 +11 =0 + 24

Canto Il Total, v. 31-37 52 =31 +21 = 0 + 52

Cantos II.2-lll  Total, v. 20-37 130 =74 +56 =78 + 52

Cantos Il Total, v. 14-37 187 =107 + 80 =135 + 52

Total, v. 6-37 248 =143 +105 =196 + 52

ki-clauses: 51 (3 x 17) words Total, v. 2-37 287 =165 +122 =235 + 52

With the heading, v. 1-37 291 =169 +122

Observations

1. The middle word of the poem is "2, 'your face’, in v. 18a (287 = 143 +[1] + 143), but
it is the 13 middle words in vs. 17b-18 (the middle word and 6 words on either side)
that constitute the meaningful centre on word level (287 = 137 + 13 + 137):

b8 e TR 29

AT (T35 TA0n 8T
Py TR HTIs TR
17b In your great compassion turn towards me!

18 Do not hide your face from your servant!
Truly, | am in dire straits! Make haste, answer me!

In vs. 17-18 as a whole, there is an even more meaningful centre, which the author
may have designed as an off-centre meaningful middle (287 = 132 + 18 + 137): the
entire passionate call on God to answer:
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58 TID TRTT 393 A 700 2D FyT a7
S TR PTIRTD A TTIUN D IN0n ONY

17 Answer me, YHWH, for your steadfast love is good!
In your great compassion turn towards me!
18 Do not hide your face from your servant!
Truly, | am in dire straits! Make haste, answer me!

The conspicuous imperatives "9, ‘answer me', at the beginning and end, which
function as an inclusio, highlights these words in a special way. The last colon, v.
18b, appears to be the middle colon (83 = 41 + 1 + 41), which underscores the
central positioning of these two verses.

This off-centre meaningful middle is additionally highlighted by the fact that the
pivotal instance of the 5 occurrences of the name YHWH is situated within it. For this
highlighting technique, see the General Introduction, "Special devices to highlight the
meaningful centre".

2. Interms of the direction of address, the poem clearly divides into two distinct parts:

vs. 2-30 (Cantos I-l), the prayer (2™ person) 235 words
vs. 31-37 (Canto IlI), the resolve to praise God (3" person) 52 (2 x 26) words.

For the striking use of the direction of address to weave extra divine name numbers

into the fabric of the text, as here the 52 words spoken about God (Column d),

compare Psalms 58, 59, 60, 62, 63 and 64.

Each of the two sections has its own distinct meaningful centre: v. 15 and v. 34.

Cantos I-1l (vs. 2-30), the 2" person section, have 31 verselines, with the central

verseline, v. 15, as their meaningful centre, the call on God to rescue (15 + 1 + 15):
TDTRRI RIW OB A YD TON e e

With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire //
Let me be rescued from my enemies and from the deep waters.

Canto Ill (vs. 31-37), the 3™ person section, consists of 7 verselines arranged in a
menorah pattern, and is significantly made up of exactly 52 (2 x 26) words. Both
factors taken together are cogent evidence for the structural unity of this section.
Its meaningful centre, v. 34, expresses confidence in God's faithfulness:
23 N PORTINY A T D‘;i‘;{;"?g; hojmliv o)
For YHWH listens to the poor // and those bound to him he does not despise.
3. The word-count of the subordinate ki-clauses could not be registered in Column d,
but they are marked green in the first column. | understand "2 in v. 18b not as a
conjunction, but as as an emphatic demonstrative particle: 'yes, truly'. It does not
introduce the reason for the preceding plea that God should not hide his face from

his servant (v. 18a), but marks the beginning of the description of his precarious
situation which makes it necessary for God to hasten to answer him (v. 18b). This

means that “?'13“3 is not a subordinate clause, 'For | am in dire straits', but a main

clause, Truly, | am in dire straits'. It is therefore not surprising to see that there are
51 (3 x 17) words in total in the subordinate clauses.
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4. The structural unity of the poem as a whole is underscored by the following
significant totals in which the divine name numbers feature:

vs. 2-37 (Cantos I-111)
vs. 14-37 (Cantos II-111)
vs. 14-37 (Cantos II-111)
vs. 20-30 (Canto 11.2)
vs. 20-37 (Canto I1.2-I11)
vs. 20-37 (Canto I1.2-lI)
vs. 31-37 (Canto IlI)
vs. 2-3
vs. 2-5
vs. 2-5
vs. 6-10

51 (3 x 17) words in the subordinate clauses
187 (11 x 17) words in total

156 (6 x 26) words in the main clauses
78 (3 x 26) words in total

130 (5 x 26) words in total

102 (6 x 17) words in the main clauses
52 (2 x 26) words in total.

17 words in total

17 words after atnach

34 (2 x 17) words in the main clauses
26 words before atnach.

5. The name YHWH features 5 times (7, 14, 17, 32, 34), while z:*rf‘v;g occurs 9 times (2,
4,6, 7,14, 30, 31, 33, 36) and I once, in the designation NIXIX 717 17X (v. 7b).
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