Psalm 60— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines
e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
o For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 60

o While Psalm 59 has 34 (2 x 17) words addressed to God (Column d), Psalm 60 and
Psalm 108 have 34 words spoken about God (Column d).

e The number of words in the poem, 88, may have been determined by the numerical
value of two names in the meaningful centre, 'ISTJ‘?J,, Gilead (3+12+16+4=35), and ¥R,
Manasseh (13+14+21+5=53), together 88. See Observation 1.

Strophic structure - canto/stanza boundary: ||

e Van der Lugt and Labuschagne: 3-5, 6-7 || 8-10, 11-12 || 13-14 (3 cantos with 5
strophes, 12 verselines and 27 cola).
o Fokkelman: 3-5, 6-7 || 8-9, 10-11 || 12-14 (3 stanzas, 5 strophes, 12 verselines, 27 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a c d
1 %% 7% opon Amy wwor ek 7 =4 +3
2 0™ 08 DN Inisa 4 4
2RI 2P 7298 0PN 5 5
SFRN Y O ATORTRM OTRTIN T 8 =5 + 3
Total , v. 2 17 =14 + 3
Heading, v. 1-2 24 =18 + 6
3 ANZID NAMT DTN 1 3 3 3
-2 223n noa 3 3 3
Total, v. 3 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
4 ATRRSE PN TREYTT 2 3 3 3
HTDRTD 1MW 727 4 4 4
Total, v. 4 7 =3 +4 =7 +0
5 ATOR TRY TN 3 3 3 3
STTOUTR 1 N0 3 3 3
Total, v. 5 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
Strophe 1 Total, v. 3-5 19 =9 +10 =19 + O
6 ORI O3 N M 4 4 4 4
;7190 YD “on 2 2 2
Total, v. 6 6 =4 +2 =6 +0
7 MTTpEPmER? s 3 3 3
S TN YN 3 3 3
Total, v. 7 6 =3 +3 =6_+0
Strophe 2 Total, v. 6-7 12 =7 + 5 =12 + 0
Canto | Total, v. 3-7 31 =16 +15 =31 + O
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8 W22 oToR 6 3 3
A RIS DY 3 3
L TTIRN NIZP PR 3 3 3
Total, v. 8 9 =6 +3 =0 +9
Total, v. 3-8a 34 =19 +15 =31 + 3
9 [Middle colon} 13+1+13 @ 21w 7 4 4 4
IMeaningful centre] AN TIDN DTN 3 3
Y] = 35 (3+12+16+4) SRR AP 2 2
Y = 53 (13+14+21+5) Total, v. 9 9 = + =0 +9
10 ST TO NI 8 3 3
Abyy TRUR DTNy 4 4
Py YR "oy 3 3 3
Total, v. 10 10 =7 + 3 =0 +10
The divine speech, v. 8b-10 25 =17 + 8 =0 =25
Strophe 3  Total, v. 8-10 28 =20 + 8 =0 + 28
Total, v. 7-10 34 =23 +11 = 6 + 28
11 AR Y RN 9 4 4 4
i OTIRTIY AN 4 4 4
Total, v. 11 8 =4 +4 =8 +0
12 ANAMIT OTON TRRTRDT 10 4 4 4
NINDRD O7TTOR NINND) 4 4 4
Total, v. 12 8 =4 +4 =8 +0
Strophe 4 Total, v. 11-12 16 =8 + 8 =16 + 0
Total, v. 10-12 26 =15 + 11 =16 + 10
Canto Il Total, v. 8-12 44 =28 + 16 = 16 + 28
Total, v. 3-12 75 = 44 + 31 = 47 + 28
13 AT AT WO 11 4 4
;07N NPWR NI 3 3 3
Total, v. 13 7 =4 +3 =7 +0
Total, v. 8-13: 51 =32 + 19 = 23 + 28
14 Coda ARl OTTOND 12 3 3 3
MR 0130 NI 3 3 3
Total, v. 14: 6 =3 +3 =0 +6
Canto lll Strophe 5 Total, v. 13-14: 13 =7 + 6 =7 + 6
Total, v. 3-14: 88 =51 + 37 =054 + 34
With the heading, v. 1-14: 112 =69 + 43
With 790 (1x), v. 1-14: 113 = 69 + 44

*Inv. 7, |follow the Masoretic Ketib reading 72321, ‘and answer us’, instead of the Qere reading *13¥),
‘and answer me’, as in Ps. 108:7.

*In v. 11b the MT reading 73, ‘who led me’, should be corrected (haplography of the yodh —
compare LXX) to read "3113? ‘who will lead me”.
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Observations

1. Interms of the 88 words of the poem, 072K .‘N;_-?J_f;, ‘Menasseh and Ephraim’, in v. 9
constitute the arithmetic centre: 88 = 43 + 2 + 43. However, this can hardly be
regarded as a meaningful centre. A better candidate is to be found in the middle
colon, v. 9a (27 = 13 + 1 + 13), although its meaningfulness eludes us:

e 21w
Gilead is mine and Manasseh is mine.

What is significant, however, is that the middle colon is enveloped by 26 cola
(13+13), which may have been so designed to highlight the meaningful centre.

The fact that the total number of words in the poem, 88, were determined by the
numerical value of the names Gilead and Manasseh: 'r:g‘?:;, 3+12+16+4=35, and

T, 13 + 14 + 21 + 5 = 53, together 88, shows that, for some reason, the two
names were considered to be of paramount importance.

2. Taking vs. 8-12, Canto Il, as the central core of the poem, it is interesting to find the
following pattern: the 44-word Canto Il is surrounded by 44 words:

vs. 3-7 31 words
vs. 8-12 44 words = 88
vs. 13-14 13 words
3. Itis worth noting that the 28 words spoken about God (Column d) including the divine
speech cited (vs. 8b-10) and the 6 words in the coda (v. 14) bring the total number of
words spoken about God up to 34 (2 x 17), exactly as in Psalm 59 and in the (partly
parallel) Psalm 108. See Observation 3 in my Analysis of Psalm 59, and Observation

3 in my Analysis of Psalm 108 (of which 108:7-14 corresponds to Ps. 60:7-14).

4. At the end of the psalm, v. 14 stands out by the sudden change in the direction of
address, which means that the concluding verseline is a coda, precisely as in Psalms
54, 56, 59, 62 and 108.

5. The divine name numbers appear in the following instances:

vs. 3-8a 34 (2 x 17) words preceding the divine speech

vs. 7-10 34 (2 x 17) words in total

vs. 8b-10 17 words before atnach in the divine speech

vs. 10-12 26 words in total (15a + 11b)

vs. 8-13 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 3-14 51 (3 x 17) words before atnach, depending on the placement

of the atnach in v. 6a (see BHS).

6. The name YHWH does not occur in the psalm; DTI"?;S, ‘God’, appears 5 times (3a,
8a, 12a, 12b, 14a).
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