
Psalm 59— Logotechnical Analysis 
Guidelines 
• Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book I and Book II. 
• For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".  

Specific features of Psalm 59 
• The use of the numerical value of a key-word to envelop the arithmetic centre (10b-11a*) 

is a feature Psalm 59 shares with Psalm 58. The meaningful centre on word level is part 
of the first refrain and recurs at the end of the poem as a coda.  

• Psalm 59 shares the feature of having a coda (v. 18b-c) with Psalms 54, 56, 60 and 62. 
Here, it is clearly defined by the sudden change in the direction of address. 

Strophic structure  - Canto/Stanza boundary: ||   Canticle boundary: | 

• Van der Lugt and Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-5 | 6, 7-8 || 9-11, 12-14, 15-16 || 17-18 (3 cantos 
with 8 strophes, 19 verselines and 44 cola). 

• Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5a, 5b-6 | 7, 8-9, 10-11a* || 11ab*-12, 13-14 | 15, 16-17b, 17c-18 (2 
stanzas with 11 strophes, 19 verselines and 47 cola, taking vs. 5b-6b, 7, 8, 10-11a*, 12, 
13, 14, 15 and 18 as tricola). 

Logotechnical analysis  
• Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach. 
• Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God. 
• The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown. 
   Total a b c d 
 1 £AGţkim d«wflḑl tExḨaGt-la' fixEFc¬ņmal 5 5 
  ^l˚'AH fix»ļHi–b 2 2 
  :Ùtyim·hal t«ya–bah-te' ˚ŗm̧H«Cy¬w 4  4
  Heading, v. 1 11 =   7 +   4 
 2 yAh»lÈ' yabÃyO'Em y«nElyiFcah 1 3 3   3   
              y«nElyiFcah = 69 :y«nEbÃFgaW̧Gt yam̧mÙq̧timiGm 2   2 2  
 (5 + 18 + 10 + 12 + 14 + 10 = 69) Total, v. 2 5 =   3 +   2 =   5 +   0 
 3 ^§∆wA' yEl·vOKpim y«nElyiFcah 2 3 3   3   
  :y«nEvyiHÙh £yimfld yEHÃna'Em˚ 3   3 3  
  Total, v. 3 6 =   3 +   3 =   6 +   0
  Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 11 =   6 +   5 =  11 +   0 

 4 yiḨp¬ņl ˚bËrA' h≈Fnih yi–k 3 4 4   4   
  ^£y«zav yalAv ˚r˚g√y 3 3   3   
  :h√whÃy yit'ALXax-'◊lÃw yiv̧Hip-'◊l 5   5 5  
  Total, v. 4 12 =   7 +   5 =  12 +   0 
 5 ^˚n√nÙ–k«yÃw §˚c˚rÃy §OwAv-yil¸–b 4 4 4   4   
  :hE'Ër˚ yit'flrŸqil hflr˚v 3   3 3  
  Total, v. 5 7 =   4 +   3 =   7 +   0
  Strophe 2 Total, v. 4-5 19 =  11 +   8 =  19 +   0
  Canticle I.1 Total, v. 2-5 30 =  17 +  13 =  30 +   0 
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 6  tÙ'Abç £yih»lÈ'-h√whÃy hAGta'Ãw 5 4 4   4   
  lE'flŗW«y yEh»lÈ' 2 2   2   
  ^£«yÙFgah-lA–k dOq̧pil hAcy÷qAh 6 4 4   4   
  :hAles §∆wA' y„dÃgO–b-lA–k §OxAGt-la' 5   5 5  
  Strophe 3 Total, v. 6 15 =  10 +   5 =  15 +   0
  Total, v. 4-6 34 =  21 +  13 =  34 +   0 

 7 belA–kak ˚mÈh∆y bÂrevAl ˚b˚H√y 7 4 4   4   
  :ryiv ˚b¸bÙsy«w 2 2   2  
  Total, v. 7 6 =   6 +   0 =   6 +   0
  Total, v. 2-7 51 =  33 +  18 =  51 +   0 
 8 tÙbflr·x £ehyip¸–b §˚vyi–b¬y h≈Fnih 8 4 4   4   
  ^£ehyEtÙţpiW̧–b 1 1   1   
  :fivEmOH yim-yi–k 3   3 3  
  Total, v. 8 8 =   5 +   3 =   8 +   0 
  Strophe 4 Total, v. 7-8 14 =  11 +   3 =  14 +   0
  Canticle I.2 Total, v. 6-8 29 =  21 +   8 =  29 +   0
   Canto I   Total, v. 2-8 59 = 38 +  21 =  59 +   0 

 9 ^ÙmAl-qax̧WiGt h√whÃy hAGta'Ãw 9 4 4   4   
  :£«yÙFg-lAk¸l gav¸liGt 3   3 3  
  Total, v. 9 7 =   4 +   3 =   7 +   0
  Total, v. 2-9 66 =  42 +  24 =  66 +   0 
10* Middle verseline: v. 10 ^hflrOm̧He' ßyelE' y«∑zuv 10 3 3   3   

   Middle words: 69 + 5 + 69    :yi–b¬FģWim £yih»lÈ'-yi–k 3   3   3
Vs. 10-11, middle cola (20+4+20) Total, v. 10 6 =   3 +   3 =   3 +   3 
11*          Refrain       ^y«nEmË–d—qÃy yÊ–ḑsax yEh»lÈ' 11 3 3     3 

        Refrain Refrain :yflrËrOḨb y«nE'Ër¬y £yih»lÈ' 3   3   3
  Total, v. 11 6 =   3 +   3 =   0 +   6
  Strophe 5 Total, v. 9-11 19 =  10 +   9 =  10 +   9
  Total, v. 2-11 78 =  48 +  30 =  69 +   9 

 12 yiGmav ˚x̧–ķH«y-§eKp £≈gËrahaGt-la' 12 5 5   5   
  ^Ùm„dyÊrÙhÃw ß¸lyEx¸b ÙmEvy«n·h 3 3   3   
  :y√nOd·' ˚n≈Fn«gAm 2   2 2  
  Total, v. 12 10 =   8 +   2 =  10 +   0 
 13 ÙmyEtAp¸W-rabË–d ÙmyiKp-t'aLXax 13 4 4   4   
  ^£√nÙ'Ãgib ˚ḑkAGl«yÃw 2 2   2   
  :˚rEKpasÃy Haxa–kim˚ hAlA'Em˚ 3   3 3  
  Total, v. 13 9 =   6 +   3 =   9 +   0 
 14 Ùm≈nyE'Ãw hEGla–k hAmEx¸b hEGla–k 14 4 4   4   
  ^bOq·v¬y̧–b lEHOm £yih»lÈ'-yi–k ˚vËd≈yÃw 5 5     5 
  :hAles ¶ÂrA'Ah yEşpa'̧l 2   2   2
  Total, v. 14 11 =   9 +   2 =   4 +   7
  Strophe 6 Total, v. 12-14 30 =  23 +   7 =  23 +   7
  Total, v. 6-14 78 =  54 +  24 =  62 +  16 
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 15 belA–kak ˚mÈh∆y bÂrevAl ˚b˚H√yÃw 15 4 4     4 
  :ryiv ˚b¸bÙsy«w 2 2     2
  Total, v. 15 6 =   6 +   0 =   0 +   6
  Total, v. 14-15 17 =  15 +   2 =   4 +  13
  Total, v. 13-15 26 =  21 +   5 =  13 +  13 
 16* ^lOkÈ'el §˚vy«nÃy hAGmEh 16 3 3     3 
  :˚nyil√Cy¬w ˚v¸–b¸W«y '◊l-£i' 4   4   4
  Total, v. 16 7 =   3 +   4 =   0 +   7
  Strophe 7 Total, v. 15-16 13 =   9 +   4 =   0 +  13
  Total, v. 12-16 43 =  32 +  11 =  23 +  20
  Canto II Total, v. 9-16 62 =  42 +  20 =  33 +  29 

17  ß∆∑zuv ryiHA' y«n·'¬w 17 3 3   3   
  ßÂ–ḑsax r’qO–bal §≈Fnfir·'¬w 3 3   3   
  ^yil b√Fg¸Wim Aty«yAh-yi–k 18 4 4   4   
  :yil-rac £Ùy¸–b sÙnAm˚ 4   4 4  
  Total, v. 17 14 =  10 +   4 =  14 +   0
  Total, v. 9-17 76 =  52 +  24 =  47 +  29 
18        Refrain ^hflrEGm¬z·' ßyelE' y«∑zuv 19 3 3   3   

            Refrain Coda     yi–b¬Fg¸Wim £yih»lÈ'-yi–k 3   3   3 

            Refrain :yÊ–ḑsax yEh»lÈ' 2   2   2
  Total, v. 18 8 =   3 +   5 =   3 +   5
  Canto III  Strophe 8 Total, v. 17-18 22 =  13 +   9 =  17 +   5
  Total, v. 10-18 77 =  51 +  26 =  43 +  34
  Total, v. 2-18 143 =  93 +  50 = 109 +  34
  With the heading, v. 1-18 154 = 100 +  54
  With  hAles (2x), v. 1-18 156 = 100 +  56 

* For the correction in v. 10a, reading y«∑zuv instead of Ù∑zuv, as in v. 18a, see BHS. In v. 11a, I follow the 
Qere reading yÊ–ḑsax, instead of Ù–dşax, and also in 16a:  §˚vy«nÃy, instead of  §˚v˚nÃy. 

Observations 
1. The meaningful centre of the psalm in terms of its 143 words is constituted by the last 

5 words of the refrain (in box) in vs.10b-11a* (143 = 69 + 5 + 69): 
yÊ–ḑsax yEh»lÈ' yi–b¬FģWim £yih»lÈ'-yi–k, 

 Yes, God is my bulwark, a God of steadfast love for me.  
The poem is also concluded by these 5 words constituting a coda (in box in v. 18b-c). 
It shares this clearly designed feature with Psalm 56. 
The fact that there are exactly 69 words on either side of the meaningful centre is not 
a matter of coincidence, since 69 is the numerical value of the very first word of the 
psalm y«nElyiFcah, 'deliver me' (v. 2a), a key-word, which is repeated in v. 3a. The psalm 
shares this device with Psalm 58, and also, e.g., with Psalms 1 and 41. 
In terms of the poetical structure, v. 10 constitutes the middle verseline (19=9+1+9). 
On colon level, vs. 10-11, the four middle cola, may be regarded as an alternative 
meaningful centre (44 = 20 + 4 + 20). 
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2. It is intriguing to note that the psalm has 143 words, a multiple of 11 (13 x 11). 
Moreover, vs. 2-3 (the 1st strophe) has  11 words, and so does v. 14, while vs. 2-9 
have 66 (6 x 11) words. Both vs. 4-12 and vs. 10-18 have 77 (7 x 11) words, and the 
final strophe (vs. 17-18) has 22 (2 x 11) words.  So it is not surprising to find that the 
heading of the poem consists of exactly 11 words, which was consciously devised to 
bring the total number of words up to 154 (14 x 11 = 2 x 7 x 11). 
In addition to this, the poem consists of 22 (2 x 11) verselines and 44 (4 x 11) cola. 
Compare Psalm 58 with its 22 cola, Psalm 60 with 88 (8 x 11) words, Psalm 62 with 
121 (11 x 11) words, and Psalm 63 with 88 (8 x 11) words. 

3. In Psalm 59, there are exactly 34 ( 2 x 17) words spoken about God (Column d), 
while Psalm 60 has 34 words explicitly addressed to God!  

4. The two concluding cola in v. 18b-c, which are significantly phrased as words spoken 
about God, are obviously a coda. Compare the codas in Psalms 54:9 and 56:14. See 
the General Introduction, “The use of a coda as a device for conclusion”. 

5. The divine name numbers feature in the following instances: 
vs. 2-5  17 words before atnach 
vs. 4-6  34 (2 x 17) words in total 
vs. 2-7  51 (3 x 17) words in total 
vs. 2-11 78 (3 x 26) words in total 
vs. 4-12 68 (4 x 17) words in 2nd person form 
vs. 6-14 78 (3 x 26) words in total 
vs.14-15 17 words in total 
vs. 13-15 26 words in total 
vs. 9-17 52 (2 x 26) words before atnach 
vs. 17-18 17 words in 2nd person form 
vs. 10-18 51 (3 x17) words before, and 26 words after atnach 
vs. 1-18 156 (6 x 26) words, including the heading and 2 selahs  

6. YHWH occurs 3x (4c, 6a, 9a), Elohim 9x (2a, 6a, 6b, 10b, 11a, 11b, 14b, 18b, 18c) 
and Adonay 1x (12c). 
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