Psalm 59— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
o For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 59

e The use of the numerical value of a key-word to envelop the arithmetic centre (10b-11a*)
is a feature Psalm 59 shares with Psalm 58. The meaningful centre on word level is part
of the first refrain and recurs at the end of the poem as a coda.

¢ Psalm 59 shares the feature of having a coda (v. 18b-c) with Psalms 54, 56, 60 and 62.
Here, it is clearly defined by the sudden change in the direction of address.

Strophic structure - canto/Stanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |

e Van der Lugt and Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-5 | 6, 7-8 || 9-11, 12-14, 15-16 || 17-18 (3 cantos
with 8 strophes, 19 verselines and 44 cola).

o Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5a, 5b-6 | 7, 8-9, 10-11a* || 11ab*-12, 13-14 | 15, 16-17b, 17¢-18 (2
stanzas with 11 strophes, 19 verselines and 47 cola, taking vs. 5b-6b, 7, 8, 10-11a*, 12,
13, 14, 15 and 18 as tricola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 DR M7 NnwRoR memb 5
Aoy oY 2 2
SRS MBI 1Y 4 4
Heading, v. 1 11 =7 + 4
2 Ton IR IET 1 3 3 3
1287 = 69 b leleelglele 2 2 2
(5+18+10+12+14+10=69) Total, v. 2 5 =3 +2 =5 +0
3 AW REER IET 2 3 3 3
I O WD) 3 3 3
Total, v. 3 6 =3 +3 =86 +0
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 117 =6 + 5 =11 + O
4 WoI? 1278 T D 3 4 4
ADTY DY 1 3 3
STV TIRDIRDY WD Rb 5 5 5
Total, v. 4 12 =7 + 5 =12 + 0
5 iz R YR 4 4 4 4
IR IR T 3 3 3
Total, v. 5 /7 =4 +3 =7 + 0
Strophe 2 Total, v. 4-5 19 =11 + 8 =19 + O
Canticle 1.1 Total, v. 2-5 30 =17 +13 =30 + O
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6 DINIR ORI IR 5 4 4
By oy 2 2 2
AOTOD TR RRT 6 4 4
TP 1IN T2 02 1oy 5 5 5
Strophe 3 Total, v. 6 15 =10 + 5 =15 + O
Total, v. 4-6 34 =21 +13 =34 + 0
7 2520w 2wk I 7
;Y 13210M 2 2 2
Total, v. 7 6 =6 +0 =6 _+0
Total, v. 2-7 51 =33 +18 =51 + O
8 Ni9Tn oD Y 3T 8 4
AOTRINDYa 1
2R M 3 3
Total, v. 8 8 =5 +3 =8 + 0
Strophe 4 Total, v. 7-8 14 =11 + 3 =14 + 0
Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 6-8 29 =21 + 8 =29 + 0
Canto | Total, v. 2-8 50 =38 +21 =59 + O
9 ~nbTEmR MM PR 9 4 4
o525 whn 3 3 3
Total, v. 9 7 =4 + 3 =7 +0
Total, v. 2-9 66 =42 +24 =66 + O
10* Middle verseline: v. 10 (\T70WR ?l“??s ‘-T,S;‘ 10 3 3 3
Middle words: 69 +[8+ 69 |- "33 DHoN ™ 3 3 3
Vs. 10-11, middle cola (20+4+20) Total, v. 10 6 =3 +3 =3 + 3
11* MBTRIPTIOT CEOY 11 3 3 3
Refrain| Refrain R IR ovToN 3 3 3
Total, v. 11 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
Strophe 5 Total, v. 9-11 19 =10 + 9 =10 + 9
Total, v. 2-11 78 =48 +30 =69 + O
12 WY IMTIE OO 12 5 5 5
AT T3 pT 3 3 3
SN 1330 2 2
Total, v. 12 10 =8 +2 =10 + 0
13 DEPI2T METIReT 13 4 4 4
AQTINID 125N 2 2 2
L-lopl Vgl Raip el 3 3 3
Total, v. 13 9 =6 +3 =9 +0
14 PRI YD MR TP 14 4 4 4
~3pp3 Suh OoR ™D W 5 5 5
7120 TN OB 2 2 2
Total, v. 14 11 = 9 + 2 =4 + 7
Strophe 6 Total, v. 12-14 30 =23 + 7 =23 + 7
Total, v. 6-14 78 =54 + 24 =62 + 16
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15 B mmawhawn 15 4 4 4
;" 13210M 2 2 2
Total, v. 15 6 =6 +0 =0 +6
Total, v. 14-15 17 =15 + 2 = 4 +13
Total, v. 13-15 26 =21 + 5 =13 + 13
16* AooRb I T 16 3 3 3
57 w3t NN 4 4
Total, v. 16 7 =3 +4 =0 +7
Strophe 7 Total, v. 15-16 13 =9 +4 =0 + 13
Total, v. 12-16 43 =32 + 11 =23 + 20
Cantoll  Total, v. 9-16 62 =42 + 20 =33 + 29

17 T TR W) 17 3

T70m P2% 13 3

5 oy D 18 4

573 O3 ofa 4 4 4
Total, v. 17 14 =10 + 4 =14 + 0
Total, v. 9-17 76 =52 + 24 =47 + 29

18 I TN Y 19 3 3 3
Coda [2am DTON ™3 3 3
o o 2 2
Total, v. 18 8 =3 +5 =3 +5
Canto Il Strophe 8 Total, v. 17-18 22 =13 + 9 =17 + 5
Total, v. 10-18 77 =51 +26 =43 + 34
Total,v.2-18 143 = 93 + 50 =109 + 34

With the heading, v. 1-18 154 =100 + 54
With 7199 (2x),v. 1-18 156 =100 + 56

* For the correction in v. 10a, reading ¥ instead of 1#;3, as inv. 18a, see BHS. In v. 11a, | follow the
Qere reading "9, instead of 1791, and also in 16a: (W7, instead of 1392

Observations

1. The meaningful centre of the psalm in terms of its 143 words is constituted by the last

5 words of the refrain (in box) in vs.10b-11a* (143 = 69 + 5 + 69):
Tom oY “man DTN T3,
Yes, God is my bulwark, a God of steadfast love for me.

The poem is also concluded by these 5 words constituting a coda (in box in v. 18b-c).
It shares this clearly designed feature with Psalm 56.
The fact that there are exactly 69 words on either side of the meaningful centre is not
a matter of coincidence, since 69 is the numerical value of the very first word of the
psalm ‘.‘;‘?‘BU, ‘deliver me' (v. 2a), a key-word, which is repeated in v. 3a. The psalm
shares this device with Psalm 58, and also, e.g., with Psalms 1 and 41.

In terms of the poetical structure, v. 10 constitutes the middle verseline (19=9+1+9).
On colon level, vs. 10-11, the four middle cola, may be regarded as an alternative
meaningful centre (44 = 20 + 4 + 20).
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2. It is intriguing to note that the psalm has 143 words, a multiple of 11 (13 x 11).
Moreover, vs. 2-3 (the 1% strophe) has 11 words, and so does v. 14, while vs. 2-9
have 66 (6 x 11) words. Both vs. 4-12 and vs. 10-18 have 77 (7 x 11) words, and the
final strophe (vs. 17-18) has 22 (2 x 11) words. So it is not surprising to find that the
heading of the poem consists of exactly 11 words, which was consciously devised to
bring the total number of words up to 154 (14 x 11 =2 x 7 x 11).

In addition to this, the poem consists of 22 (2 x 11) verselines and 44 (4 x 11) cola.
Compare Psalm 58 with its 22 cola, Psalm 60 with 88 (8 x 11) words, Psalm 62 with
121 (11 x 11) words, and Psalm 63 with 88 (8 x 11) words.

3. In Psalm 59, there are exactly 34 ( 2 x 17) words spoken about God (Column d),
while Psalm 60 has 34 words explicitly addressed to God!

4. The two concluding cola in v. 18b-c, which are significantly phrased as words spoken
about God, are obviously a coda. Compare the codas in Psalms 54:9 and 56:14. See
the General Introduction, “The use of a coda as a device for conclusion”.

5. The divine name numbers feature in the following instances:

vs. 2-5 17 words before atnach

vs. 4-6 34 (2 x 17) words in total

vs. 2-7 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 2-11 78 (3 x 26) words in total

vs. 4-12 68 (4 x 17) words in 2" person form

vs. 6-14 78 (3 x 26) words in total

vs.14-15 17 words in total

vs. 13-15 26 words in total

vs. 9-17 52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

vs. 17-18 17 words in 2" person form

vs. 10-18 51 (3 x17) words before, and 26 words after atnach
vs. 1-18 156 (6 x 26) words, including the heading and 2 selahs

6. YHWH occurs 3x (4c, 6a, 9a), Elohim 9x (2a, 6a, 6b, 10b, 11a, 11b, 14b, 18b, 18c)
and Adonay 1x (12c).
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