Psalm 56— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
o For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 56

e Interms of its 14 verselines, the psalm divides into two parts of 7 verselines each: Canto
I (vs. 2-8) and Canto Il (vs. 9-14). Each canto has its own distinct meaningful centre - a
feature Psalm 56 shares with Psalms 55 and 57. In both cases the meaningful centre is
arefrain (v. 5 and vs. 11-12). Compare also Psalm 59.

Strophic structure - cantosstanza boundary: ||

e Van der Lugt: 2-3, 4-5, 6-8 || 9-10b, 10c-12, 13-14 (2 cantos with 6 strophes, 14 (7 + 7)
verselines and 31 cola).

o Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5 || 6-8, 9-10 || 11-12, 13-14 (3 stanzas with 6 strophes, 14 (4 + 5 + 5)
verselines and 31 cola).

o Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-5, 6-8 || 9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (2 cantos with 6 strophes, 14 (7 + 7)
verselines and 31 cola, taking vs. 2-3 and 9-10 as 3 + 2 cola, and 11-12 as two bicola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 ~opon MTh ovph oy nior menb 7 7
;733 0D IR TIND 4 4
Heading, v. 1 11 =7 + 4
2 DN RT 1 2 2
AUTIN IENY D 3 3
:3me o o o3 4 4 4
Total, v. 2 9 =5 +4 =9 +0
3 ADITDD I ERY 2 4 4
.03 "% o 03D 5 5 5
Total, v. 3 9 =4 +5 =9 + 0
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 18 =9 + 9 =18 + 0
4 TTOIN TUON "IN AN O 2 3 5
5 Refrainin Canto I: 7937 D578 01983 4 3 3
meaningful centre ARTN N "2 0°oND 4 4
spoken about God %5 2 Iy 4 4 4
Total, v. 5 11 =7 + 4 =0 +11
Strophe 2 Total, v. 4-5 16 =9 + 7 =5 +11
Total, v. 2-5 34 =18 + 16 =23 + 11
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6 MIZYY T OPTOD 50 4 4 4
- onawnm o3 By 4 4 4
Total, v. 6 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
7* MWEPTIN 6 2 2 2
ARG "2RY T 3 3
W1 PP KD 3 3 3
Total, v. 7 8 =5 +3 =8 +0
8 ApDEbE N DY 7 4 4 4
Middle word DTN T DAY AN 4 4 4
109 =54 + 1 + 54 Total, v. 8 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
Strophe 3 Total, v. 6-8 24 =13 + 11 =24 + 0
Canto | Total, v. 2-8 58 =31 + 27 =47 + 11
9 Middle colon of the psalm, DY TR720 ™73 8 3 3 3
meaningful centre? "?l‘_[x'i.j YT TI?TJ‘W 3 3 3
(31=15+1 + 15) 70903 8o 2 2 2
Total, v. 9 8 =6 +2 =8 +0
10 ARTPN D12 IR IR IR 9 6 6 6
20 DTN TR YT 5 5 (3 5
" Total, v. 10 1 =6 +5 =6 + 5
Strophe 4 Total, v. 9-10 19 =12 + 7 =14 + 5
11 Refrainin Canto Il, A7237 5Pa8 07983 10 3 3 3
meaningful centre 2937 ‘7‘?3?5 M3 3 3 3
12 of Canto Il ARTR KD M3 oToND 11 4 4 4
5 OTN TR 4 4 4
Total, v. 12 8 =4 + 4 =0 + 8
Strophe 5  Total, v. 11-12 14 =7 + 7 =0 + 14
13 Vs.13-14 Coda ApTIDToR by 12 3 3
:772 NTIn 09U 3 3 3
14 DR WoINSRT D 13 4 4 4
T Y23m 8o 3 3 3
ADIoN e TPTo? 14 3 3 3
O iND 2 2 2
Strophe 6  Total, v. 13-14 18 =13 + 5 =18 + 0
Total, v. 12-14 26 =17 + 9 = 18 + 8
Canto I Total, v. 9-14 51 =32 + 19 =32 + 19
Total, v. 6-14 75 =45 + 30 =56 + 19
Total,v.2-14 109 =63 + 46 = 79 + 30
With the heading, v. 1-14 120 = 70 + 50

* Inv. 7a | follow the Masoretic Qere reading — see BHS.
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Observations

1. The middle word is 7¥3, 'in wrath', in v. 8b (109 = 54 + 1 + 54). A meaningful centre

may be found on colon level: v. 9a (31 =15 + 1 + 15):
TR TINTEY "3 You yourself record my wailing.*
* Literally ‘my nodding’, accompanying the act of wailing. Compare the typical body
movements to be seen at the Wailing (western) Wall in Jerusalem.

However, It is doubtful whether the middle colon is really the consciously designed
meaningful centre, for it does not exactly represent the essence of the psalm. In my
judgment, Psalm 56 has two meaningful centres, one in each of its two cantos.

The poem divides into two 7-verseline cantos (which Van der Lugt calls ‘a double
menorah-like pattern - compare the structure of Psalm 92):

Canto | (vs. 2-8) with 7 verselines and 58 words
Canto Il (vs. 9-14) with 7 verselines and 51 (3 x 17) words.

The refrain in Canto I, v. 5, is clearly its meaningful centre. Its outstanding position is
reinforced by the fact that it is phrased as words spoken about God within the context
of words directly addressed to God:
"5 2 T A RTR 8D nnn2 ovorg 1127 By ovitra
In God whose word | praise, in God | trust, | fear not; what can flesh do to me?
In Canto I, it is likewise the refrain, vs. 11-12, that constitutes its meaningful centre:
:927 5908 73 A 127 SN oTongt
"B 08 Ty I A NN NS M3 ovorat?
In God whose word | praise, in YHWH whose word | praise,
In God | trust, | fear not; what can man do to me?

The two meaningful centres are almost identical refrains. They clearly express the
gist of the psalm: the poet's conviction that the God, in whom he trusts, will protect
him from man's hostility.

The sudden change in the direction of address in vs. 13-14, the concluding strophe,
is reminiscent of the codas in Psalms 54:9, 55:24, and 59:18b-c. This means that the
concluding strophe, v. 13-14, is a coda. For the coda, see the General Introduction.

The author appears to have used not only the direction of address to give structure to
his text and to weave the divine name numbers into its fabric, but also syntax:

vs. 2-5 34 (2 x 17) words: 26 in the main, 8 in the subordinate clauses
vs. 2-10 34 (2 x 17) words after atnach

vs. 12-14 26 words in total, with 17 before atnach

vs. 9-14 51 (3 x 17) words in total (Canto II)

VSs. 6-12 51 (3 x 17) words in the main clauses

vs. 2-14 26 words in the subordinate clauses.

5. There are 10 references to God: n*rr")gg occurs 9 times and 77" once (v. 11b).
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