Psalm 50— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

o Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 50

e This is the first Asaphite psalm in the Psalter, and the only one in Book Il. For its function
as a bridge between the Korahite and Davidic psalms, see the Introduction to Book II.

¢ The meaningful centre of the poem is to be found on verseline level (v. 12). Its pivotal
position is highlighted by the fact that the middle colon (v. 12a) and the three pivotal
words (in v. 12a) fall precisely within the central verseline.

e The alternating speeches of the two speakers, God and the prophet, are cleverly used as
a device to give structure to this prophetic liturgy of divine judgement. Particularly
significant is the use of the number of fullness, 7 - symbolizing the completeness of
God'’s judgement - in the 175 (25 x 7) words, dividing into 126 (18 x 7) attributed to God
and 49 (7 x 7) spoken by the prophet. It shares this feature, among others, with Psalm
51, which it preludes in terms of the idea of the proper offering: in Psalm 51 the proper
offering is the contrite spirit of the broken-hearted sinner.

Strophic structure - cantosstanza boundary: ||

e Van der Lugt: 1-3, 4-6 || 7-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 || 16-18, 19-21, 22-23 (3 cantos with 9
strophes, 23 verselines and 51 cola).

e Fokkelman: 1-3, 4-6 || 7 || 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 || 16 || 17-18, 19-20, 21, 22-23 (5
stanzas with 12 strophes, 24 verselines — taking v. 21c separately — and 51 cola).

e Labuschagne: 1-2, 3-4,5-6 || 7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 || 16-18, 19-21, 22-23 (3 cantos
with 11 strophes, 23 verselines and 51 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
¢ Column c: words attributed to God; d: words spoken by the prophet.
¢ The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a c d
1 moRY T Heading 2 =2 +0
3T TTETIONDR 1 4 4
MTIRTRIM 2 2 2
HINADTTY WY 4 4
Total, v. 1 10 =6 +4 =0 +10
2 oobon e 2 3 3 3
;eI 0TTON 2 2 2
Total, v. 2 5 =5 40 =0 +5
Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-2 15 =11 + 4 =0 + 15
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3 wwn"‘vm 13‘7[‘7& X2 3 4 4

ADONR 1IDTUN 3 3
LTIRD T 120 3
Total, v. 3 10 =7 +3 =0 +10
4 ASPD OMYTONRT 4 5 4 4
SRE TR PWTON 4 4 4
Total, v. 4 8 =4 + 4 =0 + 8
Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-4 18 =11 + 7 = 0 + 18
Total, v. 1-4 33 =22 +11 = 0 + 33
5 o hTEeR 500 3 3 3
2%y M2 N3 4 4 4
Total, v. 5 /7 =3 +4 =7 +0
Total, v. 1-5 40 =25 +15 =7 + 33
6 MRS DMWY T 6 3 3 3
7190 NI DB DTN D 4 4
Total, v. 6 7 =3 +4 =0 +7
Strophe 3 Total, v. 5-6 14 =6 +8 =7 + 7
Total, v. 4-6 22 =10 + 12 = 7 + 15
Total, v. 3-6 32 =17 +15 =7 + 25
Canto | Total, v. 1-6 47 =28 + 19 = 7 + 40
7 TR MY WY 7 3 3
A2 TTEN O8N 3 3
it sy el =y i 3 3 3
Strophe 4 Total, v. 7 9 = +3 =9 +0
8 AR AU RD 8 4 4
20 IR TR 3 3 3
Total, v. 8 7 =4 +3 =7 +0
Total, v. 7-8 16 =10 + 6 =16 + O
9 AR TR RN RS 9 4 4
OTIRY RSO 2
Total, v. 9 6 =4 +2 =86 +0
Strophe 5 Total, v. 8-9 13 =8 + 5 =13 + 0
10 AR5 %D 100 5 5
;RPN MR 3 3 3
Total, v. 10 8 =5 +3 =8 +0
11 AT iR YT 11 4 4 4
STRY TR TN 3 3 3
Total, v. 11 7 =4 +3 =7 +0
Strophe 6 Total, v. 10-11 15 =9 +6 =15 + 0
Total, v. 8-11 28 =17 +11 =28 + 0
Total, v. 1-11 84 =51 + 33 =44 + 40
12 Mid. colon: 25+1+25 (77 TMAR™NX7 2vNOR 12 5 5 5
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Middle words: 86 +[3+ 86 :mxom Han o 4 4 4
Middle verseline: 23 =11 +1+11 Total, v. 12 9 =5 +4 =9 + 0
13 ADPIN T3 DR 13 3 3 3
TIOYN DTIRY O 3 3 3
Total, v. 13 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
Strophe 7 Total, v. 12-13 15 =8 +7 =15 + 0
Total, v. 10-13 30 =17 +13 =30 + 0
Total, v. 7-13 52 =31 +21 =52 + 0
14 ATTIR OVTOND MaT 14 3 3 3
ST TRRR DY) 3 3 3
Total, v. 14 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
15 ATIS DI WY 15 3 3 3
LXX 7129 :"372om 39N 2 2 2
Total, v. 15 5 =3 +2 =5 +0
Strophe 8 Total, v. 14-15 11 =6 + 5 =5 + 6
Total, v. 12-15 26 =14 +12 =20 + 6
Canto I Total, v. 7-15 63 =37 +26 =57 + 6
Total, v. 5-15 77 =43 +34 =864 + 13
Total, v. 4-15 85 =47 +38 =64 + 21
Total,v.1-15 110 = 65 + 45 = 64 + 46
16 OvToN TR YY) 16 3 3 3
~prt ek 77 4 4 4
HRT0Y N3 KD 4 4 4
Total, v. 16 11 =7 +4 =8 + 3
17 AT DRI TTIRY 17 3 3 3
SN 23T U 3 3 3
Total, v. 17 6 =3 +3 =6 +0
Total, v. 16-17 17 =10 + 7 =14 + 3
18 MY PIMI DR DROR 18 5 5
TR OUBNIY O 3 3
Total, v. 18 8 =5 +3 =8 +0
Strophe 9 Total, v. 16-18 25 =15 + 10 =22 + 3
19 AP RMRY TR 19 3 3 3
TR TTRRD I 3 3 3
Total, v. 19 6 =3 +3 =6 + 0
20 ATZTID TN WD 20 3 3 3
PRI RN 4 4 4
Total, v. 20 7 =3 +4 =7 +0
Total, v. 16-20 38 =21 +17 =35 + 3
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TP TN 21 33 3
MRS TN T R

PP TN DN 3 3 3
Total, v. 21 10 =7 + 3 =10 + 0
Strophe 10 Total, v. 19-21 23 =13 +10 =23 + O
Total, v. 18-21 31 =18 +13 =31 + 0
Total, v. 14-21 50 =34 +25 =50 + 9
"T-_I'i")gg "U;W DINT NI™2 22 5 5 5
:2°80 1) 78IS 4 4 4
Total, v. 22 9 =5 +4 =9 + 0
23 Coda AT ngﬂz A TI'TH'D mat 23 5 5 5
:OTTON DD RN 3 3 3
Total, v. 23 8 =5 +3 =8 + 0
Strophe 11 Total, v. 22-23 17 =10 + 7 =17 + O
Numerical Total, v. 16-20 38 =21 +17 =35 + 3
chiasmus Total, v. 21-23 27 =17 +10 =27 + 0
Canto Il Total, v. 16-23 65 =38 + 27 =62 + 3
Total, v. 7-23 128 =75 +53 =119 + 9
Total, v. 4-23 150 =85 + 65 =126 + 24
Total, v. 1-23 175 =103 + 72 =126 + 49
With the heading and ,‘I‘?Q (1x), v. 1-23 178 =105 + 73

Observations

1. The middle words of the psalm are to be found in v. 12a, 7% =MR¥5, 'l would not tell

you' (175 = 86 + 3 + 86), but they do not constitute a satisfactory meaningful centre.
We may consider the middle verseline, v. 12 (23 =11 + 1 + 11):

oM Han B A 75 kNS 2pxon
If I were hungry, | would not tell you // for the world and all that is in it are mine.

This does not sound particularly meaningful, which raises the question whether the
author really endeavoured to contrive a meaningful centre in terms of words or poetic
building blocks.

However, in terms of the divine speeches, God’'s 52-word address to his people
about sacrifices in the heart of the poem (vs. 7-13) would be a most appropriate
candidate. See below.

The psalm is skilfully structured by the divine speeches (Column c) and the prophet's
introductions and responses to them (Column d). Significantly, the 126 words
attributed to God and the 49 spoken by the prophet are both multiples of 7 (18 x 7
and 7 x 7 respectively). Additionally, God’s summons to his people (v. 5) and the first
response by the prophet (v. 6) are both made up of 7 words. The function of the
number of fullness is obviously to symbolize the completeness of God's judgement.
The compositional structure of the psalm based on the speeches is in accordance
with my view of the strophic and canto-structure, Canto | (Strophes 1-3), Canto Il
(Strophes 4-8), and Canto Il (Strophes 9-11):
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vs. 1-4 The prophet: Hark! The advance of the Judge! 33

v.5 God summons his covenant people 7
V.6 The prophet: response to the Judge’s summons 7
vs. 7-13 God addresses his people about sacrifices 52
v. 14 The prophet: offer praise as your sacrifice 6
v. 15 God promises to rescue his people 5
v. 16a The prophet: God will now speak to the wicked 3
vs. 16b-21 God addresses the wicked in particular 45

S. 22-23 God addresses all those who forget God 17
vs. 1-23 The entire prophetic liturgy of divine judgement 126 49

The first divine speech, God’s summons, is addressed specifically to the members of
the covenant (v. 5). It is followed by the prophet's response (v. 6), concluded in the
Masoretic text by selah which clearly functions as a device to differentiate God’s
summons and the prophet's response (vs. 5-6) from the major speech addressed to
the people (vs. 7-15). In order to differentiate this major speech (vs. 7-15) from the
final major speech addressed particularly to the wicked (vs. 16-23), the LXX has
another selah at the end of v. 15 (absent in the MT version in Codex L).

3. The major speeches in Canto | and Canto |l are additionally demarcated by the selah
at the end of v. 6 and by the refrain-like divine invitation in vs. 15 and 23. See Psalm
49:13 and 21 for the same technique, and compare Psalm 48:9 and 15.

4. 1t is important to note that the first major divine speech (vs. 7-13) comprises exactly
52 (2 x 26) words, which symbolizes God's presence in the divine judgement.

Also worth noting is the sudden switch to 2" person plural in v. 22, at the end of the
second major divine speech addressed to the wicked in Canto Ill: 'those who ignore
God'. The change in number is a consciously utilized device to draw special attention
to what is said in the concluding verselines 22-23. They are significantly made up of
17 words, once again symbolizing God's presence.

But there is more to it; the final verseline (v. 23) is clearly a coda, because it stands
out within the final strophe by the abrupt return to 2" person singular and by being a
refrain-like divine invitation like the one in v. 15. For the coda, consult the General
Introduction, “The use of a coda as a device for conclusion”.

It is important to note that, in addition to the psalm as a whole, the coda also preludes

Psalm 51 by referring explicitly to the sacrifice that honours God. In Psalm 51, it is

the offering of the contrite spirit of the broken-hearted sinner who confesses his guilt.
5. Despite his use of the primary structuring number 7, the author still managed to

weave the divine name numbers into the fabric of the text. Note the marked
preference for the divine name number 17:

vs. 3-6 17 words after atnach

vs. 8-11 17 words before atnach

vs. 1-11 51 (3 x 17) words before atnach

vs. 10-13 17 words before atnach

vs. 7-13 52 (2 x 26) words in God’s major address to Israel
vs. 12-15 26 words in total

vs. 7-15 26 words after atnach

vs. 5-15 34 (2 x 17) words after atnach
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VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.

4-15
16-17
16-20
14-21
22-23
21-23
7-23
4-23
1-23

85 (5 x 17) in total
17 words in total

17 words after atnach
34 (2 x 17) words before atnach

17 words in God'’s

address to those who forget him

17 words before atnach

119 (7 x 17) words in total in the four divine speeches

85 (5 x 17) words before athach
51 (3 x 17) cola in total.

6. The name 1" occurs only once (v. 1), and so do 5?5 (v. 1) and ,‘-_H'i7§ (v. 22); the
designation D”ff‘?;_s, '‘God', occurs 9 times.
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