Psalm 47— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines
e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
o For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 47

e The psalm has a very regular poetical structure:
Canto | vs. 2-6 2 strophes, 5 verselines (2 + 3) and 10 cola (4 + 6)
Canto Il vs. 7-10 2 strophes, 5 verselines (3 + 2) and 10 cola (6 + 4).

e Syntax appears to have been used to generate extra kabod- and divine name numbers.
The 46 words in the main clauses in vs. 2-9 (divided into 23 + 23), are probably based on

the fact that 46 represents the numerical value of the keyword 1717, 'sing praises’,
occurring no less than 5 times in vs. 7-8.

e The concluding verse (10), the only 2-verseline strophe, is clearly a coda.

Strophic structure - cantosstanza boundary: ||

e Van der Lugt and Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-6 || 7-9, 10 (2 cantos with 4 strophes, 10
verselines and 20 cola).

o Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5 || 6-8, 9-10 (2 stanzas with 4 strophes, 10 verselines and 20 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words in the main clauses; d: words in the subordinate clauses.
e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b C d
1 :7iem meieb nxmb Heading, v. 1 4 =4 + 0
2 ARSTIDPR OMPTTOD 1 4 4 4
;7137 Hip2 ovoxb w 4 4 4
3 The name sy T 2 4 4
functions as a device :mgg"v;"vx_z 5ﬁ7§ 15D 5 5 5
for inclusion in Canto | Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 17 =8 +9 =8 + 9
4 AMPRIR DY 73T 3 3
21037 NP oMK 3 3 3
5 AMINPIITTN NN 4 4 4 4
TP JTNTIYN 3P iR NN 5 5 5
Total, v. 4-5 15 =7 +8 =15 + 0
Total, v. 2-5 32 =15 + 17 =23 + 9
6 Vs. 6-7, the 2 middle ATYN3 TP T9Y 5 3 3
verselines: 10 =4 +2 +4 DWW ‘71?; 3 3
4 middle cola: 20=8+4+8 Total, v. 6 6 =3 + 3 =6 0
Strophe 3 Total, v. 4-6 21 =10 +11 =21 0
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Canto | Total, v. 2-6 38 =18 +20 =38 + O

AT DTN T 6 3 3

1T = 46 s e’ 3 3 3
(7 +13 + 20 + 6 = 46) Total, v. 7 6 =3 +3 =6_+0
Meaningful centre Total, v. 6-7 12 =6 + 6 =12 + 0
DTN PWTIR TR 7 5 5 5

:5vipn 2 2 2
Total, v. 8 7 =7 + 0 =2 + 5

Aoy DR TR 8 4 4 4

TR NOHY v oo 5 5 5
Total, v. 9 9 =4 +5 =9 +0
Strophe 3 Total, v. 7-9 22 =14 + 8 =21 + 5
Total, v. 6-9 28 =17 +11 =23 + 5
Total, v. 2-9 60 =32 + 28 =46 + 14

Coda DORI MY T 9
07728 770N O
PIWTID OTORD D 10 4 4 4
2B TR 2 2 2
Strophe 6 Total, v. 10 12 =12 + 0 =6 _+ 6
Total, v. 8-10 28 =23 + 5 =17 + 11
Canto I Total, v. 7-10 34 =26 + 8 =23 + 11
Total, v. 2-10 72 =44 +28 =52 + 20
With the heading, v. 1-10 76 =48 + 28
With 7199 (1x), v. 1-10 77 =48 + 29

Observations
1. The psalm does not have a meaningful centre in terms of its 72 words, the arithmetic

middle being between the first two words of v. 6b. It is only in terms of the 10
verselines and the 20 cola that such a centre can be found: the 2 pivotal verselines
and 4 pivotal cola, situated in vs. 6-7, astride the two cantos:
D1 D93 7T A~ ApmnD ooy 1oy
2370 11250 MW A T OVION 1
God has gone up to the shout of triumph // YHWH with the sound of the horn!
Praise God, sing praises // praise our king, sing praises!

The announcement of YHWH's enthronement and the call to hail him as the King is
particularly meaningful, since it expresses the gist of the psalm.

At first sight and in terms of content, the psalm may appear to divide into two
sections, of which the boudary is marked by the selah after v. 5.

vs. 2-5 Canto | the call to all nations to acclaim Israel's God
vs. 6-10 Canto Il the solemn celebration of YHWH's universal kingship.

However, on rhetorical grounds, Pieter van der Lugt (in a manuscript dealing with the
psalms of Book Il) has argued convincingly that the text divides into vs. 2-6 and 7-10.

Canto | vs.2-6 YHWH has subdued the nations for the sake of his people
Canto Il vs. 7-10 God has accepted his kingship and rules over the nations.
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The function of the selah may merely be to draw attention to what is said in v. 5.

3. The logotechnical unity of vs. 2-9 strongly suggests that v. 10 stands out as a coda.
This is corroborated by the striking reference to the 'people of the God of Abraham'’
(compare v. 4), and by the fact that v. 10 is the only 2-verseline strophe.

4. The name M1 occurs twice (vs. 3a and 6b) and only in Canto |, where it clearly
functions as a device for inclusion. In Canto Il, which is about YHWH's rule over the
nations (v. 9), the author explicitly used the designation DTI"?;S, ‘God’, to express that
he is also their God. There are 8 instances of DTI"?;S (or 7, as in Psalm 46) — see
BHS at 47:10a-a).

5. The epithet ﬁ“?:;, ‘Most High’, expressing YHWH's supremacy, occurs in v. 3a —
compare Ps. 46:5b. For the importance of this keyword, see Observation 6 in my
Analysis of Psalm 9-10.

6. The sacred numbers symbolizing God's presence feature in the following instances:

vs. 2-3 17 words in total
vs. 2-5 32 words in total, with 17 words after atnach
vs. 2-5 23 words in the main clauses (Column c)
vs. 6-9 23 words in the main clauses (Column c)
vs. 6-9 17 words before athach
vs. 2-9 32 words before atnach
vs. 8-10 23 words before atnach and 17 words in the main clauses
vs. 7-10 34 (2 x 17) words, with 26 words before atnach
vs. 2-10 52 (2 x 26) words in the main clauses (Column c).
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