Psalm 42-43— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book II.
For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 42-43

Psalm 42-43 is the first of the eleven Korahite psalms in the Psalter: seven in Book Il
(Psalms 42-49), and four in Book Il (Psalms 84-85 and 87-88).

As in the case of Psalm 9-10, there is no cogent evidence to show that Psalm 42-43
comprises two different poems. It is a coherent literary unity with an ingenious structure
fundamentally determined by the three refrains and the words directly addressed to God.
A striking feature is the single occurrence of the name YHWH in comparison with the 17
occurrences of the word D‘ff")?ﬁ, 'God'. This number significantly corresponds to the 17
verselines, and 17 Masoretic verses, and recurs in the 187 (11 x 17) words of the psalm.

Strophic structure - cantosstanza boundary: ||

Van der Lugt: 2-4, 5-6 || 7-9, 10-12 || 43:1-2, 3-5 (3 cantos demarcated by a refrain, 6
strophes, 17 verselines, 37 cola, disregarding the change in the direction of address).*
Fokkelman: 2-3, 4 || 5, 6 || 7, 8, 9-10 || 11, 12, 43:1-2 || 3-4, 5 (56 stanzas with 12
strophes, with 29 verselines and 63 cola).

Labuschagne: 2, 3-4, 5, 6 || 7-8, 9, 10-11, 12 || 43:1-2, 3-4, 5 (3 cantos marked by three
refrains, 11 strophes determined by the direction of address, 17 verselines and 42 cola,
on account of the atnach in 42:3, 7 and 9, and taking v. 5 as two bicola).

Logotechnical analysis vs.

1

Column a: words before atnach; b: words after the atnach;
Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
:1P™33% D2n mEnS Heading, v. 1 4 4
OMTRER OV IR DD 1 5 5
:OTOR PR 1D0 WDl 13 5 5
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2 10 =5 +5 =10 + O
1 Db oToNG wol ey 2 5
ARTIN 2 2 2
:OVTON M2 TN 3 3 3
Total, v. 3 10 =7 + 3 =0 +10
Total, v. 2-3 20 =12 + 8 =0 + 10

! Private communication: manuscript in preparation.
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Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-4
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Total, v. 5
Total, v. 3-5
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Strophe 4 Total, v. 6

Total, v. 3-6
Total, v. 2-6

MIRYN wa1 "2y [oN]
AT TINR T 12758
:DRN TR OYiInm
Total, v. 7

8 ~izs Bk XTI o nbyoinn

172y *‘7:: 79 I '7::
Total, v. 8
Total, v. 7-8
from [y M) o
ARy 1T N
17=8+1+8 - By mhan
(Middle) Strophe 6 Total, v. 9
RIS D who SR KN

MR ]m‘v: -|‘7x P -m'v

Total, v. 10
Total, v. 2-10

AMIR DT DIRRY3 M3
T-r‘ax i Y=t oy ajpyialiol

Total, v. 11
Total, v. 10-11
Total, v. 7-11

By IR W TN
ARTIR TV DYTORD i
TN M2 nbw

Strophe 3

6* Refrain

Canto |

7*

Strophe 5

9 Single instance
Middle verseline:

10

11

Strophe 7

12 Refrain

Strophe 8 Total, v. 12
Total, v. 10-12

Total, v. 9-12

Canto Il Total, v. 7-12
Total, v. 2-12

3 6 6 6

6 6 6

12 =6 +6 =0 +12

22 =13 + 9 =0 + 22

4 5 5 5

4 4 4

5 5 5 5

3 3 3

17 =17 + 0 =0 +17

39 =30 + 9 =0 + 39

6 5 5 5

5 5 5

213 23 2/3

12/13=12/13 + 0 = 0+12/13

51/52 =42/43 + 9 = 0 +51/52

61/62 = 47/48 + 14 = 0+ 61/62
7 413 43 4/3
2 2 2
3 3 3

12/11 = 9/8 + 3=12/11 + 0
8 6 6 6
5 5 5

11 =6 +5 =11 + 0

23/22 = 15/14 + 8=23/22 + 0

9 4 4 4

3 3 3

3 3 3

10 =7 +3 =0 +10

10 5 5 5

5 5 5

10 =10 + 0 =0 +10

104 = 79 + 25= 33/32 + 72

11 4 4 4

6 6 6

10 =4 +6 =0 +10

20 =14 + 6 = 0 + 20

53/52 = 36/35 + 17 = 23/22 + 30

12 6 6 6

5 5 5

3 3 3

14 =11 + 3 =0 +14

3 =25 + 9 =0 +34

44 =32 +12 =0 + 44

67/66 = 47/46_+ 20 = 23/22 + 44

128 = 94 + 34=33/32 + 96
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43:1 T I OO e 13 4 4 4
AT NS i3 3 3 3
:q0PEn W) TN 4 4 4

Total, v. 1 11 = 7 + 4 =11 + 0
43:2 DM IS TN O TONTD 14 6 6 6
27N P93 Ton TS 5 5 5

Total, v. 2 11 =11 + 0 =11 + 0

Strophe 9 Total, v. 1-2 22 =18 + 4 =22 + 0
43:3 AYAMIIY FIRTT TIORNY IIRTTOW 15 5 5 5
P TRESYRTON] YR IT 0N N 6 6 6

Middle words of 43:1-5 26 + 7 + 26 Total, v. 3 117 =5 + 6 =11 + 0
43:4 O¥ToN M2 0N TINIINT 16 4 4 4
5 A Ly ‘7& 4 4 4
N OvoR DD TN 4 4 4

Total, v. 4 12 =12 +.0 =12 + 0

Strophe 10 Total, v. 3-4 23 =17 + 6 =23 + 0

43:5 Refrain "2¥ "0~ WO WTIAYN T 17 6 6 6

AITIR TiDD TToRY i 5 5 5

:TTON) M2 nbw 3 3 3

Strophe 11 Total,v. 5 14 =11 + 3 = 0 + 14

Total, v. 4-5 26 =23 + 3 =12 + 14

Canto Il Total, v. 1-5 59 = 46 + 13 = 45 + 14

Grand Total, Ps. 42:2-43:5 187 =140 + 47 = 77 +110

With the heading, Ps. 42:1-43:5

191 =144 + 47

*In 42:5b | read 277X 'H'OZ:I, ‘in the ranks of the elite’ instead of DTN @2 (cf. HAL, s.v. ™).
In 42:6-7 | have restored the text by moving the first word of v. 7 to the end of v. 6 (see BHS). The
latter emendation is based on the two other refrains (42:12 and 43:5). The word-counts of the
emended text are highlighted. It does not affect the total number of words.

Observations

1. Like Psalms 9 and 10, Psalms 42 and 43 constitute a single composition, despite the

fact that the psalm is presented in Codex L and other editions as two separate
poems. In some manuscripts Psalm 43 even has a heading: ‘Ij‘f?, '‘belonging to
David', while the LXX has 'Psalm of David' (cf. BHS). In several other manuscripts
the two parts rightly appear as a single psalm.

The structural unity of Psalm 42-43 is not only attested by the content and the use of
the three refrains as a demarcating device (42:6, 12, and 43:5), but also numerically
by the 17 verselines, the 17 occurrences of the word D“ﬁ5§, '‘God', and by the total
number of words: 187 (11 x 17). Note also that the 7 Korahite psalms have altogether
119 (7 x 17) verselines! See Table VI in the Introduction to Book II.

In terms of the 187 (11 x 17) words of the psalm, the middle word is, "7, 'my life’, in
v. 9¢ (187 =93 + 1 + 93), which is not very likely to have been consciously designed
as the meaningful centre. A far better candidate is to be found in terms of the poetic
structure: the middle verseline, v. 9, which coincides with the middle strophe:
2 OR5 mPER A wy Y 7D Ten T Mt and
By day YHWH grants his love / at night a song for him is with me //
a prayer to the God of my life.
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3. The canto structure is clearly determined by the words addressed to God and by the
three refrains: each canto begins with a passage directly addressed to God and ends

with a refrain:
Canto |

Canto Il

Canto Il

Strophe 1 V. 2 10 words addressed to God
Strophe 2 vs. 3-4 22 words spoken about God
Strophe 3 v.5 17 words spoken about God
Strophe 4 v. 6 (refrain) 13 words spoken about God
Strophe 5 vs. 7-8 22 words addressed to God

Strophe 6 v. 9 (centre) 10 words spoken about God
Strophe 7 vs. 10-11 20 words spoken about God
Strophe 8 v. 12 (refrain) 14 words spoken about God

Strophe 9 43:1-2 22 words addressed to God
Strophe 10  43:3-4 23 words addressed to God
Strophe 11  43:5 (refrain) 14 words spoken about God.

4. The divine name numbers and the kabod numbers feature in the following instances:

42:2-4
42:5
42:4-5
42:3-6
42:3-8
42:3-8
42:2-9
42:9-10
42:2-10
42:7-11
42:10-12
42:9-12
42:7-12
42:2-12
43:1-3
43:3-4
43:4-5
43:1-5

32 words in total

17 words in total

23 words before atnach

52 (2 x 26) words in total

17 words after atnach

23 words addressed to God and 52 (2 x 26) spoken about him
69 (3 x 23) words before atnach and 32 addressed to God
17 words before atnach

104 (4 x 26) words in total

52 (2 x 26) words in total, with 17 after atnach

34 (2 x 17) words in total

32 words before atnhach

46 (2 x 23) words before atnach

128 (4 x 32) words in total, with 34 (2 x 17) after atnach
23 words before atnach

23 words in total, with 17 before atnach

26 words in total, with 23 before atnach

46 (2 x 23) words before atnach.

5. The name 17" is relatively scarce in the 31 psalms of Book Il, for it appears only 36

times — see the Introduction to Book I, Table V. In the present psalm, it features only
once, in 42:9a, where it highlights the meaningful centre. For the use of a significant
(middle or only) instance of the divine name as a highlighting device, see the General
Introduction, “Special devices to highlight the meaningful centre”.

The designation DTI"?;S, ‘God’, however, occurs no less than 17 times. The word 5?5,

'‘God’, appears 4 times (vs. 3a, 9c, 10a, and 43:4a).
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