Psalm 31— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book I.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Specific features of Psalm 31

e Together with Psalm 30, this psalm forms a bridge between between the well-defined
coherent sub-groups of eleven psalms: Psalms 19-29 and 32-41.

e A defining feature of the poem is the use of words spoken about God in the prayer to
determine the strophic structure of the text in much the same way as in Psalm 30.

e Another feature it shares with Psalm 30 is the structuring role of the number of fullness,
7, and the use of syntax to achieve a desired number of words in the subordinate
clauses, in this case, 52 (2 x 26) words (Column d).

Strophic structure - canto/Stanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |

e Van der Lugt: 2-3, 4-6, 7-9 || 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 || 16-17, 18-19 | 20-21, 22-23 || 24-25
(4 cantos with 11 strophes, 29 verselines and 63 cola).

e Fokkelman: 2-3, 4-5 | 6-7, 8-9 || 10-11, 12, 13-14 || 15-17, 18-19, 20-21 | 22-23 || 24-25
(3 stanzas with 12 strophes, 32 verselines and 68 cola, taking vs. 10 and 12c-e as bicola,
v. 19 as a tricolon, and vs. 18, 20 and 21 as having two bicolic verselines each).

e Labuschagne: 2-3, 4-6 || 7-9 | 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 | 16-17, 18-19, 20-21 || 22-23 || 24-25
(4 cantos determined by the change in the direction of address, with 11 strophes, 29
verselines and 66 cola, taking vs. 18, 19, and 20 as tricola).

e For an overview of other divisions of the text, see Van der Lugt, CAS, Psalm 31, § 6.

Logotechnical analysis
e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words in the main clauses; d: words in the subordinate clauses.

Total a b c d
1 s i 8IS Heading, v. 1 33
2 oM T A2 1 3 3 3
AQRIvD mEioNTON 3 3 3
W7D TNRTSI 2 2 2
Total, v. 2 8 =6 + 2 =8 + 0
3 TAR PR ET 2 3 3 3
i By 2 2 2
ronTMeR S T 3 4 4 4
IS PiTsn b 3 3 3
 Total, v. 3 12 =12 + 0 =12 + 0
Strophe 1 Total, v. 2-3 20 =18 + 2 =20 + O
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4 AR IR WHOTD 4 4 4 4
£I207200 T Y R 4 4 4
Total, v. 4 8 = 4 + 4 = 0 + 8
5 A T N IR 5 5 5 5
Middle words of vs. 2-9 ™01 ROR™D 3 3 3
69=33+3+33 Total, v. 5 8 =5 + 3 =5 + 3
6 T TRER T2 6 3 3 3
R DN YT DR 0D 5 5 5
Total, v. 6 8 = 8 + 0 = 8 + 0
Strophe 2 Total, v. 4-6 24 =17 + 7 =13 + 11
Canto | Total, v. 2-6 44 =35 + 9 =33 + 11
7 AW DT TR 7 4 4 4
ygigtiaml ﬂlﬂj"?tﬁ byl 4 4 4
Words spoken about God Total, v. 7 8 = 4 + 4 = 8 + 0
Total, v. 2-7 52 =39 + 13 =41 + 11
8 TIOTI RPN 8 3 3 3
ATIDTON DR W 4 4 4
W1 NINSD YT 3 3 3
Total, v. 8 10 = 7 + 3 = 3 + 7
9 AR IO NDY 9 4 4 4
7037 22 DT 3 3 3
Total, v. 9 7 = 4 + 3 = 7 + 0
Total, v. 8-9 17 =11 + 6 =10 + 7
Canticle 1.1 Strophe 3  Total, v. 7-9 25 =15 + 10 =18 + 7
Total, v. 2-9 69 =50 +19 =51 + 18
10 BRI T WT 105 5 2 3
Y oYo2 TWQWSTJ 3 3 3
e i R/ 20 2 2 2
Total, v. 10 10 =10 + 0 = 2 + 8
11 TR0 11 4 4 4
FTTIND "N 2 2 2
Ao pa DD 12 3 3 3
NP I 2 2 2
Total, v. 11 11 = 9 + 2 =11 + O
Strophe 4 Total, v. 10-11 21 =19 + 2 =13 + 8
12 7R T R ThIn 13 4 4 4
TR "9 2 2 2
wTR? D) 2 2 2
"Yﬂl‘l; W9 14 2 2 2
20301 973 2 2 2
Total, v. 12 12 =10 + 2 =12 + O
Total, v. 2-12 102 =79 + 23 =76 + 26
13 Middle verseline: ":‘?D igimlol *mrj;c;i:_ 15 3 3 3
20=14+1 +14 - 728 523 m 3 3 3
Middle cola: 66 =32 + 2+ 32 Total, v. 13 6 = 3 + 3 = 6 _+0
Strophe 5 Total, v. 12-13 18 =13 + 5 =18 + O
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14 Middle words: o2 noTTwny D 16 4 4 4
217 =105 +[7] + 105 miymiolaJighhie 2 2 2
Aby T DRI 17 3 3 3
ST W2 RS 3 3 3
Total, v. 14 12 = 9 + 3 = 0 + 12
Total, v. 10-14 51 =41 + 10 =31 + 20
Total, v. 8-14 68 =52 + 16 =41 + 27
15 ATYTY R Y WY 18 4 4 4
STION TN RN 3 3 3
Total, v. 15 /7 = 4 + 3 = 7 + 0
Strophe 6  Total, v. 14-15 19 =13 + 6 =7 + 12
Canticle 11.2 Total, v. 10-15 58 =45 + 13 =38 + 20
16 MRRY T2 19 2 2 2
DRI TINTTT NPT 4 4
Total, v. 16 6 = 2 + 4 = 6 + 0
17 A‘[‘I:SJ"?SJ T ATRT 20 4 4 4
$T]TIOM2 Win 2 2 2
Total, v. 17 6 = 4 + 2 = 6 + 0
Strophe 7 Total, v. 16-17 12 =6 + 6 =12 + 0
Total, v. 10-17 70 =51 +19 =50 + 20
18 ATIRTR D TPIRTON T 21 5 5 3
0wYn w3 2 2 2
IS M 2 2 2
Total, v. 18 9 =5 + 4 =7 + 2
19 opv ne mnbyn 22 3 3 3
POy P13oY NinaTa 4 4 4
11937 MNID 2 2 2
Total, v. 19 9 = 9 + 0 =9 + 0
Strophe 8  Total, v. 18-19 18 =14 + 4 =16 + 2
20 ﬂ‘&gj“? DIDSTIWR WM 23 6 6 3 3
A2 00 noee 3 3 3
:0TR 2 T 3 3 3
21 W 0D T2 M3 TTHON 24 5 5 5
RS 20 202 DiEsn 4 4 4
Strophe 9 TotaI', v. 20-21 21 =18 + 3 =15 + 6
Canticle 11.3 Total, v. 16-21 51 =38 + 13 =43 + 8
22 ATIT N2 25 2 2 2
:i%n w2 S ien 8o D 6 6 6
Words spoken about God Total, v. 22 8 = 2 + 6 = 2 + 6
23 MATMIMAR Y 26 3 3 3
TP TR TN 3 3 3
e i penY 198 27 4 4 4
STON WD 2 2 2
Total, v. 23 12 =12 + 0 =12 + O
Canto Il Strophe 10 Total, v. 22-23 20 =14 + 6 =14 + 6
Total, v. 16-23 71 =52 +19 =57 + 14
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24 vs. 24-25 Coda 1"1";)13“7; TITTINAON 28 5 5 5
Call to the faithful to trust God 7177 %83 211K 3 3 3
TN MY DSy obwm 5 5 5
Total, v. 24 13 = 8 + 5 =13 + 0
25 Do PRRMPTT 20 3 3 3
1o oo 3 3 3
Total, v. 25 6 = 3 + 3 =6 + 0
Canto IV Strophe 11 Total, v. 24-25 19 =11 + 8 =19 + O
Total, v. 20-25 60 =43 + 17 = 48 + 12
Words spoken about God, v. 7, 22, 24-25 35 =21 + 14 = 29 + 6
Words addressed to God, v. 2-6, 8-21, 23 182 =137 + 45 =136 + 46
Total, v. 2-25 217 =158 + 59 =165 + 52
With the heading, v. 1-25 220 =161 + 59

Observations

1.

In terms of the 217 words of the poem, its arithmetic centre is constituted by the 7
words in vs. 13b-14a, significantly made up of 26 letters (105 + 7 + 105):
D°37 3T TWRY 2 TR 523
I have become like a broken vessel // for | hear the whispering of many.

At first sight, these words may be regarded as the deliberately designed meaningful
centre, but in terms of the 29 verselines of the poem, there is a more likely candidate:
the middle verseline, v. 13 (29 = 14 + 1 + 14), which coincides with the two middle
cola (66 = 32 + 2 + 32):

+73K *H232 "M A 250 N3 nnoY
| have passed out of mind like one who is dead // | have become like a broken vessel.
Judged from their material content, neither of the two presumed meaningful centres
express what may be called the gist of the poem. Both deal one-sidedly with the pitiful
condition of the supplicant, but perhaps this was what the author intended.
This is compensated by what may be considered the meaningful centre of vs. 2-9,
Van der Lugt’'s Canto |, as observed by him, the 3 words in v. 5b (69 = 33 + 3 + 33):

MW TNRTD  For you are my refuge.
This statement is very reminiscent of the meaningful centre of Psalm 23 (v. 4d):

MY TNRTD  For you are with me.

In terms of the change in the direction of address, the text divides as follows:
vs. 2-6 Strophes 1-2 words addressed to God
v. 7 Strophe 3a words spoken about God
vs. 8-21 Strophes 3b-9 words addressed to God
V. 22 Strophe 10a words spoken about God
v. 23 Strophe 10b words addressed to God
vS. 24-25 Strophes 11-12 words spoken about God.

This shows that the author has used the words spoken about God as an attention-
drawing device to highlight the beginning of Strophes 3-9 and Strophe 10, and to
mark the end of the poem, Strophes 11-12 (Canto IV). Canto IV is clearly a coda. See
the General Introduction, “The use of a coda as a device for conclusion.”
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But there is more to it, if the author intended the sudden switch in his prayer to words
spoken about God as a device to mark his canto structure. In that case, we get the
following canto division:

vs. 2-6 Canto | Prayer for deliverance and expression of trust
vs. 7-21 Canto Il Affirmation of trust in YHWH as the only protector
vs. 22-23 Canto Il Blessed be YHWH who heard my prayer

vS. 24-25 Canto IV Call to all the faithful to trust in YHWH.

Seeing the structuring function of the change in the direction of address in many
psalms, the canto structure presented here deserves serious consideration.

3. The divine name numbers are woven into the fabric of the text in a very skilful way.
The number 26 features in the following instances:

vs. 2-7 52 (2 x 26) words in total

vs. 2-12 26 words in the subordinate clauses (Column d)
vs. 13-25 26 words in the subordinate clauses (Column d)
vs. 8-14 52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

vs.16-23 52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

vs. 2-6, 8-21, 23 182 (7 x 26) words addressed to God.
The number 17 shows up in even more instances:

vs. 4-6 17 words before atnach

vs. 8-9 17 words in total

vs. 2-9 51 (3 x 17) words in the main clauses
vs. 2-12 102 (6 x 17) words in total

vs. 10-14 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 8-14 68 (4 x 17) words in total

vs. 10-17 51 (3 x 17) words before atnach

vs. 16-21 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 20-25 17 words after atnach

v. 2-6, 8-21, 23 136 (8 x 17) words in the main clauses, addressed to God.
4. The number 7, symbolizing fullness and abundance, features very prominently:

217 (31 x 7) words in total in the psalm

7 words in the arithmetic centre, flanked by 105 (15 x 7) words on either side
14 (2 x 7) verselines flanking the central verseline (v. 13) on either side.

35 (5 x 7) words in total spoken about God

182 (26 x 7) words in total addressed to God.

This seems to suggest that the use of 7, the number of fullness and abundance, as
structuring device was prompted by the words 11:1:“7:_7, ‘abundantly’, ‘excessively’,
‘exceedingly’, which appear in v. 24c, the call on all saints to love and trust God:

Love YHWH, all you saints!

YHWH preserves the faithful // but abundantly requites the arrogant.
Be strong and let your heart take courage // all you who wait for YHWH.

5. It is hard to say whether the number 31, on its part, has any special significance. It
features in the 217 (31 x 7) words in total, and in the 31 words on either side of the
central colon (31 + 1 + 31). However, this being the 31%' Psalm seems to suggest that
it does have significance, particularly in light of what we have observed in Psalms 5,
13, and 17. See Observation 2 in my Analysis of Psalm 5!
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6. There are altogether 10 occurrences of the name 7" (vs. 2a, 6b, 7b, 10a, 15a, 18a,
22a, 24a, 24b, and 25b). They are part of a series of 78 (3 x 26) in Psalms 29-35.
See the General Introduction “The name YHWH woven into the fabric of the text”, and
the Introduction to Book I, Table I. The designation 5?5, ‘God’, occurs once (v. 6b); so

does *:f‘vg_g, ‘my God’ (v. 15b).
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