Psalm 26— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book I.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the "Key to the charts".

Special features of Psalm 26

e The author used in total 10 words to speak about God in order to achieve exactly 68
words (4 x 17) in the category ‘words spoken to God’ in vs. 2-11. At the same time, the
change in the direction of address marks v. 12 as a coda.

e The innocence of the speaker is eloquently expressed in the 2 middle verselines, vs. 6-7,
which constitute the meaningful centre. It falls within a larger core, vs. 4-7, the
protestation of innocence, which stands out as being flanked by 22 words on either side.

Strophic structure - canto/Stanza boundary: ||

e Van der Lugt: 1-3, 4-5 || 6-8, 9-10 || 11-12 (3 cantos with 5 strophes, 12 verselines and
25 cola, taking v. 1 as a tricolon).

e Fokkelman: 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, 9-10, 11-12 (6 strophes with 13 verselines and 26 cola,
taking the last 4 words of v. 1 as a bicolon, and regarding v. 1 as a separate strophe).

e Labuschagne: 1, 2-3 || 4-5, 6-7 || 8-10 || 11-12 (4 cantos with 6 strophes, 12 verselines
and 25 cola).

e For an overview of other divisions of the text, see Van der Lugt, CAS, Psalm 26, § 6.

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.

e The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 75 Heading 1 1

WY 1 2 2 2
Asn:i?a smn: 53.}5—&3 4 4 4

:TmN NS P T 4 4 4

Strophe 1 Total, v. 1 10 = 6 + 4 = 6 + 4
2 AN T W 2 3 3
251 niH2 Mo 3 3 3

"~ Total,v. 2 6 = 3 + 3 = 6 + 0

Total, v. 1-2 16 = 9 + 7 =12 + 4
3 APY TRR TR 3 4 4 4
LORND PRI 2 2 2

Total, v. 3 6 = 4 + 2 = 6 + 0

Strophe 2 Total, v. 2-3 12 =7 4+ 5 =12 + 0

Canto | Total, v. 1-3 22 =13 + 9 =18 + 4
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4 ARWTINTOY oS 4 5 5 5
:Riax 85 ombys o 4 4 4

Total, v. 4 9 =5 + 4 = 9 + 0
5 Ay IR TNY 50 3 3 3
:2wR ¥5 owYTom 4 4 4

Total, v. 5 7 = 3 + 4 = 7 + 0

Strophe 3 Total, v. 4-5 16 =8 + 8 =16 + 0

Total, v. 1-5 38 =21 + 17 =34 + 4
6 Two middle [words| MEDPRIR YT 6 3 3 3
84 = 41 +[J + 41 ;71T 2NN 220N 4 4 4
7 NTTIR Sipaeneb 7 3 3 3
Middle verselines (6-7) : T0iR5D1"52 7209 3 3 3

Meaningful centre Strophe 4 Total, v. 6-7 13 =6 + 7 =13 + 0

Canto I Total, v. 4-7 29 =14 +15 =29 + O

Total, v. 1-7 51 =27 +24 =47 + 4
8 AR TR MIIN TIT 8 4 4 4
:77I22 12w Dipm 3 3 3

Total, v. 8 7 = 4 + 3 =7 + 0
9 AD) DNEITOY ONDTOR 9 5 5 5
in il v alvy 4 4 4

Total, v. 9 9 =5 + 4 = 9 + 0
10 AT DTN 10 3 3 3
I TN o 3 3 3

Total, v. 10 6 = 3 + 3 = 6 + 0

Canto Il Strophe 5 Total, v. 8-10 22 =12 +10 =22 + O

Total, v. 6-10 35 =18 + 17 =35 + 0

Total, v. 1-10 73 =39 +34 =69 + 4
11 ToN BN 113 3 3
LM 17D 2 2 2

Total, v. 11 5 =5 + 0 =5 + 0

Total, v. 8-11 27 =17 +10 =27 + 0

Total, v. 2-11 68 =38 +30 =68 + 0

Total, v. 1-11 78 =44 + 34 =74 + 4

12 Coda ARG TTIRY P 12 3 3 3

T TN OO 3 3 3

Total, v. 12 6 = 3 + 3 = 0 + 6

Canto IV Strophe 6 Total, v. 11-12 11 = 8 + 3 = 5 + 6

Total, v. 10-12 17 =11 + 6 =11 + 6

Total, v. 9-12 26 =16 + 10 =20 + 6

Total, v. 6-12 46 =26 +20 =40 + 6

Total, v. 4-12 62 =34 +28 =56 + 6

Total, v. 2-12 74 =41 +33 =68 + 6

Total, v. 1-12 84 =47 + 37 =74 + 10

With the heading, v. 1-12 85 =48 + 37

© 2006 Casper J. Labuschagne ps026— rev. 05/07/08 1:08 PM Page 2



Observations

1.

6.

The arithmetic centre in terms of the 84 words of the poem is constituted by the first
two words of v. 6b, which cannot be regarded as meaningful. As in many psalms, the
meaningful centre is to be found in terms of the poetic structure; in this case, in terms
of the two middle verselines, vs. 6-7 (12=5+ 2 + 5):

HTUT TTMIN 320K 4023 11PI3 N
:TRIRGDI 52 9% A 1TiR HinD pawh

| wash my hands in innocence // and go in procession round your altar, YHWH,
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving // and recounting all your wondrous deeds.

This statement is an appropriate focal point at the end of the more extensive
protestation of innocence in vs. 4-7 — see below Observation 3.

When we include the 1-word heading in the word-count, the logotechnical centre is
constituted by the seven words in v. 6, making them a meaningful centre on word
level: 85 = 39 + 7 + 39. This is the reason, in my opinion, why the editor of the psalm
chose a 1-word heading.

The sudden change in v. 1c to words spoken about God clearly suggests a caesura
between v. 1 and v. 2. This caesura is overlooked by Van der Lugt and Christensen.
In fact, Christensen shows little regard for syntax in his division of the text by
assuming caesurae within indisputable syntactical units: between 2||3, 4||5 and 9]|10.

A typical feature of the poem is that vs. 1-10 display a symmetric pattern in which the
29-word protestation of innocence is enveloped by 22 words on either side, resulting
in the core being 'embraced' by 51 (3 x 17) words [22 + 29 =51 = 29 + 22]:

vs. 1-3 Canto | 22 (2 x 11) words
vs. 4-7 Canto Il 29 words
vs. 8-10 Cantos IlI-IV 22 (2 x 11) words.

The fact that vs. 1-3 and 8-10 are both made up of 22 words may suggest that the 22
letters of the alphabetic acrostic in Psalm 25 still reverberate in Psalm 26.

The divine name numbers occur in the following instances:

vs. 1-5 34 (2 x 17) words addressed to God, with 17 words after atnach
vs. 1-7 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 6-10 17 words after atnach

vs. 2-11 68 (4 x 17) words addressed to God

vs. 8-11 17 words before atnach

vs. 1-11 78 (3 x 26) words in total

vs. 6-12 26 words before atnach

vs. 10-12 17 words in total

vs. 9-12 26 words in total

vs. 4-12 34 (2 x 17) words before atnach

vs. 1-12 26 cola in total and 85 (5 x 17) words including the heading.

In terms of form and content, v. 12 is clearly a coda. For the coda, see the General
Introduction, “The use of a coda as a device for conclusion”.

7. The name 77" occurs 6 times (vs. 1a, 1c, 2a, 6b, 8a, and 12b).
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