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Numerical Features of the Book of Job 
A New Approach to its Structural Design 

Please read the General Introduction 

Fourteen views on the structural design of the book of Job 
The passages marked blue are presumed to be a more ‘original text’ according to the commentator in question. 

L.H.K. BLEEKER (Job, in: Tekst en Uitleg 1926): 1,1-2,13: Prologue; || 4,1-14,22: First Round;  15,1-21,34: Second Round; 
22,1-31,40: Third Round;  32,1-37,24: Elihu’s Speeches;  38,1-41,34: YHWH’s Answer;  42,1-6: Job’s Response (the original 
conclusion of the book). || 42,7-9;  42,10-17: Job’s rehabilitation and restoration. My translation of the headings. 

G. HÖLSCHER (Das Buch Hiob, in: HAT 17, 1937): 1,1-5; 1,6-12; 1,13-22; 2,1-6; 2,7-10; 2,11-13: Prolog; || 3,1-26: Hiob;  
4,1-5,27: Eliphas;  6,1-7,21: Hiob;  8,1-22: Bildad;  9,1-10,22: Hiob;  11,1-20: Sophar;  12,1-14,22: Hiob;  15,1-35: Eliphas; 
16,1-17,16: Hiob;  18,1-21: Bildad;  19,1-29: Hiob;  20,1-29: Sophar;  21,1-34: Hiob;  22,1-30: Eliphas;  23,1-24,25: Hiob; 
25,1.26,2-4.25,2-6.26,5-14: Bildad; 27,1-12: Hiob; 27,13-23: Sophar; 28,1-28: Einlage: Von der göttlichen Weisheit; 29,1-
31,40: Hiob; || 32,1-37,24: Einlage: Reden Elihus;  38,1-42,6: Jahwes Antwort und Hiobs Schlußwort; || 42,7-17: Epilog.  

A. WEISER (Das Buch Hiob, in: ATD 13, 1951):  1,1-5;  1,6-12;  1,13-22;  2,1-6;  2,7-10;  2,11-13: Prolog; || 3,1-26: Hiob;  
4,1-5,27: Eliphas;  6,1-7,21: Hiob;  8,1-22: Bildad;  9,1-10,22: Hiob;  11,1-20: Sophar;  12,1-14,22: Hiob; || 15,1-35:  
Eliphas;  16,1-17,16: Hiob;  18,1-21: Bildad;  19,1-29: Hiob;  20,1-29: Sophar;  21,1-34: Hiob; || 22,1-30: Eliphas;   
23,1-24,25: Hiob;  25,1-6: Bildad;  26,1-14: Hiob;  27,1-23: Hiob;  27,13-23: Sophar; || 28,1-28: Das Gedicht von der 
Weisheit;  29,1-30,31: Einst und Jetzt;  31,1-40: Hiobs Reinigungseid; || 32,1-37,24: Die Reden des Elihu;  38,1-42,6: Die 
Theophanie; || 42,7-10;  42,11-17: Der Epilog. 

J.H. KROEZE (Het boek Job, in: COT 1961): 1,1-2,13: Introductory information;  3,1-26: Job’s Complaint;  4,1-14,22: First 
Round;  15,1-21,34: Second Round;  22,1-26,14: Third Round;  27,1-31,40: Job’s Final Speeches;  32,1-37,24: The 
Intervention of Elihu;  38,1-42,6: YHWH speaks to Job;  42,7-17: Concluding information. [My translation of the headings] 

S. TERRIEN (Job, in: Commentaire de l’AncienTestament XIII 1963): 1,1-5; 1,6-22; 2,1-6; 2,7-10; 2,11-13: Prologue en Prose; 
3,1-10; 3,11-19; 3,20-26: A. Le monologue initial; 4,1-14,22: B. Premier cycle de discussion: 4,1-5,27: Eliphaz; 6,1-7,21: Job;  
8,1-22: Bildad;  9,1-10,22: Job;  11,1-20: Sophar;  12,1-14,22: Hiob; C. Deuxième cycle: 15,1-35; 16,1-17,16: Job;  18,1-21: 
Bildad;  19,1-29: Job;  20,1-29: Sophar; 21,1-34: Sophar;  D. Troisième cycle: 22,1-30: Eliphaz;  23,1-24,25: Job; 25,1-6: 
Bildad; 26,1-4 + 27,2-12: Job; 26,5-14: Bildad; 27,1-12: Job; 27-13-23: Sophar; 24,18-25 + 27,13-23: Sophar; E. Poème sur 
l’inaccessibilité de la sagess: 28,1-28;  F. La péroraison de Job: 29,1-31,40; III. Les discours d’Elihou; 32,1-22;  33,1-33; 
34,1-37; 35,1-16; 36,1-25; 36,26-37,3; 37,4-24; IV. La voix au sein de la tempête: 38,1-38; 38,39-39,30; 40,1-5.6-14.15-24. 
25-29; 40,30,41,3.4-9.10-14.15-26; 42,1-6: La réponse finale de Job; V. Epilogue en prose: 42,7-9.10-11.12-17. 

G. FOHRER (Das Buch Hiob, in: KAT XVI 1963): 1,1-2,13: Der Prologue;  || 3,1-26: Hiob; 4,1-5,27: Eliphas; 6,1-7,21: Hiob; 8,1-
22: Bildad;  9,1-10,22: Hiob;  11,1-20: Zophar ||  12,1-14,22: Hiob;  15,1-35: Eliphas; 16,1-17,16: Hiob;  18,1-21: Bildad;  
19,1-29: Hiob;  20,1-29: Zophar;  21,1-34: Hiob; 22,1-30: Eliphas; 23,1-17; Hiob; 24,1-25: Vier Lieder;  25,1-6: Bildad;  26,1-4 
+27,1-6.11-12: Hiob;  26,5-14: Ein Hymnus auf Macht und Schöpfungswirken Gottes;  27,7-10.13-23: Ein Lied über das Ende 
des Frevlers;  28,1-28: Das Lied über die Weisheit; || 29,1-25: Die Sehnsucht nach dem einstigen Glück;  30,1-31: Die Klage 
über das jetzige Elend;  31,1-40: Der Erweis der Unschuld und die Herausforderung Gottes; ||  32,1-37,24: Die Reden 
Elihus;  || 38,1-40,2.6-14: Die Gottesrede;  40,15-24: Das Nilpferd;  40,25-41,26: Das Krokodil;  40,3-5;42,1-6: Die Wende 
Hiobs; 42,7-9.10-17: Der Epilog.    

M.H. POPE (Job, in: The Anchor Bible 1965): 1. 1,1-22; 2. 2,1-13; 3. 3,1-11+16+12-15.17-26: Job;  4. 4,1-21: Eliphaz;  5. 5,1-
27: Eliphaz;  6. 6,1-30: Job;  7. 7,1-21: Job;  8. 8,1-22: Bildad;  9. 9,1-35: Job;  10. 10,1-22: Job;  11. 11,1-20: Zophar;  12. 
12,1-25: Job;  13. 13,1-27: Job;  14. 14,1-2+13,28+14,3-22: Job;  15. 15,1-35: Eliphaz;  16. 16,1-22: Job;  17. 17,1-16: Job;  18. 
18,1-21: Bildad;  19. 191-21: Job;  20. 20,1-29: Zophar;  21. 21,1-34: Job;  22. 22,1-30: Job;  23. 23,1-17: Job;  24. 24,1-3 
+9+21+4-8+10-14b=15+14c+16-17: Job;  25. 25,1-6+26,5-14: Bildad;  26. 27,1+26,1-4+27,2-23+24,18-20+22-25: Job and 
Zophar;  27. 28,1-28: Poem on the inaccessibility of wisdom;  28. 29,1-10+21-25+11-20: Job;  29. 30,1-31: Job;  30. 31,1-
8+38-40b+9-14+23+15-22+24-37+40c: Job;  31. 32,1-22: Elihu;  32. 33,1-33: Elihu;  33. 34,1-37: Elihu;  34. 35,1-16: Elihu;  
35. 36,1-28+ 31+29-30+32-33: Elihu;  36. 37,1-18+21+19-20+22-24: Elihu;  37. 38,1-41: YHWH;  38. 39,1-30: YHWH;  39. 
40,1-24+41,1-8: YHWH;  40. 41,9-34: YHWH;  41. 42,1-6: Job recants; 42,7-17: Epilogue. 

A. VAN SELMS (Job I, in: POT 1982): I. 1,1-5; 1,6-12; 1,13-22; 2,1-6; 2,7-13: Prolog; II. 3,1-10; 3,11-19; 3,20-26: Job’s first 
complaint; 4,1-6; 4,7-11; 4,12-21; 5,1-7; 5,8-16; 5,17-27: Eliphaz;  6,1-7; 6,8-13; 6,14-21; 6,22-30;  7,1-10; 7,11-21: Job;  8,1-
7; 8,8-15; 8,16-22: Bildad;  9,1-13;  9,14-24; 9,25-35; 10,1-12;  10,13-22: Job;  11,1-12; 11,13-20: Sophar;  12,1-13;  12,14-25;  
13,1-12;  13,13-19; 13,20-28; 14,1-12;  14,13-22: Job;  15,1-10; 15,11-16; 15,17-24; 15,25-35: Elifaz;  16,1-6; 16,7-14; 16,15-
22; 17,1-10; 17,11-16: Job;  18,1-4; 18,5-10; 18,11-15: Bildad;  19,1-29: Job;  20,1-11; 20,12-19; 20,20-29: Sofar;  21,1-6;  
21,7-15;  21,16-26; 21,27-34: Job; (Job II, 1983): 22,1-11; 22,12-20; 22,21-30: Elifaz; 23,1-9; 23,10-17; 24,1-12; 24,13-25: 
Job;  25,1-6: Bildad;  26,1-6; 26,7-14: Job;  III. 27,1-12; 27,13-23: Dialogues;  28,1-11; 28,12-19; 28,20-28: Song on Wisdom 
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as YHWH’s prerogative; IV. 29,1-11; 29,12-17; 29,18-25; 30,1-10; 30,11-19; 30,20-31; 31,1-40: Job;  V. 32,1-12; 32,13-17; 
32,18-22; 33,1-7; 33,1-7; 33,8-13; 33,14-22; 33,23-28; 33,29-33: Elihu;  34,1-9; 34,10-16; 34,17-22; 34,23-30; 34,31-33; 
34,34-37: Elihu;  35,1-8; 35,9-16: Elihu;  36,1-7; 36,8-15; 36,16-23; 36,24-33; 37,1-13; 37,14-24: Elihu;  VI. 38,1-11; 38,12-15; 
38,16-21; 38,22-30; 38,31-38; 39,1-15; 39,16-21; 39,22-28; 39,29-33; 39,34-38: YHWH;  40,1-9; 40,10-19; 40,20-28; 41,1-8; 
41,9-16; 41,17-26: YHWH;  42,1-6: Job’s response;  VII. 42,7-17: Epilogue.  [My translation of the headings] 

N.C. HABEL (The Book of Job, in: OTL 1985): 1-2;  3;  4-5;  6;  7;  8;  9-10;  11;  12,1-13,5;  13,6-28;  14;  15;  16-17;  18;  19;  
20;  21;  22;  23;  24;  25,1-6+26,5-14; 26,1-4+27,1-12;  27,13-23;  28;  29;  30;  31;  32;  33;  34;  35;  36;  37; 38-40,5;  40,6-
41,26; 42,1-17. 

W. VOGELS (Belichting van het bijbelboek Job, KBS/Tabor/VBS 1989): 1,1-5: Job before the testing; I. 1,6-2,10: The heavenly 
wager, Job’s testing and the dialogues in the family;  II. 3 Job’s monologue;  4-5: Eliphaz;  6-7: Job;  8: Bildad; 9-10: Job;  11: 
Zophar;  12-14: Job; | 15: Eliphaz;  16-17: Job;  18: Bildad;  19 Job;  20: Zophar;  21: Job;   II. 22: Eliphaz;  23-24: Job;  25: 
Bildad;  26; 27-28: Job;  29-31: Job’s monologue;  III. 32-37: Elihu in discussion with Job;   IV. 38,1-42,9: YHWH and Job in 
discussion;  42,10-17: Conclusion. [My translation of the headings] 

P. VAN DER LUGT (Rhetorical Criticism and the Poetry of the Book of Job, OTS XXXII, E.J. Brill: Leiden–New York–Köln 
1995: 3, 3-10; 11-19; 20-26 (Job’s opening lament); First Speech-Cycle (Job 4-14; 270 poetic lines; 11 poems): 4,2-11; 
12-21 (Eliphaz’s first speech [1]); 5,1-7; 8-16; 17-26 (Eliphaz’s first speech [2]); 6,2-13; 14-23; 24-30 (Job’s first reply to 
Eliphaz [1]); 7,1-8; 9-16; 17-21 (Job’s first reply to Eliphaz [2]); 8,2-7; 8-13; 14-19; 20-22 (Bildad’s first speech); 9,2-12; 
13-24; 25-35 (Job’s first reply to Bildad [1]); 10,1-2; 3-12; 13-22 (Job’s first reply to Bildad [2]); 11,2-6; 7-12; 13-18; 19-
20 (Zophar’s first speech); 12,2-13; 14-25 (Job’s first reply to Zophar [1]); 13,1-4; 5-16; 17-28 (Job’s first reply to 
Zophar [2]); 14,1-12; 13-22 (Job’s first reply to Zophar [3]); Second Speech-Cycle (Job 15-26; 270 poetic lines; 11 
poems): 15,2-6;  7-11; 12-16 (Eliphaz’s second speech [1]); 15,17-19; 20-27; 28-35 (Eliphaz’s second speech [2]); 16,2-
6; 7-22; 17,1-16 (Job’s second reply to Eliphaz); 18,2-4; 5-10; 11-16; 17-21 (Bildad’s second speech); 19,2-5; 6-19; 20-
29 (Job’s second reply to Bildad); 20,  2-3; 4-11; 12-19; 20-29 (Zophar’s second speech); 21,2-4; 5-15; 16-26; 27-33; 34 
(Job’s second reply to Zophar); 22,2-11; 12-20; 21-30 (Eliphaz’s third speech); 23,2; 3-7; 8-12; 13-17 (Job’s third reply 
to Eliphaz); 24,1-12; 13-25 (Bildad’s third speech); 25,2-26,4; 5-13 (‘Job’s third reply to Bildad’); God’s closing 
comment and Job’s reaction: 40,2; 4-5; Third Speech-Cycle (Job 27-31+38-41; 270 poetic lines; 8 poems): 27,2-13; 14-
23 (Job’s final reply to his friends [1]); 28,1-4; 5-12; 13-20; 21-28 (Job’s final reply to his friends [2]); 29,2-10; 11-18; 
19-25 (Job’s last speech [1]); 30,1-8; 9-15; 16-23; 24-31 (Job’s last speech [2]); 31,1-12; 13-28; 29-40 (Job’s last speech 
[3]); 38,2-3; 4-15; 16-38 (God’s first reply to Job [1]); 38,39-39,12; 13-25; 26-30 (God’s first reply to Job [2]); 40,7-14; 
15-41,3; 4-26 (God’s second reply to Job); Job’s final reaction and God’s final reply (VT 64/4 [2014], 623-639): 42,2-
3.4-6; The Elihu-Speeches (Job 32-37): 32 (Elihu’s first reply to Job [1]); 33  (Elihu’s first reply to Job [2]); 34 (Elihu’s 
second reply to Job); 35 (Elihu’s third reply to Job); 36-37 (Elihu’s fourth reply to Job). 

D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, Baker Academic, 1999, 167-172): 

a  Prologue: Job’s suffering (1,1-2,13) 
  b  Job’s introductory speech: he wishes his birth has never happened (3,1-26) 
    c  Cycle of speeches by Job and his three older friends (4,1-27,23) 
      d  CENTRE: poem about wisdom: only God knows why things are the way they are (28,1-28) 
    c’  Cycle of summation speeches by Job and his younger friend (29,1-37,24) 
  b’  God’s closing speech: birth and all life is under God’s control (38,1-42,6) 
a’  Epilogue: Job’s suffering reversed (42,7-17). 

F. HORST (Hiob, in: BKAT XVI/1, 1968): 1,1-22: Die Geschichte von der Erprobung und Bewährung Hiobs;  2,1-10: Neue 
Erprobung und Bewährung;  2,11-13: Der Besuch der Freunde;  3,1-26: Hiobs Klage;  4,1-5,27: Eliphas;  6,1-7,21: Hiob;  8,1-
22: Bildad;  9,1-10,22: Hiob;  11,1-20: Sophar;  12,1-14,22: Hiob; || 15,1-35: Eliphas;  16,1-17,16: Hiob;  18,1-21: Bildad;  
19,1-29: Hiob.  H. STRAUß (Hiob, in: BKAT XVI/2, 2000): 19,1-29: Hiob;  20,1-29: Sophar;  21,1-34: Hiob; || 22,1-30: Eliphas;  
23,1-17: Hiob, Das Elend des Frommen; 24,1-25: Hiob, Unrecht und Frevel im Land;  25,1-6; 26,5-14: Hiob, An Gottes Über-
legenheit kann der hinfällige Mensch nicht rütteln;  26,1-4; 27,1-23: Hiob, Dies alles kann kein Trost sein; || 28,1-28: Wo 
aber ist Weisheit zu finden? || 29,1-31,40: Hiobs Schlußplädoyer vor Gott; || 32,1-37,24: Die Reden des Elihu; || 38,1-42,6: 
Gottes Reden und die Antworten Hiobs; || 42,7-17: Der Freunde und Hiobs “Wiederherstellung” durch Gott. 

D.J.A. CLINES (Job 1-20, in: WBC 17 1989): 1:1-2:13: Prologue; |First Cycle: 3-11:  3:1-26: Job(1);  4:1-5:27: Eliphaz(1);  
6:1-7:21: Job(2);  8:1-22: Bildad(1);  9:1-10:22: Job(3);  11:1-20: Zophar(1). || Second Cycle: 12-20:  12:1-14,22: Job(4);  
15:1-35: Eliphaz(2);  16:1-17:16: Job(5);  18:1-21: Bildad(2);  19:1-29: Job(6);  20:1-29: Zophar(2) ||.  
CLINES (Job 21-37, in: WBC 18A 2006): Third Cycle: 21-27: 21:1-34: Job(7); 22:1-30: Eliphaz(3); 23:1-17+24:1-17. 25: Job(8);  
25:1-26:14: Bildad(3);  27:1-6.11-12: Job(9);  27:7-10.13-17; 24:18-24+ 27:18-23: Zophar(3). ||  
Elihu’s Speeches (32:1-37:24+28:1-28:  32:1-33:33: Elihu(1);  34:1-37: Elihu(2);  35:1-16: Elihu(3);  36:1-37:24: Elihu(4a);  
28:1-28: Elihu (4b);  || 29:1-31:40: Job(10).   CLINES (Job 38-42, in: WBC 18B 2011): 38:1-40:2: YHWH(1);  40:3-5: Job’s first 
reply;  40:6-41:34: YHWH(2);  42:1-6: Job’s second reply || 42:7-17: Epilogue. 
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Broad outline of the structural design based on the seven scenes of the drama.  

Since the book of Job is in actual fact a literary drama, it can in terms of the plot be divided into seven scenes 
or episodes in a menorah pattern reflecting the seven interrelated stages in the dramatic story: 

Scene 1: Chapters 1-2   The severe testing of a devout man   35 verses 

 Scene 2: Chapters 3-14    Job and his friends discuss divine justice: Round 1 

  Scene 3: Chapters 15-26  Job and his friends discuss divine justice: Round 2 

   Scene 4: Chapters 27-31  Job’s final discourses (at the centre of the menorah)         52 (2x26) 

  Scene 5: Chapters 32-37 The intervention of an angry young man, Elihu                   

 Scene 6: Chapters 38-41 The intervention of YHWH out of a whirlwind 

Scene 7: Chapter 42   The denouement of the drama   17 verses 

What meets the eye immediately is that the heart of the book - Scenes 2-6 - is surrounded by the opening 
and closing Scenes 1 and 7 consisting of 52 (2x26) Masoretic verses. This, and the fact that Scene 7 is made 
up of 17 verses, are the first signs that Chapter 42 is a distinct literary entity, in which 42,1-6 is an essential 
component. As a result, I shall propose a structural design that differs precisely on this point from the current 
view of the book, which is based on the supposition that the presumed so-called ‘poetic core’ (3,1-42,6) is 
enclosed by an independent framework consisting of a ‘Prologue’ (1-2) and an ‘Epilogue’ (42,7-17). The 
generally accepted view is therefore based on the differentiation between poetry and prose.  

I shall argue that the so-called Epilogue, Scene 7, is constituted by Chapter 42 in its entirety, consisting of an 
introduction in prose (42,1), Job’s confession (42,2-3) and YHWH’s call on him to repent (42,4-6) in poetic 
form, and the completion of the denouement as a narrative in prose (42,7-17). This means that Scene 7, 
Chapter 42, is a mixture of poetry and prose and that a rigorous differentiation between prose and poetry is 
inappropriate. This also applies to Scene 1 (Chapters 1-2), which has at least one poetic passage (1,21), and 
of course also to Scene 7 with one poetic passage (42,2-6).  

As for the so-called ‘poetic core’ (3,1-42,6), the fact of the matter is that it is anything but pure poetry - see 
the prose sections 3,1-2; 4,1, 6,1; 8,1; 9,1; 11,1; 12,1; 15,1; 16,1; 18,1; 19,1; 20,1; 21,1; 22,1; 23,1; 25,1; 26,1; 
27,1; 29,1; 32,1-6aα; 34,1; 35,1; 36,1; 38,1; 40,1 and  42,1. In reality, the dramatic movement in the book as 
a whole is from beginning to end presented as an ongoing narrative, the greater part of which is poetry. In 
the presumed ‘poetic core’ it is precisely the prose sections that determine its structure. This means that the 
book has been conceived from the outset as a structural unity. The idea that ‘the story is used to enclose the 
poetic centre’ and that ‘both story and poetry stand on their own’ – see The Anchor Bible Dictionary, III, p. 
859 - is a misrepresentation of the real state of affairs.   

Consequently, in my opinion, the traditional, generally accepted, differentiation between prose and poetry 
as a criterion to ascertain the structural design of the book has given scholars a wrong impression of its real 
architecture and should be abandoned as improper. This also goes for the supposed ‘framework’ and the ill-
chosen terms ‘Prologue’ and ‘Epilogue’. My serious doubts about the use of this differentiation as a 
structural device does of course not imply that I have reservations about the scholarly right to study the 
poetic sections of the book in their own right. For such a study, see Pieter van der Lugt, Rhetorical Criticism 
and the Poetry of the Book of Job, in: OT Studiën XXXII, E.J. Brill: Leiden - New York – Köln, 1995.  

The first indication that the structural design presented here is appropriate is the reliability of the chapter 
arrangement throughout the book (including 38 and 39). The question is: why should the first forty chapters 
of MT in broad outline be truthful and only 41 (taken as 41,1-42,6) and 42 (taken as 42,7-17) be incorrect? 
Even the chapter arrangement of Scene 1 (Chapters 1-2), is generally regarded as correct despite the fact 
that MT has a Petuchah after 3,1, suggesting that 3,1 belongs to the preceding chapter.  

In addition to what has been said above, I shall now put forward no less than four numerical considerations 
which underscore the chapter arrangement of 41 and 42 with 42,1-6 as integral within Chapter 42.  

First, Chapter 41 has been rounded off and sealed by its 26 verses as a compositional unity, which entails 
that 42,1-6 is structurally not integral within 41. Moreover, Chapters 3-41 is sealed by 7548 (444x17) words. 

Second, Chapter 42 has been rounded off and sealed as a compositional unity by its 17 verses, which means 
that 42,1-6 is undeniably integral within Chapter 42.  
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Third, the passage in 42,1-11 about the denouement (demarcated by a Setumah after v. 11), which is 
generally regarded as Job’s confession (1-6) followed by YHWH’s rebuke of Job’s three friends and Job’s 
rehabilitation (7-9), his restoration and the celebration of his recovery by his relatives (10-11), has been 
sealed by 170 words. Moreover, 42,1-6 is also an essential part of the larger passage 42,1-15 (likewise 
demarcated by a Setumah), which is made up of 221 (13x17) words. Accordingly, 42,1-6 does not belong to 
Chapter 41, because it is structurally integral within Chapter 42, being an essential part of the denouement.  

Fourth, Scenes 1 and 7 are both concerned with the personal aspects of Job’s life: Scene 1 at the beginning of 
the book is about his biographical data, his distinguishing qualities, and God’s experiment with him by 
allowing the Adversary to let him suffer a series of terrible disasters. Scene 7 at the end is about Job’s 
personal estimation of God and his all-wise rule of the universe, Job’s righteousness declared by God, God’s 
rebuke of the friends, and Job’s rehabilitation and complete restoration.  
Being each other’s opposites, the opening and concluding scenes belong very closely together: Job’s suffering 
through the terrible disasters necessarily demands his rehabilitation and restoration. Their inseparability is 
numerically underscored by the fact that Chapters 1-2 and 42 have altogether 35 + 17 = 52 (2x26) verses.  
There is a comparable situation in the book of Deuteronomy: the Introduction of 5 verses (1,1-5) and the 
Epilogue of 12 verses (34,1-12) have altogether 17 verses, which bind the prologue and the Epilogue closely 
together as a structural unity. 

Finally, there is another important piece of evidence which confirms the view that 42,1-6 belongs to Scene 7. 
In his book The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, Baker Academic: Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1999, 170, 
D.A. Dorsey has demonstrated the structural unity of the ‘Prologue’ and ‘Epilogue’ by his discovery of the 
beautiful chiastic matching of the two sections. However, he failed to see that 42,1-6 is an essential part of 
the ‘Epilogue’, where it constitutes nothing less than the meaningful centre of the overall symmetry. 
Moreover, he overlooked the crucial idea of Job’s intercession and his integrity. The story of Job that 
encloses the disputations and discourses, can now be outlined in the following way, resulting in 17 key ideas: 

1  introduction: Job lives a righteous life (1,1) 
 2  Job’s children: seven sons and three daughters (1,2) 
  3  Job’s flocks: 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 donkeys (1,3) 
   4  Job’s family members come together for a feast (1,4) 
    5  Job intercedes for his children by means of an offering (1,5) 
     6  Job’s integrity will persist during the afflictions according to YHWH (1,6-2,10; especially 2,3) 
      7  the three friends (names listed) go to Job to console him (2,11) 
        8  the three friends have no words; seven days and seven nights (2,12-13) 
         9 Job’s confession and YHWH’s call on him to repent (42,1-6) 
        8  the three friends rebuked for their words; seven bulls and seven rams (42,7-8a) 
       7  the three friends (names listed) must go to Job for help (42,8b) 
      6  Job’s integrity is endorsed by YHWH: he has spoken of God what is right  (42,8b) 
    5  Job has interceded for his friends by praying for them (42,9b) 
  4  Job’s family members come together for a feast  (42,11) 
 3  Job’s flocks: 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, 1,000 donkeys (42,12) 
2  Job’s children: seven sons and three daughters (42,13-15) 

  1  conclusion: Job dies old and full of days (42,16-17). 

Pieter van der Lugt has recently put forward a revolutionary interpretation of 42,2-6, in his article “Who Changes 
his Mind about Dust and Ashes? The Rhetorical Structure of Job 42:2-6”, in: VT 64/4 (2014), 623-639. Contrary to 
the generally accepted view that 42,2-6 is about Job’s humble admission of ignorance and his repentance ‘in dust 
and ashes’, he argues that 42,4-6 is to be ascribed to YHWH, in which v. 5 is phrased as ‘a line spoken by Job’, or 
better, in my opinion, as a confession to be declared by Job. This means that YHWH calls on Job to reassess in 
retrospect his estimation of God, on the basis of which YHWH expresses his apology to him and his compassion 
with him in his suffering (v. 6). What follows is my translation of the passage in Van der Lugt’s vein: 

4 Hear, and I (YHWH) will speak; I will question you and you must declare to me: 
5 “I (Job) had heard of you from hearsay, but now my eye has seen you”. 
6 Therefore, I (YHWH) recant and have compassion with dust and ashes (Job as a frail human being). 

However, there is another, in my view, more plausible interpretation by taking 42,4-6 in its entirety as 
YHWH’s words and 42,5-6 as the confession YHWH calls on Job to declare. This entails that it is after all not 
YHWH but Job who recants and repents. The appropriate translation to this interpretation is as follows: 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


5 
 

© 2016 Casper J. Labuschagne               The Book of Job                         labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 02/25/16 4:40  
 
 

4 Hear, and I (YHWH) will speak; I will question you and you must declare to me: 
5 “I (Job) had heard of you from hearsay, but now my eye has seen you; 
6 therefore, I recant and repent in dust and ashes”. 

To sum up: giving 42,1-6 its rightful place in Scene 7 as the beginning of the denouement, can help us to 
understand its double function as the bridge between God’s speech out of the whirlwind (Chapters 38-41), 
and Job’s response (42,1-3) followed by YHWH’s call on him to repent (42,4-6). Job’s confession (42,2-3) and 
his repentance (42,5-6) constitute the essential prerequisites for his theological rehabilitation and his 
personal and material restoration (42,7-17).  
Consequently, in Table III below about Job’s words I shall regard 42,5-6 as words he has to affirm. 
Finally, by regarding 42,4-6 as spoken by YHWH, the introduction to the last divine speech (42,7-8) becomes 
truly meaningful: “After YHWH had spoken these words to Job, YHWH said to Eliphaz the Te’manite:”, 
because ‘these words’ refer specifically to 42,5-6. 
For Klaas Eikelenboom’s view of Scene 1 (1,1-2,13) as 1,1-2,10, see below Observation 2 on pp. 14f. 

The book of Job as a numerical composition 
In line with the books of Genesis-Malachi, and the Psalms, the book of Job is a carefully designed numerical 
composition in which the numbers 17 and 26, representing the numerical values of the name YHWH, play an 
important role. They are woven into the fabric of the text to give structure to it and to signify the presence of 
God in the events described in it. See the General Introduction to Logotechnical Analysis. 

Since I am aware that some of these numbers and their multiples may be coincidental, I have left out of 
consideration those cases in which they clearly do not comprise a coherent, meaningful passage. The following 
overview gives the reader an impression of the relatively high density of these numbers in percentages: 

Scene 1 (Chapters 1-2): 19 of the 35 verses (54%) and 291 of the 554 words (53%). 

Scene 2 (Chapters 3-14): 214 of the 299 verses (72%) and 1623 of the 2255 words (72%). 

Scene 3 (Chapters 15-26): 136 of the 278 verses (49%) and 977 of the 2023 words (48%) 

Scene 4 (Chapters 27-31): 85 of the 147 verses (58%) and 605 of the 1082 words (56%). 

Scene 5 (Chapters 32-37): 76 of the 165 verses (46%) and 584 of the 1284 words (45%). 

Scene 6 (Chapters 38-41): 95 of the 129 verses (74%) and 673 of the 904 words (74%) 

Scene 7 (Chapter 42): 15 of the 17 verses (88%) and 221 of the 241 words (92%). 

The book as a whole:  640 of the 1070 verses (60%) and 5238 of the 8343 words (63%). 

Note that the percentages in the Elihu passage (Scene 5) are significantly lower than the rest. 
For a detailed overview of the passages highlighted by 17 and 26 and their multiples, see the table below. 

Multiples of 11, the number of fulfilment and extensiveness. 
The book of Job begins with 88 words, which may simply be a matter of coincidence, were it not that I encountered 
several meaningful passages made up of words that are multiples of 11, the number of fulfilment and extensiveness:  

2,10  Job rebukes his wife for not accepting God’s administration: 22 words.  
6,1-30  Job’s first rejoinder: 220 words. 
6,14-20 About the unreliability of Job’s friends: 44 words. 
11,7-12  About the greatness of God: 44 words.        
12,14-16  With God is wisdom and might: 22 words. 
13,13-16  Job defends his ways in the face of God: 33 words.  
15,17-22  About the unhappiness of the wicked: 44 words. 
17,6-16  About Job’s humiliating treatment as outcast: 77 words.   
1,1-31,40  From the beginning of the book to the end of Job’s discourses: 759 (69x11) verses. 
32,1-22  Elihu speaks about the three friends who failed: 22 verses. 
33,1-33  Elihu’s First attempt to refute Job: 33 verses. 
36,1-33  Elihu’s fourth attempt to refute Job: 33 verses. 
32-37  Elihu’s discourses: altogether 165 (15x11): verses.  
38,16-18  Can you fathom the clouds and skies? 22 words. 
38,25-30  About the origin of rain: 44 words.    
42,8  God’s verdict regarding Job and his friends: 33 words. 
42,11 Job’s family and friends celebrate his restoration: 33 words.  
1-42  The name    appears 33 times – see the remark in the table at 28,28. 
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The number 19 as Job’s numerical signature 
For the number 19 as Job’s numerical ‘signature’ (1+10+6+2=19= ), see pages 8, 17, 23, 29, 30, and 31. 

At first sight one may brush it aside as coincidental, were it not that I found suffiecient evidence showing 
that we have to do with a scribal technique that has as yet been unknown. This is undergirded by the fact 
that the texts in question are all about matters of fundamental importance to Job. See my y article entitled 
‘Hidden signatures in the Hebrew Bible”. Here is an overview of what I regard as Job’s signatures: 

1,13-22 The four testing disasters that befall Job: 152 (8x19) words. 
1-14  From Chapter 1 until the end of the first Round: 19 instances of   . 

19,18-22  Job’s passionate plea for pity on him: 38 (2x19) words. 
31,35  Job’s ‘sign’/signature or ID in the form of a clay seal – see the table and Observation 5. 
29,1-31,40a  Job’s concluding discourses: altogether 703 (37x19) words – see pp. 29-30. 
42,4-6  Job’s confession and repentance: 19 words. 

Detailed outline based on layout markers, content, and numerical features 
In terms of content, and from a numerical point of view, there are six unmistakable caesurae in the text, 
which enable us to delimit the seven Scenes with precision as 1-2;  3-14;  15-26;  27-31;  32-37;  38-41;  42. 

1. Between Chapters 1-2, dealing with Job’s testing and suffering, and Chapter 3 in which Job breaks the silence, 
by which Chapter 3 appears to be a distinct literary unit sealed by its 26 verses and 204 (4x26) words.  

2. Between Chapters 14 and 15, seeing that 2,11-14,22, from the arrival of Job’s friends until the end of the first 
round, are made up of 2314 (89x26) words, which finalize and seal the passage. 

3. Between Chapters 26 and 27, seeing that Chapters 1-26 are finalized and sealed as a distinct literary entity by 
their 612 (36x17) verses. 

4. Between Chapters 31 and 32, seeing that Chapters 1-31 are finalized and sealed as a distinct literary entity by 
their 759 (69x11) verses. 

5. Between Chapters 37 and 38, seeing that Chapters 1-37 are finalized and sealed as a distinct literary entity by 
their 924 (84x11) verses. In other words, Chapters 32-37 (the Elihu discourses) are finalized and sealed by 
their 165 (15x11) verses. 

6. Between Chapters 41 and 42, seeing that Chapter 41 is finalized and sealed as a distinct literary unit by its 26 
verses, and fact that Chapter 42 is finalized and sealed by its 17 verses. 

The passages marked blue are individually and/or collectively highlighted by 17 and 26. 

Scene 1: Chapters 1-2   The severe testing of a devout man 
§1: 1,1-5  Particulars about the main character: P      5 vs;   88 w. 
§2: 1,6-7 First heavenly scene: The Adversary questioned: P     2 vs;   27 w. 
§3: 1,8-12 The Adversary gets God’s permission to test Job: []     5 vs;   78 (3x26) w. 
§4: 1,13-22 The four testing disasters that befall Job: P       centre  10 vs;  152 (8x19) w. 
§5: 2,1-8 The Adversary afflicts Job with running sores: []     8 vs;  119 (7x17) w. 
§6: 2,9-10 The advice of Job’s wife: Curse God and die! P     2 vs;    31 w. 
§7: 2,11-13 The visit of Job’s friends to condole with him: []     3 vs;    59 w. 

Scene 2: Chapters 3-14  Round 1: Job and his friends discuss divine justice 
Section 1: Chapter 3  Job’s opening discourse: his bitter complaint:  

§1: 3,1-8      Job curses the day of his birth: []        8 vs;   68+ 

§2: 3,9-10    The stars may darken for they failed him at birth:[]            26  2 vs;   18+    

§3: 3,11-19  He should have died at birth and not seen light:[]      9 vs;   68+ 

§4: 3,20-26  Why is light given to a person in misery? P      7 vs;   50/204 (12x17) w. 

Section 2: Chapter 4      Eliphaz’s first discourse:[]       21 vs;  149 w. 

Section 3: Chapter 5      Eliphaz’s second discourse:P       27 vs;  205 w. 

Section 4: Chapter 6      Job’s rejoinder: his answer to his friends:[]      30 vs;  220 w. 

Section 5: Chapter 7      Job’s rejoinder: his appeal to God:P             51   21 vs;  172 w. 

Section 6: Chapter 8      Bildad’s discourse:P        22 vs;  166+ 

Section 7: Chapter 9      Job’s first answer to Bildad:[]       35 vs;  259/425 (25x17) w. 

Section 8: Chapter 10    Job’s second answer to Bildad:P       22 vs;  169 w. 

Section 9: Chapter 11    Zophar’s discourse:P        20 vs;  148 w. 

Section 10: Chapter 12  Job’s rejoinder to his friends: his stand against God:[]    25 vs;  183 w.   

Section 11: Chapter 13  Job’s rejoinder to his friends: God’s power affirmed:[]   28 vs;  203 w. 

Section 12: Chapter 14  Job’s rejoinder to his friends: the frailty of humans:P     22 vs;  177 w. 
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 Scene 2: Chapters 15-26  Round 2: Job and his friends discuss divine justice (see the table). 

Section 1: 15,1-35  Eliphaz speaks again: S     35 vs;  261 w. 

Section 2:    Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends: []    22 vs;  172 w. 

Section 3: 17,1-16  At death’s door Job doubts whether there is hope: []   16 vs;  112 w. 

Section 4: 18,1-21  Bildad’s second discourse: S      21 vs;  143 w. 

Section 5: 19,1-29  Job’s second rejoinder to Bildad and the other friends: S  29 vs;  213 w. 

Section 6: 20,1-29  Zophar’s second discourse: P      29 vs;  208 (8x26) w. 

Section 7: 21,1-34  Job’s rejoinder to Zophar and the other friends: S   34 vs;  240 w. 

Section 8: 22,1-30  Eliphaz’s final discourse: P      30 vs;  210 w. 

Section 9: 23,1-17  Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends: 1: []   17 vs;  118 w. 

Section 10: 24,1-25  Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends: 2: S   25 vs;  203 w. 

Section 11: 25,1-6  Bildad’s continued discourse: P       6 vs;    43 w. 

Section 12: 26,1-14  Job’s rejoinder to Bildad: S      14 vs;  100 w. 

      Scene 2 (Chapters 15-26) are finalized and sealed as a distinct literary unit by           2023 (7x17x17) words. 

Scene 4: Chapters 27-31  Job’s final discourses  For the paragraphs, see the table. 

Section 1: 27,1-23  Job’s additional discourse in reply to his friends: []   23 vs;  169 

Section 2: 28,1-28  Job on the inaccessibility of Wisdom: S            51  28 vs;  207   [338(13x26)] w. 

Section 3: 29,1-25  Job’s yearning for the good old days: []    25 vs;  169 

Section 4: 30,1-31  Job bewails his present wretchedness: []    31 vs;  227 w. 

Section 5: 31,1-40  Job’s concluding discourse: P      40 vs;  310 w. 

Scene 5: Chapters 32-37  The intervention of an angry young man, Elihu (see the table).* 
Section 1: 32,1-22  He speaks about the three friends who failed: []  22 vs;  197 w. 

Section 2: 33,1-33  Elihu’s First attempt to refute Job: S    33 vs;  246 w. 

Section 3: 34,1-37  Elihu’s second attempt to refute Job: S   37 vs;  297 w. 

Section 4: 35,1-16  Elihu’s third attempt to refute Job: P    16 vs;  116 w. 

Section 5: 36,1-33  Elihu’s fourth attempt to refute Job: []    33 vs;  240 w. 

Section 6: 37,1-24  Elihu’s fifth and last attempt to refute Job: P   24 vs;  188 w. 

* In Scene 5 no Sections are highlighted by multiples of 17 and 26, only some smaller passages. 

Scene 6: Chapters 38-41  The intervention of YHWH out of a whirlwind (see the table). 
Section 1: 38,1-41  YHWH’s first discourse: Job’s ignorance: []    41 vs;  299+ 

Section 2: 39,1-30  YHWH’s second discourse: Job’s lack of insight: P   30 vs;  213+ 

Section 3: 40,1-5  The conclusion to YHWH’s first two discourses: P     5 vs;     32/544 (32x17) 

Section 4: 40,6-32  YHWH’s third discourse: Can you contend with me?: []   27 vs;  183  w. 

Section 5: 41,1-26  YHWH’s third discourse continued: the crocodile: S    26 vs;  177 w. 

Scene 7: Chapter 42 Job’s repentance and his restoration (see the table). 
§1: 42,1-6  Job has spoken about things beyond understanding: P     6 vs;  46+ 

§2: 42,7-9  YHWH’s judgement on the three friends: []      3 vs;  76+ 

§3: 42,10-11  YHWH restores Job; his friends console him: S            17  2 vs;  48+ 

§4: 42,12-15  Extra blessings for Job in his latter days: S      4 vs;  51/221 (13x17) w. 

§5: 42,16-17  Job’s obituary and his life span: Col.      2 vs;  20 w. 

The multiples of 17 and 26 are self-evident. Note the extremely high density in Chapter 3, as well as in 
Sections 1-3 (Scene 6), and in Scene 7. The 544 (32x17) words in Sections 1-3 (38,1-40,5 in Scene 6) 
demonstrate their structural unity, which means that 40,1-5 is inextricably bound up with them. Therefore 
there is no reason whatsoever to regard 40,1-5 as out of place. 

The bitter complaint of Job in Chapter 3 stands out by being made up of 26 verses and 204 (12x17) words, 
and so does his restoration in Chapter 42 with its 17 verses.  

Worth noting also is that the divine designation Myhla appears 17 times in the book. 

The designation   is not a proper name (mistakenly rendered in many translations as ‘Satan’) but a title 

(with article!): ‘the Adversary or the Accuser’. It occurs only in Chapters 1-2, to wit 14 times.  
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I. Quantitative structural analysis of the book of Job 

It cannot be excluded that some of the multiples of 17 and 26 are due to coincidence.   

Scene 1: Chapters 1-2  The Severe Testing of a Devout Man 

Vs. Text Words Lett.    Sum w S/P             Structural Design 

1 Job 1,1 15         53  15  §1 Particulars about the main character 

2 Job 1,2 6 25  21   

3 Job 1,3 25   88 (8x11) 98  46  The book begins with 88 (8x11) words, indicating 

4 Job 1,4 14 63  60  that the number 11 plays an important role. Compare 

5 Job 1,5 28       113  88/88 P page 5 above. 

6 Job 1,6 12        50 1 100  §2 First heavenly scene: The Adversary questioned 

7 Job 1,7 15 58 2-3 115/27 []  

8 Job 1,8 20       68 4 135  §3 The Adversary gets God’s permission to test Job 

9 Job 1,9 9         35 5 144  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

10 Job 1,10 17   78 (3x26) 61  161  78 (3x26) words. The number 19 in this crucial verse  

11 Job 1,11 13 39  174  represents the numerical value of Job’s name, which  

12 Job 1,12 19 62 6-7 193/78 [] signifies his signature: 1+10+6+2=19=.  See §4. 

13 Job 1,13 10 46  203  §4 The four testing disasters that befall Job 

14 Job 1,14 12+ 48  215   

15 Job 1,15 14/26 52  229  1,14-15  First message: 26 words. 
16 Job 1,16 21       81  250   

17 Job 1,17 25 96  275   

18 Job 1,18 14+ 56  289  1,18-19  Fourth message: 34 (2x17) words. 
19 Job 1,19 20/34 (2x17) 81  309   

20 Job 1,20 11 43  320  1,13-22  The 152 words (8x19) may be consciously  

21 Job 1,21 16 58 8-10 336  designed because 19 signifies Job’s signature. 

22 Job 1,22 9       31  345/152 P See also pages 17, 23, 30, and 31. 

23 Job 2,1 15        61 11-12 360  §5 The Adversary afflicts Job with running sores 

24 Job 2,2 16 58 13-14 376   

25 Job 2,3 27       100 15 403  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

26 Job 2,4 14  119 (7x17) 48 16 417  119 (7x17) words, which symbolize the presence of 

27 Job 2,5 14 43  431  YHWH during the dreadful onslaught on Job’s health. 

28 Job 2,6 10 33 17 441  For a comparable situation, see my article on Genesis 22. 
29 Job 2,7 14 48 18* 455  *The next occurrence of   is in 12,9. 

30 Job 2,8 9 32  464/119 []  

31 Job 2,9 9          35  473  §6 The advice of Job’s wife: Curse God and die! 

32 Job 2,10 22         81   495/31 P 2,10 Job affirms his trust in God: 22 words. 

33 Job 2,11 25 108  520  §7 The visit of Job’s friends to condole with him 
34 Job 2,12 17 77  537  2,12-13  Their reaction to his condition: 17+17 words. 

35 Job 2,13 17   61  554/59 [P] P moved from 3,1.  

35 Scene 1: 1-2 554 2102 18x 554  Scene 1: 35 verses + Scene 7: 17 verses = 52 (2x26) . 

Observation 1  19 of the 35 verses (54%) and 291 of the 554 words (53%) are highlighted by 17 and 26. 
In the sevenfold paragraphic structure of Scene 1, the four testing disasters that befall Job (1,13-22, §4) 
occupy pride of place at the centre by which they are specifically highlighted. First, because these events 
are the terrible consequence of the permission YHWH has given to the Adversary to test Job (1,12), and 
second, because these events give rise to Job’s famous affirmation of his faith in YHWH (1,21).  

The seven paragraphs of Scene 1 appear to be indicative of the sevenfold structure of the book as a whole. 

Most significantly, 1,12 is made up of 19 words, Job’s numerical signature, by which the author let him 
endorse YHWH’s decision. This supposition gains credibility by the fact that the passage in which the 
terrible disasters befall Job (1,13-22) is made up of 152 (8x19) words, 8 times Job’s signature, which 
underlines the way he accepts the consequences of YHWH’s decision as expressed in 1,21.   
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Scene 2: Chapters 3-14  Job and his friends discuss divine justice: Round 1 

Vs. Text Words Letters Sum words S/P                     Structural Design 

 Section 1  3,1-26           Job’s opening discourse: his bitter complaint 

36 Job 3,1 9 30 563 P §1 Job curses the day of his birth 

37 Job 3,2 3 13 566  This P does not have a delimiting function here, being a  

38 Job 3,3 8 28 574  device to draw special attention to what follows. Or is it 
39 Job 3,4 12 45 586  displaced, being in place after 2,13? Compare the Hebrew text. 

40 Job 3,5 9     68 (4x17) 42 595  3,1-8  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

41 Job 3,6 12 44 607  68 words.  This implies that 3,1 is structurally 

42 Job 3,7 9 31 616  integral within Job’s first utterance. 

43 Job 3,8 6 27 622/68 [] Compare my remark below at verse 26. 

44 Job 3,9 10 41 632  §2 The stars may darken for they failed him at birth 
45 Job 3,10 8 28 640/18 []  

46 Job 3,11 7 27 647  §3 He should have died at birth and not seen light 
47 Job 3,12 7 28 654   

48 Job 3,13 8 29 662   

49 Job 3,14 7 28 669  3,11-19  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

50 Job 3,15 8    68 (4x17) 29 677  68 words. 

51 Job 3,16 9 30 686   

52 Job 3,17 8 29 694   
53 Job 3,18 7 26 701   

54 Job 3,19 7 27 708/68 []  

55 Job 3,20 7 25 715  §4 Why is light given to a person in misery? 

56 Job 3,21 5 31 720   
57 Job 3,22 7    26 27 727  3,20-23 Why has light ever been given to him?: 26 words. 

58 Job 3,23 7 28 734   

59 Job 3,24 8 32 742   

60 Job 3,25 8 31 750  Introduction 12 words; Speech 192 words. 

61 Job 3,26 8 29 758/50 P Sealed by 26 verses and 204 (12x17) words. Strikingly, Job’s 

26 Section 1 204 (12x17) 785 204 (12x17)  final speech has 208(8x26)+102(6x17) words. See Obs. 5, p. 23.  

 Section 2      4,1-21                    Eliphaz’s first discourse 

62 Job 4,1 4 20 762  §1 He urges Job to be patient and accept the facts of life 

63 Job 4,2 8 30 770   
64 Job 4,3 6 24 776   

65 Job 4,4 6   34 (2x17) 29 782  4,3-6  Job must be patient; his piety shall give him assurance: 

66 Job 4,5 8 29 790  34 (2x17) words. 

67 Job 4,6 6 26 796   

68 Job 4,7 9 31 805   

69 Job 4,8 7 30 812   

70 Job 4,9 6 26 818   
71 Job 4,10 7 29 825   

72 Job 4,11 7 27 832/74 []  

73 Job 4,12 7 26 839  §2 He underpins his argument by his nightly visions 
74 Job 4,13 7 33 846   

75 Job 4,14 6 27 852   

76 Job 4,15 7    68 (4x17) 25 859  4,12-20  It was revealed to him that no human being can 

77 Job 4,16 10 41 869  be pure before his Maker: 68 (4x17) words. 

78 Job 4,17 7 28 876   

79 Job 4,18 7 31 883   

80 Job 4,19 10 36 893   
81 Job 4,20 7 29 900/68   

82 Job 4,21 7 25 907 [] 4,21  People die without wisdom! 

21 Section 2 149 602 149  Introduction 4 words; Speech 145 words. 

       

 Section 3      5,1-27                    Eliphaz’s second discourse 

83 Job 5,1 8 27 915  §3 Job must realize that humans are born to trouble 
84 Job 5,2 7 26 922   

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com


10 
 

© 2016 Casper J. Labuschagne               The Book of Job                         labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 02/25/16 4:40  
 
 

85 Job 5,3 7 30 929   

86 Job 5,4 7 31 936   

87 Job 5,5 10   40 946  5,4-7  Safety and wealth are not a matter of course, 

88 Job 5,6 9     34 (2x17) 29 955  because misfortune is normal: 34 (2x17) words. 

89 Job 5,7 8 29 963/56 []  

90 Job 5,8 9          32 972  §4 In adversity one should turn to God, who will help 

91 Job 5,9 8 30 980   
92 Job 5,10 10 32 990   

93 Job 5,11 6 27 996   

94 Job 5,12 7    52 (2x26) 34 1003  5,8-14  Job should go along with Eliphaz by committing  

95 Job 5,13 6 28 1009  his cause to God, who can do marvellous things: 

96 Job 5,14 6 29 1015  52 (2x26) words. 

97 Job 5,15 6 25 1021   

98 Job 5,16 6 23 1027   
99 Job 5,17 9 35 1036   

100 Job 5,18 7 29 1043/80 [] 5,1-18  (§§3-4)  Altogether 56+80=136 (8x17) words. 

101 Job 5,19 8 26 1051  §5 One should always accept the Almighty’s discipline 
102 Job 5,20 6 25 1057   

103 Job 5,21 8 28 1065   

104 Job 5,22 7 27 1072   

105 Job 5,23 9+ 32 1081  5,23-24  You will be safe wherever you go: 17 words. 

106 Job 5,24 8/17 30 1089   

107 Job 5,25 7 28 1096   

108 Job 5,26 7 27 1103   

109 Job 5,27 9 30 1112/69 P  
27 Section 3 205 789 205  Eliphaz’s two discourses. 

48 Sections 2-3 354 1391 354  Introduction 4 words; Eliphaz’s discourses 350 words. 

 Section 4 6,1-30         Job’s first rejoinder: his answer to his friends 

110 Job 6,1 3 13 1115  §6 Job complains about his misfortunes 
111 Job 6,2 8       8+ 33 1123   

112 Job 6,3 9       9/17 28 1132  6,2-3 May my misfortunes be placed on the scales: 17 words. 

113 Job 6,4 11 42 1143   

114 Job 6,5 9    52 (2x26) 30 1152  6,2-7  All the words spoken by Job: 52 (2x26). 
115 Job 6,6 9 31 1161   

116 Job 6,7 6 24 1167/55 []  

117 Job 6,8 7 27 1174  §7 There is no other way out than death 

118 Job 6,9 6 28 1180   
119 Job 6,10 12  34 (2x17) 47 1192  6,8-11  If only God would grant my request to die: 34 words. 

120 Job 6,11 9 28 1201   

121 Job 6,12 7 22 1208   

122 Job 6,13 7 26 1215/48 []  

123 Job 6,14 6 24 1221  §8 Job’s friends have proved to be totally unreliable 
124 Job 6,15 7 28 1228   

125 Job 6,16 6 25 1234   

126 Job 6,17 6    44 28 1240  6,14-20 has 44 words. 

127 Job 6,18 6 28 1246   

128 Job 6,19 7 27 1253   

129 Job 6,20 6 21 1259/44 []  

130 Job 6,21 7 25 1266  §9 Job asks them what he has done wrong 

131 Job 6,22 7 27 1273   

132 Job 6,23 6 28 1279/20 []  

133 Job 6,24 7 30 1286  §10 They must realize that his integrity is at stake 

134 Job 6,25 8 29 1294   

135 Job 6,26 6 27 1300   

136 Job 6,27 7 25 1307   
137 Job 6,28 8 29 1315   

138 Job 6,29 9+ 27 1324  6,29-30 Please let me have no more injustice!: 17 words. 

139 Job 6,30 8/17 28 1332/53 []  

30 Section 4 220 (20x11) 835 220 (20x11)  Job’s first rejoinder: 220 words.  
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 Section 5 7,1-21             Job’s second rejoinder: his appeal to God 

140 Job 7,1 8 29 1340  §11 God must know that man has hard service on earth 
141 Job 7,2 6 24 1346   

142 Job 7,3 9    34 (2x17) 31 1355  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 34 words. 

143 Job 7,4 11 44 1366/34 []  

144 Job 7,5 8 29 1374  §12 Death is almost in sight: my life is only a breath 
145 Job 7,6 7 25 1381   

146 Job 7,7 9 29 1390   

147 Job 7,8 7 27 1397   

148 Job 7,9 8 26 1405   

149 Job 7,10 8 30 1413/47 []  

150 Job 7,11 11 37 1424  §13 Because Job is not granted rest, he wants to die 
151 Job 7,12 8  25 1432   

152 Job 7,13 7  30 1439  7,11-17  Job speaks out in his anguish of spirit: God must 

153 Job 7,14 4    52 (2x26) 26 1443  leave him alone for he prefers to die: 52 (2x26) words. 

154 Job 7,15 5  23 1448   
155 Job 7,16 9         9+ 30 1457  7,16-17 What is man that you make much of him?: 17 words. 

156 Job 7,17 8         8/17 28 1465   

157 Job 7,18 4 25 1469   

158 Job 7,19 9 29 1478   

159 Job 7,20 13+ 47 1491  7,20-21  Why do you not forgive me?: 26 words. 

160 Job 7,21 13/26 50 1504/91 P  

21 Section 5 172 644 172   

51 Sections 4-5 392 1479 392  Thus far Job’s two rejoinders; sealed by 51(3x17) verses. 

 Section 6   8,1-22                       Bildad’s first discourse 

161 Job 8,1 4     Intro 18 1508  §14  If you are pure and upright, God will reward you 
162 Job 8,2 8 26 1516   

163 Job 8,3 7 24 1523   

164 Job 8,4 7     51 (3x17) 25 1530  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 51 words. 

165 Job 8,5 8 24 1538   

166 Job 8,6 11 35 1549   

167 Job 8,7 6 28 1555/51 []  

168 Job 8,8 8 29 1563  §15 You must ask past generations; we have no knowledge 

169 Job 8,9 10   26 32 1573  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 26 words. 

170 Job 8,10 8 31 1581/26 []  

171 Job 8,11 8 27 1589  §16  The godless have no future; they leave no traces 
172 Job 8,12 8 29 1597   

173 Job 8,13 8 27 1605   

174 Job 8,14 6 25 1611  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 

175 Job 8,15 9    68 (4x17) 31 1620   
176 Job 8,16 8 28 1628   

177 Job 8,17 7 26 1635   

178 Job 8,18 7 28 1642   

179 Job 8,19 7 26 1649/68 []  

180 Job 8,20 9 28 1658  §17 God will not reject the blameless; the wicked will vanish 
181 Job 8,21 6 24 1664   

182 Job 8,22 6 27 1670/21 P  

22 Section 6 166 598 166   

 Section 7 9,1-35                 Job’s first answer to Bildad 

183 Job 9,1 3 Intro 13 1673  §18  In the sight of the almighty God man is nothing 

184 Job 9,2 9+ 28 1682   

185 Job 9,3 9+ 29 1691   
186 Job 9,4 8+ 28 1699   

187 Job 9,5 7+ 28 1706   

188 Job 9,6 5+ 29 1711  Job’s speech, without the intro highlighted by 85 words. 

189 Job 9,7 7+ 29 1718   

190 Job 9,8 7+ 24 1725   

191 Job 9,9 6+ 22 1731   
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192 Job 9,10 9+ 32 1740   

193 Job 9,11 9+ 30 1749   

194 Job 9,12 9/85 (5x17) 30 1758/85 []  

195 Job 9,13 8 28 1766  §19 One cannot summon God; he destroys all and sundry 
196 Job 9,14 7 25 1773   

197 Job 9,15 7 27 1780   

198 Job 9,16 8 31 1788   

199 Job 9,17 6 26 1794   

200 Job 9,18 7 28 1801   

201 Job 9,19 8     78 (3x26) 29 1809  9,15-24  Whether you are innocent or not does not matter for 

202 Job 9,20 7 27 1816  God destroys both the blameless and the wicked: 78 words. 
203 Job 9,21 7 21 1823   

204 Job 9,22 9 28 1832   

205 Job 9,23 7 25 1839   

206 Job 9,24 12 38 1851/93 []  

207 Job 9,25 8    25 1859  §20 Job speaks to God: You will never acquit me! 
208 Job 9,26 8 28 1867   

209 Job 9,27 7 30 1874   

210 Job 9,28 7 26 1881   

211 Job 9,29 6 20 1887   

212 Job 9,30 7   28 1894   

213 Job 9,31 5    78 (3x26) 25 1899/48 []  

214 Job 9,32 8 29 1907  §21  Job speaks about God: He is no human being! 

215 Job 9,33 8 28 1915   

216 Job 9,34 6 24 1921   
217 Job 9,35 8 28 1929/30 [] 9,25-35 (§20-21) Altogether 48+30=78 (3x26) words. 

35 Section 7 259 946 259   

 Section 8 10,1-22                  Job’s second answer to Bildad 

218 Job 10,1 9 36 1938  §22  Job accuses God of destroying his own creature 
219 Job 10,2 9 35 1947   

220 Job 10,3 12 42 1959   

221 Job 10,4 7 25 1966   

222 Job 10,5 7 28 1973   

223 Job 10,6 5 23 1978  10,5-12  Are you a human being that you seek out my iniquity 
224 Job 10,7 8 26 1986  while you know that I am not guilty? Remember that you have 

225 Job 10,8 6    52 (2x26) 31 1992  created me, so why do you want to destroy me? 52 words. 

226 Job 10,9 8 29 2000   

227 Job 10,10 5 26 2005   

228 Job 10,11 6 33 2011   

229 Job 10,12 7 30 2018/89 []  

230 Job 10,13 7 26 2025  §23  Job accuses God of wilfully pronouncing him guilty 
231 Job 10,14 6 27 2031   

232 Job 10,15 12 43 2043   

233 Job 10,16 6 26 2049   

234 Job 10,17 9 37 2058/40 []  

235 Job 10,18 7 29 2065  §24  Would that I have died at birth! Leave me alone! 

236 Job 10,19 7 27 2072   

237 Job 10,20 8+ 31 2080  10,20-22  Let me alone that I may find comfort: 26 words. 
238 Job 10,21 8+ 28 2088   

239 Job 10,22 10/26 37 2098/40 P 92-10,22  (§§18-24) Job’s answers to Bildad: 425 (25x17) w. 

22 Section 8 169 675 169   

 Section 9 11,1-20                               Zophar’s first discourse 

240 Job 11,1 4 18 2102  §25  How can you say that you are clean in God’s eyes? 
241 Job 11,2 8 29 2110   

242 Job 11,3 6 27 2116   

243 Job 11,4 6 25 2122   

244 Job 11,5 8 30 2130   
245 Job 11,6 13 48 2143/45 []  
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246 Job 11,7 8 28 2151  §26  Can you fathom the greatness of God? 

247 Job 11,8 8 28 2159   

248 Job 11,9 6    44 (4x11) 21 2165  The paragraph is made up of 44 words. 

249 Job 11,10 6 27 2171   
250 Job 11,11 9 30 2180   

251 Job 11,12 7 26 2187 []  

252 Job 11,13 7 26 2194  §27  If you pray to God, you will be happy and protected 
253 Job 11,14 8 33 2202   

254 Job 11,15 9 30 2211   

255 Job 11,16 7 24 2218  11,14-20  If you are clean before God, you will forget your 

256 Job 11,17 6    52 (2x26)    26 2224  misery and be happy, safe and secure: 52 words. 

257 Job 11,18 7 26 2231   

258 Job 11,19 6 26 2237   

259 Job 11,20 9 40 2246/57 P  

20 Section 9 148 568 148   

 Section 10 12,1-25    Job’s rejoinder to his friends: his stand against God 

260 Job 12,1 3 13 2249  §28 Everybody, even beasts know all life is in God’s hand:  
261 Job 12,2 7 24 2256   

262 Job 12,3 13 38 2269   

263 Job 12,4 9 38 2278  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 104 words. 

264 Job 12,5 7 30 2285   

265 Job 12,6 10 47 2295   
266 Job 12,7 9    104(4x26) 34 2304   

267 Job 12,8 8      27 2312   

268 Job 12,9 10 28 2322   19*  *For the 18th instance of the name YHWH see 2,7; the next  

269 Job 12,10 9 26 2331  one is in 28,28. 

270 Job 12,11 8 26 2339   

271 Job 12,12 5 24 2344   

272 Job 12,13 6 24 2350/104 []  

273 Job 12,14 9 30 2359  §29  God is in control of everything 

274 Job 12,15 7    22 (2x11) 30 2366   

275 Job 12,16 6 21 2372  12,14-16  With God is wisdom and might: 22  words. 

276 Job 12,17 5 26 2377   
277 Job 12,18 6 28 2383   

278 Job 12,19 5  24 2388  12,16-24  God is in control of all human leaders and nations: 

279 Job 12,20 6 26 2394  51 words. 

280 Job 12,21 7    51 (3x17) 29 2401   

281 Job 12,22 7 28 2408   

282 Job 12,23 6 29 2414   

283 Job 12,24 9 30 2423/51   
284 Job 12,25 6 24 2429 []  

25 Section 10 183 704 183   

 Section 11 13,1-28       Job’s rejoinder to his friends: he affirms God’s power 

285 Job 13,1 8+ 26 2437  §30  Job argues his case and accuses his friends of lies 
286 Job 13,2 8+ 28 2445   

287 Job 13,3 9+ 29 2454   

288 Job 13,4 7+ 26 2461  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 85 words. 

289 Job 13,5 7+ 28 2468   
290 Job 13,6 6+ 27 2474   

291 Job 13,7 6+ 25 2480   

292 Job 13,8 5+ 21 2485   

293 Job 13,9 9+ 32 2494   

294 Job 13,10 7+ 28 2501   

295 Job 13,11 7+ 28 2508   

296 Job 13,12 6/85 (5x17) 26 2514/85 []  

297 Job 13,13 7 29 2521  §31  Job will defend his ways to the face of God 

298 Job 13,14 8 28 2529   

299 Job 13,15 9   33 (3x11) 31 2538  The paragraph is made up of 33 words. 

300 Job 13,16 9 29 2547/33 []  
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301 Job 13,17 5 25 2552  §32  Job is confident that he will ultimately be vindicated 

302 Job 13,18 8 28 2560   

303 Job 13,19 8 28 2568   

304 Job 13,20 9 28 2577  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 85 words. 
305 Job 13,21 6 24 2583   

306 Job 13,22 6     85 (5x17) 26 2589   

307 Job 13,23 7 32 2596   

308 Job 13,24 6 26 2602   

309 Job 13,25 7 24 2609   

310 Job 13,26 7 32 2616   

311 Job 13,27 10 40 2626   
312 Job 13,28 6 22 2632/85 []  

28 Section 11 203 776 203   

 Section 12 14,1-22    Job’s continued rejoinder: the frailty of humans 

313 Job 14,1 7 24 2639  §33 The days of human beings are few and full of trouble  
314 Job 14,2 7 27 2646   

315 Job 14,3 9 30 2655   

316 Job 14,4 6 18 2661   

317 Job 14,5 10+ 39 2671  14,5-6  Man’s days are determined, so look away from him: 17. 
318 Job 14,6 7/17 28 2678/46 []  

319 Job 14,7 11 38 2689  §34 When man dies he never rises again 

320 Job 14,8 7 28 2696   
321 Job 14,9 7 25 2703   

322 Job 14,10 6 25 2709   

323 Job 14,11 7 24 2716   

324 Job 14,12 12 43 2728   

325 Job 14,13 12 46 2740    

326 Job 14,14 11 38 2751   

327 Job 14,15 6 26 2757/79 []  

328 Job 14,16 8 28 2765  §35 Job accuses God of destroying man’s hope 

329 Job 14,17 6 23 2771   

330 Job 14,18 7 28 2778   

331 Job 14,19 10   52 (2x26) 42 2788  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 52 words. 
332 Job 14,20 6 30 2794   

333 Job 14,21 8 31 2802   

334 Job 14,22 7 27 2809/52 P  

22 Section 12 177 668 177   

299 Scene 2: 3-14 2255 8590 2255   

302 2,11-14,22 2314 (89x26) 8836 2314 (89x26)  From the arrival of Job’s  friends until the end of Round 1. 

Observation 2  In Scene 2 (3-14) 216 of the 299 verses (72%) and 1640 of the 2255 words (73%) are 
highlighted by 17 and 26 and their multiples. Of all the discourses Job’s opening discourse (Chapter 3) 
stands out by its 26 verses and 204 (12x17) words. Scene 2 is concluded by §35 with its 52 (2x26) words. 

Most intriguingly, as noted by Eikelenboom in a private communication, the entire story of the visit of Job’s 

three friends, 2,11-14,22, from their arrival until the end of the first round, are made up of 2314 (89x17) 
words. This means that the P after 2,10 marks a very strong caesura and that 2,11-13 should be linked to 

3,1, which is underscored by the fact that 2,11-3,1 is made up of 68 (4x17) words.  

According to Eikelenboom, 1,1-2,10 (his Scene 1) is a distinct literary entity arranged in a menorah pattern, 
in which Job’s God-fearing behaviour is the leading theme: 

§1: 1,1-5  Job fears God continually in his family life: ‘Thus did Job continually’ (1,5b): P   

§2: 1,6-11 First heavenly scene: the Accuser and YHWH’s discourse about Job 

§3: 1,12 First heavenly scene: the Accuser gets God’s permission to test Job 

§4: 1,13-22 Job fears God during the disasters: ‘Job did not sin or charge God with wrong’ (1,22): P 

§5: 2,1-5 Second heavenly scene: the Accuser and YHWH’s discourse about Job 

§6: 2,6 Second heavenly scene: the Accuser gets God’s permission to test Job 

§7: 2,7-10 Job fears God in his confrontation with his wife: ‘Job did not sin with his lips’ (2,10b): P 
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Consequently, in this case 2,11-13 functions as the introduction to the first Round of disputations in 3-14. 
In my opinion, however, 2,11-14,22, should not necessarily be regarded as constituting Scene 2, for the 
passage about the seven days’ visit of the three friends in 2,11-13 is inextricably bound up with what I 
regard as Scene 1 (1,1-2,13). The visit, during which the friends have nothing to say, is part of Job’s 
suffering. Moreover, 2,11-13 clearly functions as a cliffhanger at the end of Scene 1 to anticipate the 
discussions in Scene 2, which begins only in 3,1, when Job breaks the silence and opens his mouth to 
initiate the discussions in Round 1 (3-14). 
Taking everything into  consideration, I maintain my view of Scene 1 as 1,1-2,13 and Scene 2 as 3,1-14,22 
with due regard for the bridge function of 2,11-13. On the one hand it concludes the description of Job’s 
personal situation in Scene 1, and on the other it anticipates Round 1 of the disputations in Scene 2. 
Compare the bridge function of 42,1-6, which concludes the divine speeches in 38-41 and Job’s response, 
as I have argued above, and at the same time opens the rehabilitation and restoration of Job in Chapter 42.  

Scene 3: Chapters 15-26  Job and his friends discuss divine justice: Round 2 
 Section 1 15,1-35                        Eliphaz speaks again 

335 Job 15,1 4 20 2813  §1 He accuses Job of doing away with the fear of God 
336 Job 15,2 7 27 2820   

337 Job 15,3 8 29 2828   
338 Job 15,4 8 27 2836   

339 Job 15,5 7 28 2843   

340 Job 15,6 7 27 2850/41 []  

341 Job 15,7 6 29 2856  §2 How dare you pretend to know more than we? 
342 Job 15,8 6 26 2862   

343 Job 15,9 8 26 2870   

344 Job 15,10 8 26 2878/28 []  

345 Job 15,11 7 25 2885  §3 How dare you think that God puts trust in bad people? 
346 Job 15,12 6 23 2891   

347 Job 15,13 8 27 2899   

348 Job 15,14 8 26 2907   

349 Job 15,15 8 30 2915   

350 Job 15,16 8 27 2923/45 []  

351 Job 15,17 6 23 2929  §4 A wicked man is fundamentally unhappy 

352 Job 15,18 6 26 2935   
353 Job 15,19 8    44 (4x11) 28 2943   

354 Job 15,20 9 36 2952  The paragraph is made up of 44 words. 

355 Job 15,21 6 29 2958   

356 Job 15,22 9 29 2967/44 []  

357 Job 15,23 10 32 2977  §5 He lives always in fear because of his stand against God  
358 Job 15,24 7 34 2984   

359 Job 15,25 8 23 2992   

360 Job 15,26 6     68 (4x17) 25 2998  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 

361 Job 15,27 8 28 3006   

362 Job 15,28 10 43 3016   
363 Job 15,29 9 31 3025   

364 Job 15,30 10 38 3035/68 []  

365 Job 15,31 8 28 3043  §6 The godless are as a barren tree bearing no fruit  

366 Job 15,32 6 23 3049   
367 Job 15,33 6 25 3055   

368 Job 15,34 8 27 3063   
369 Job 15,35 7 26 3070/35 S  

35 Section 1 261 977 261   

 Section 2     Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends 

370 Job 16,1 3 13 3073  §7 Your empty words cannot assuage my pain! 
371 Job 16,2 6 25 3079   

372 Job 16,3 8 27 3087   

373 Job 16,4 16 64 3103   

374 Job 16,5 6 23 3109   

375 Job 16,6 9 32 3118/48 []  
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376 Job 16,7 6 21 3124  §8 Job sums up the terrible things God has done to him 

377 Job 16,8 8 31 3132   

378 Job 16,9 10 39 3142   

379 Job 16,10 9 37 3151  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 
380 Job 16,11 8     68 (4x17) 31 3159   

381 Job 16,12 9 47 3168   

382 Job 16,13 10 42 3178   

383 Job 16,14 8 28 3186/68 []  

384 Job 16,15 7 28 3193  §9 Job is in a state of mourning although he is innocent 
385 Job 16,16 7 28 3200   

386 Job 16,17 6 20 3206   

387 Job 16,18 8 28 3214   

388 Job 16,19 7 28 3221   

389 Job 16,20 6 22 3227   

390 Job 16,21 7 26 3234   
391 Job 16,22 8 29 3242/56 []  

22 Section 2 172 669 172   

 Section 3 17,1-16         At death’s door Job doubts whether there is hope  

392 Job 17,1 6 23 3248  §10  His spirit is broken; who will give surety for him? 
393 Job 17,2 7 28 3255   

394 Job 17,3 8 27 3263   

395 Job 17,4 8 23 3271   
396 Job 17,5 6 26 3277/35 []  

397 Job 17,6 6+ 27 3283  §11 Job is treated as an outcast; he has no future but Sheol 

398 Job 17,7 6+ 23 3289   

399 Job 17,8 8+ 28 3297   
400 Job 17,9 7+ 28 3304   

401 Job 17,10 9+ 31 3313  The paragraph is made up of 77 words. 

402 Job 17,11 6+   24 3319   

403 Job 17,12 7 + 27 3326   

404 Job 17,13 7+ 28 3333   

405 Job 17,14 7+ 27 3340   

406 Job 17,15 6+ 26 3346   
407 Job 17,16 8/77 (7x11) 24 3354/77 S  

16 Section 3 112 420 112   

 Section 4 18,1-21                  Bildad’s second discourse 

408 Job 18,1 4 17 3358  §12  Why are we counted as stupid cattle in your sight? 
409 Job 18,2 8 33 3366   

410 Job 18,3 5     26 28 3371  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 26 words. 

411 Job 18,4 9 37 3380/26 []  

412 Job 18,5 8 27 3388  §13 The life of the wicked and godless is full of trouble 
413 Job 18,6 6  23 3394   

414 Job 18,7 5     26 24 3399   

415 Job 18,8 7 27 3406  18,5-8  The wicked walks in darkness, stumbles, falls into  
416 Job 18,9 6 22 3412  traps and is frightened on every side by terrors: 26 words. 

417 Job 18,10 6 26 3418   

418 Job 18,11 5 27 3423   

419 Job 18,12 6 22 3429   

420 Job 18,13 7 26 3436  18,13-21  He has no offspring, no name, and his memory 

421 Job 18,14 6 30 3442  perishes; this is the fate of godless people: 68 words. 

422 Job 18,15 8 31 3450   
423 Job 18,16 6 26 3456   

424 Job 18,17 10   68 (4x17) 28 3466   

425 Job 18,18 6 25 3472   

426 Job 18,19 9 32 3481   

427 Job 18,20 7 30 3488   

428 Job 18,21 9 28 3497/117 S  

21 Section 4 143 569 143   
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 Section 5 19,1-29    Job’s second rejoinder to Bildad and the other friends 
429 Job 19,1 3 13 3500  §14 He accuses them of mercilessly seeking his downfall 

430 Job 19,2 6 29 3506   

431 Job 19,3 8 31 3514   

432 Job 19,4 6 25 3520   
433 Job 19,5 7 30 3527   

434 Job 19,6 8 30 3535   

435 Job 19,7 8 28 3543/46 []  

436 Job 19,8 8 32 3551  §15 What God has done to Job: the effects in the family 

437 Job 19,9 6 26 3557   

438 Job 19,10 6 25 3563  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 

439 Job 19,11 6 24 3569   
440 Job 19,12 9    68 (4x17) 39 3578   

441 Job 19,13 7 26 3585   

442 Job 19,14 4 21 3589   

443 Job 19,15 8 38 3597   

444 Job 19,16 8 29 3605   

445 Job 19,17 6 25 3611/68 []  

446 Job 19,18 7+ 27 3618  §16 I am despised and abhorred; have pity on me! 
447 Job 19,19 8+ 30 3626   

448 Job 19,20 7+ 33 3633  That this paragraph in particular is made up of 38 words is 

449 Job 19,21 9+ 28 3642  not a matter of chance, for 38 is 2x19 the numerical 

450 Job 19,22 7/38 27 3649/38 [] signature of Job. See also pages 8, 23, 30, and 31. 

451 Job 19,23 9 32 3658  §17 Job trusts that God will judge him justly in the end 

452 Job 19,24 6 25 3664   

453 Job 19,25 8 30 3672   
454 Job 19,26 7     26 29 3679  19,25-27  Job knows that his redeemer lives and that he will 

455 Job 19,27 11 37 3690  see God: 26 words. 

456 Job 19,28 9 28 3699   

457 Job 19,29 11 40 3710/61 S  

29 Section 5 213 837 213   

 Section 6 20,1-29                   Zophar’s second discourse 
458 Job 20,1 4 18 3714  §18  The happy life of the wicked is short-lived 

459 Job 20,2 6 26 3720   

460 Job 20,3 6 28 3726  Section 6 is in its entirety highlighted by 408 (8x26) words. 

461 Job 20,4 9 28 3735   

462 Job 20,5 8 30 3743   
463 Job 20,6 7 27 3750   

464 Job 20,7 6 25 3756   

465 Job 20,8 7 33 3763   

466 Job 20,9 8 33 3771   

467 Job 20,10 6 26 3777   

468 Job 20,11 7 29 3784/74 []  

469 Job 20,12 7 29 3791  §19 His wickedness will in the end proof to be his downfall 
470 Job 20,13 7 31 3798   

471 Job 20,14 6 28 3804   

472 Job 20,15 6 25 3810   

473 Job 20,16 6 26 3816   

474 Job 20,17 7 27 3823   

475 Job 20,18 8 31 3831   

476 Job 20,19 8 26 3839/55 []  
477 Job 20,20 8 27 3847  §20 God will cause his downfall and the loss of his riches 

478 Job 20,21 8 26 3855   

479 Job 20,22 8 28 3863   

480 Job 20,23 10 40 3873   

481 Job 20,24 6 26 3879   

482 Job 20,25 8 33 3887   

483 Job 20,26 11 41 3898   

484 Job 20,27 6 25 3904   
485 Job 20,28 6 23 3910   
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486 Job 20,29 8      29 3918/79 P  

29 Section 6 208 (8x26) 824 208   

 Section 7 21,1-34           Job’s rejoinder to Zophar and the other friends 

487 Job 21,1 3 13 3921  §21 The prosperity of the wicked and godless is a problem 
488 Job 21,2 6 28 3927   

489 Job 21,3 6 27 3933   

490 Job 21,4 8 30 3941   

491 Job 21,5 7 22 3948   

492 Job 21,6 6 28 3954  21,6-10  Job is dismayed to realize that the wicked live 
493 Job 21,7 7 26 3961  to reach old age in safety and prosperity: 34 words.  

494 Job 21,8 6    34 (2x17) 32 3967   

495 Job 21,9 7 28 3974   

496 Job 21,10 8 29 3982   

497 Job 21,11 5 29 3987  21,11-13  Their children lead a happy life in prosperity: 17 w. 

498 Job 21,12 6    17 26 3993   

499 Job 21,13 6 26 3999   
500 Job 21,14 8+ 32 4007  21,14-15  They say farewell to God and do not care to serve  

501 Job 21,15 9/17 29 4016  him: 17 words. 

502 Job 21,16 8 27 4024/106 []  

503 Job 21,17 10+ 40 4034  §22 Why does the wicked prosper until he lies in his grave? 
504 Job 21,18 7/17 28 4041  21,17-18 How often does calamity strike the wicked? 17 w. 

505 Job 21,19 7 29 4048   

506 Job 21,20 6 24 4054   

507 Job 21,21 8 32 4062   

508 Job 21,22 6 24 4068   
509 Job 21,23 7 26 4075   

510 Job 21,24 6 27 4081   

511 Job 21,25 7 25 4088   

512 Job 21,26 7 26 4095/71 []  

513 Job 21,27 6 30 4101  §23 No harm comes over the wicked; nobody requites him 

514 Job 21,28 9 35 4110   

515 Job 21,29 7 28 4117   

516 Job 21,30 8 29 4125   
517 Job 21,31 10 31 4135   

518 Job 21,32 6 26 4141   

519 Job 21,33 11 42 4152   

520 Job 21,34 6 30 4158/63 S  

34 Section 7 240 964 240  Section 7 is sealed by its 34 verses. 

 Section 8 22,1-30                        Eliphaz’s final discourse 
521 Job 22,1 4 19 4162  §24 It is because of Job’s wickedness that God judges him 

522 Job 22,2 7 27 4169   

523 Job 22,3 9 30 4178   

524 Job 22,4 5 24 4183   

525 Job 22,5 6 23 4189   

526 Job 22,6 7 29 4196  22,5-9  Examples of Job’s wickedness: 34 words. 
527 Job 22,7 7    34 (2x17) 24 4203   

528 Job 22,8 8 28 4211   

529 Job 22,9 6 29 4217   

530 Job 22,10 7 29 4224   

531 Job 22,11 7 23 4231/73 []  

532 Job 22,12 9 32 4240  §25 God will punish the wicked and godless in the end 
533 Job 22,13 7 25 4247   

534 Job 22,14 8 29 4255   

535 Job 22,15 7 25 4262   
536 Job 22,16 7 24 4269  22,14-20  Despite the darkness God sees everything and the 

537 Job 22,17 8    51 (3x17) 29 4277  wicked will ultimately be punished: 51 words. 

538 Job 22,18 8 31 4285   

539 Job 22,19 6 27 4291   

540 Job 22,20 7 24 4298/67 []  
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541 Job 22,21 7 26 4305  §26 If Job would turn to God and repent, he will be saved 

542 Job 22,22 7 26 4312   

543 Job 22,23 8 29 4320   
544 Job 22,24 7 27 4327   

545 Job 22,25 6 24 4333   

546 Job 22,26 9 28 4342   

547 Job 22,27 5 25 4347   

548 Job 22,28 8    26 29 4355  22,27-30  If Job would pray to God, light will shine on his  

549 Job 22,29 7 28 4362  ways and he will be delivered: 26 words. 

550 Job 22,30 6 21 4368/70 P  
30 Section 8 210 794 210   

 Section 9 23,1-17        Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends: 1 

551 Job 23,1 3 13 4371  §27 If I could find God then I will be found innocent 
552 Job 23,2 8 26 4379   

553 Job 23,3 7 29 4386   
554 Job 23,4 6 27 4392   

555 Job 23,5 7 27 4399   

556 Job 23,6 9 26 4408   

557 Job 23,7 7 27 4415/47 []  

558 Job 23,8 8 29 4423  §28 God must be aware of my innocence 
559 Job 23,9 8 31 4431   

560 Job 23,10 7 24 4438  23,8-14  God knows that I am innocent and I know that he  

561 Job 23,11 7    51 (3x17) 27 4445  does what he intends to do: 51 words. 

562 Job 23,12 8 32 4453      

563 Job 23,13 7 30 4460   
564 Job 23,14 6 22 4466   

565 Job 23,15 7 28 4473   

566 Job 23,16 5 20 4478   

567 Job 23,17 8 27 4486/71 []  

17 Section 9 118 445 118  Section 9 is sealed by its 17 verses. 

 Section 10 24,1-25         Job’s rejoinder to Eliphaz and the other friends: 2 
568 Job 24,1 9 33 4495  §29 Why does  God not reserve times for judgment  

569 Job 24,2 5 22 4500  The question is posed in v. 1; observations are given in 2-12 

570 Job 24,3 6 28 4506   

571 Job 24,4 7 28 4513  24,2-12  The observations and reflections in connection with  

572 Job 24,5 11 45 4524  the problem of God’s failure to pay attention: 78 words. 
573 Job 24,6 6 27 4530   

574 Job 24,7 7    78 (3x26) 29 4537   

575 Job 24,8 7 29 4544   

576 Job 24,9 6 23 4550   

577 Job 24,10 7 28 4557   

578 Job 24,11 6 29 4563   

579 Job 24,12 10 41 4573/87 []  

580 Job 24,13 10 41 4583  §30 Will murderers, oppressors and adulterers be ruined? 

581 Job 24,14 9 38 4592   

582 Job 24,15 11 41 4603   

583 Job 24,16 9 31 4612   

584 Job 24,17 9 33 4621/48 []  

585 Job 24,18 12 40 4633  §31 Job is sure that such evildoers will ultimately vanish 

586 Job 24,19 8 27 4641   

587 Job 24,20 10 37 4651   

588 Job 24,21 7     68 (4x17) 25 4658  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 68 words. 

589 Job 24,22 7 31 4665   
590 Job 24,23 7 29 4672   

591 Job 24,24 9 40 4681   

592 Job 24,25 8 28 4689/68 S  

25 Section 10 203 803 203   
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 Section 11 25,1-6                       Bildad’s continued discourse 

593 Job 25,1 4 17 4693  §32 How can a human being be righteous before God? 
594 Job 25,2 6 25 4699   

595 Job 25,3 8 30 4707   

596 Job 25,4 9 29 4716   

597 Job 25,5 9 33 4725   

598 Job 25,6 7 22 4732/43 P  

6 Section 11 43 156 43   

 Section 12                            Job’s rejoinder to Bildad 

599 Job 26,1 3 13 4735  §33  The cosmic dimensions of God’s power 
600 Job 26,2 8 24 4743   

601 Job 26,3 7 27 4750   

602 Job 26,4 8 26 4758   

603 Job 26,5 5 26 4763   

604 Job 26,6 6 26 4769   

605 Job 26,7 9 25 4778   
606 Job 26,8 7 25 4785   

607 Job 26,9 6 22 4791   

608 Job 26,10 10 27 4801   

609 Job 26,11 5 27 4806/74 []  

610 Job 26,12 6 24 4812  §34 By his power he stills the sea and kills Rahab 
611 Job 26,13 7     26 27 4819  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 26 words. 

612 Job 26,14 13 46 4832/26 S  

14 Section 12 100 365 100   

278 Scene 3: 15-26 2023 7823 2023  Until this point the text has 612 (36x17) verses.  

Observation 3  In Scene 3 (Chapters 15-26) 136 of the 278 verses (49%) and 977 of the 2023 words (48%) are  
highlighted by 17 and 26 and their multiples. 
Chapters 1-26, Scenes 1-3, the text from the beginning of the book to the end of the second Round are 
made up of 612 (36x17) verses, by which it is finalized and sealed as a distinct literary unit. 

Scene 4: Chapters 27-31  Job’s final discourses 

 Section 1 27,1-23            Job’s final discourse, 1: his reply to his friends 

613 Job 27,1 5 20 4837  §1 Job affirms his innocence and righteousness 

614 Job 27,2 7 24 4844   
615 Job 27,3 8 26 4852   

616 Job 27,4 8    52 (2x26) 32 4860  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 52 words. 

617 Job 27,5 11 38 4871   

618 Job 27,6 8 33 4879    

619 Job 27,7 5 23 4884/52 []  

620 Job 27,8 10 30 4894  §2 There is no hope for the wicked: I know what God does 
621 Job 27,9 7 25 4901   

622 Job 27,10 8 25 4909   

623 Job 27,11 9 27 4918   

624 Job 27,12 8 28 4926/42 []  

625 Job 27,13 10 34 4936  §3 The portion of the wicked man with God is doom  

626 Job 27,14 9 33 4945   
627 Job 27,15 6 30 4951   

628 Job 27,16 7    51 (3x17) 27 4958   

629 Job 27,17 6 24 4964  27,13-19  He will lose everything: his children and his riches: 

630 Job 27,18 6 21 4970  51 words. 

631 Job 27,19 7 29 4977   

632 Job 27,20 6 28 4983   

633 Job 27,21 5 25 4988   
634 Job 27,22 7 28 4995   

635 Job 27,23 6 28 5001/75 []  

23 Section 1 169 638 169   
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 Section 2 28,1-28                  Job’s final discourse, 2: about wisdom 

636 Job 28,1 7 25 5008  §4  Man can find the treasures of the earth, but no wisdom 
637 Job 28,2 6 24 5014   

638 Job 28,3 10 36 5024   

639 Job 28,4 10 35 5034   

640 Job 28,5 8 28 5042   

641 Job 28,6 6 23 5048   

642 Job 28,7 8 27 5056   
643 Job 28,8 8 27 5064   

644 Job 28,9 6 23 5070   

645 Job 28,10 7 28 5077   

646 Job 28,11 6 24 5083/82 P  

647 Job 28,12 7 27 5090  §5  Wisdom is inaccessible to human beings 
648 Job 28,13 8 29 5098   

649 Job 28,14 9 27 5107   

650 Job 28,15 8 29 5115   

651 Job 28,16 7 27 5122   

652 Job 28,17 7 30 5129   

653 Job 28,18 7 31 5136   
654 Job 28,19 8 29 5144/61 P 27,1-28,19  (§§1-5) 169+82+61=312 (12x26) words.  

655 Job 28,20 7 27 5151  §6 Only God knows where and how to find wisdom 
656 Job 28,21 7 30 5158   

657 Job 28,22 6 29 5164   

658 Job 28,23 7        27 5171   

659 Job 28,24 9 32 5180  28,23-27  The reasons why God understands the way to  

660 Job 28,25 6   34 (2x17) 24 5186  wisdom: 34 words. 

661 Job 28,26 6 24 5192   

662 Job 28,27 6 23 5198  *Reading    instead of   - as in many manuscripts 

663 Job 28,28 10 37 5208/64  20* S (see BHS). The next occurrence is in 38,1. 

28 Section 2 207 782 207  782 (46x17) letters. 

51 Sections 1-2 376 1420 376  Sections 1-2 (27,1-28,28) are sealed by 51 (3x17) verses. 

 Section 3 29,1-25        Job’s final discourse, 3: his yearning for the past 
664 Job 29,1 5 20 5213  §7 He was then blessed by God and respected by everyone 

665 Job 29,2 7 29 5220   

666 Job 29,3 7 25 5227   

667 Job 29,4 8 32 5235   

668 Job 29,5 5 22 5240   

669 Job 29,6 8 32 5248   

670 Job 29,7 7 28 5255   
671 Job 29,8 6 30 5261   

672 Job 29,9 6 26 5267   

673 Job 29,10 6 28 5273/65 []  

674 Job 29,11 7 31 5280  §8 An overview of his blessings and social activities 
675 Job 29,12 8 26 5288   

676 Job 29,13 7 25 5295   

677 Job 29,14 6 30 5301   

678 Job 29,15 6 27 5307   

679 Job 29,16 7 30 5314  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 104 words. 

680 Job 29,17 6 29 5320   
681 Job 29,18 7    104 (4x26) 26 5327   

682 Job 29,19 7 27 5334   

683 Job 29,20 6 26 5340   

684 Job 29,21 6 23 5346   

685 Job 29,22 7 27 5353   

686 Job 29,23 6 26 5359   

687 Job 29,24 8 31 5367   
688 Job 29,25 10 43 5377 []  

25 Section 3 169 699 169   
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 Section 4 30,1-31     Job’s final discourse, 4: he bewails his present state 

689 Job 30,1 13 53 5390  §9 The disrespect shown to Job by people he disdained 
690 Job 30,2 8 25 5398   

691 Job 30,3 8 35 5406   

692 Job 30,4 7 29 5413   

693 Job 30,5 6 23 5419   

694 Job 30,6 6 25 5425   
695 Job 30,7 6 25 5431   

696 Job 30,8 9 26 5440/63 []  

697 Job 30,9 6 26 5446  §10 These outcasts now humiliate and ruin me 
698 Job 30,10 7 26 5453   

699 Job 30,11 7 27 5460   

700 Job 30,12 10  52 (2x26) 40 5470  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 52 words. 

701 Job 30,13 7 28 5477   

702 Job 30,14 6 25 5483   

703 Job 30,15 9 38 5492/52 []  
704 Job 30,16 7 29 5499  §11 God has cast me into the mire; I am as dust and ashes 

705 Job 30,17 7    26 28 5506   

706 Job 30,18 7 29 5513  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 26 words. 

707 Job 30,19 5 22 5518/26 []  

708 Job 30,20 7 29 5525  §12 God, you do not listen to my cry for help! 

709 Job 30,21 6 24 5531  Note the the first word of v. 20,  , ‘I cry’, is positioned in  

710 Job 30,22 6 28 5537  pride of place at the centre of 30,16-23:  26+1+26 in order 

711 Job 30,23 8 29 5545/27 [] to signify God’s presence.  Compare Psalm 23! 

712 Job 30,24 9 26 5554  §13 Despite my empathy with others, I am treated as a beast 

713 Job 30,25 8   26 30 5562  30,24-26 Nobody comes to my aid despite my cry for help: 26. 
714 Job 30,26 9 33 5571  V. 27 occupies pride of place at the centre: 26+7+26: 

715 Job 30,27 7 24 5578  “My bowels boil constantly; days of affliction confront me.” 

716 Job 30,28 7 26 5585   

717 Job 30,29 6   26 24 5591  30,28-31  I go about blackened and my skin turns black: 26 w. 

718 Job 30,30 7 25 5598   

719 Job 30,31 6 25 5604/59 []  

31 Section 4 227 882 227   

 Section 5 31,1-40            Job’s final discourse, 5: his concluding speech 
720 Job 31,1 7 29 5611  §14 Job asserts his integrity before God 

721 Job 31,2 7 28 5618   

722 Job 31,3 6 22 5624   

723 Job 31,4 7 26 5631   
724 Job 31,5 8 26 5639   

725 Job 31,6 6 27 5645   

726 Job 31,7 12 42 5657 P This P does not have a delimiting function. It may be regarded 

727 Job 31,8 5 24 5662  as a device to draw attention to what follows in v. 8. 

728 Job 31,9 9 28 5671   

729 Job 31,10 6 28 5677   

730 Job 31,11 6 21 5683  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted and sealed by 
731 Job 31,12 9 32 5692  208 (8x26) words. 

732 Job 31,13 7 27 5699   

733 Job 31,14 9 30 5708   

734 Job 31,15 7 28 5715   

735 Job 31,16 7 28 5722   

736 Job 31,17 7 25 5729   

737 Job 31,18 7 29 5736   
738 Job 31,19 8   32 5744   

739 Job 31,20 7 27 5751   

740 Job 31,21 9 33 5760   

741 Job 31,22 6 27 5766   

742 Job 31,23 8 25 5774   

743 Job 31,24 7 28 5781   

744 Job 31,25 9 28 5790   
745 Job 31,26 8 24 5798   
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746 Job 31,27 6 21 5804   

747 Job 31,28 8/208 (8x26) 27 5812/208 []  

748 Job 31,29 8 31 5820  §15 Job endorses his discourse with his personal sign 

749 Job 31,30 7 26 5827   

750 Job 31,31 10 31 5837   

751 Job 31,32 7 24 5844  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted and sealed by its 

752 Job 31,33 7    102 (6x17) 28 5851  102 words. 
753 Job 31,34 11 41 5862   

754 Job 31,35 13    13 39 5875  For Job’s ‘sign’ or ID (31,35), see Observation 5 below. 

755 Job 31,36 8        8 28 5883   

756 Job 31,37 6        6    52 27 5889  31,35-40  Special emphasis is laid on Job’s final cry for help:  

757 Job 31,38 7        7  29 5896  52 (2x26) words. 

758 Job 31,39 8        8 30 5904   

759 Job 31,40 10    10 35 5914/102 P  

40 Section 5 310 1141 310  Until this point, the text is sealed by 759 (69x11) verses, which 
147 Scene 4 1082 4142 1082  underlines the remark “The words of Job are ended” (31,40b). 

759 Job 1-31 5914 22657 5914  The ‘words of Job’ are to be understood as his discourses. 

Observation 5  In Scene 4 (Chapers 27-31, Job’s final discourses) 85 of the 147 verses (58%) and 605 of the 
1082 words (56%) are highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26 and their multiples. 
Most significantly, Job’s concluding speech (Chapter 31) stands out by its 310 words which are divided into 
208 (8x26) in 31,1-28 and 102 (6x17) in 31,29-40. Job’s last speech is in its entirety governed by numbers 
signifying God’s presence! This is all the more striking because Job’s first discourse (Chapter 3) is made up 
of 204 (12x17) words and 26 verses. For an overview of the words spoken by Job, go to the table on p. 29. 

In Chapter 31  , ‘if’, occurs 17 times: vs. 5, 7, 9, 13, 16, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 29, 31, 33, 36, 39, 39. 

The ‘sign’ shown by Job in 31,35 is nothing less than his ID or signature in the form of a clay seal. For the 
word , ‘sign’, see HALOT and for such a seal at the time of Jeremiah, see Robert Deutsch und Peter van der 

Veen in:  www.spektrum.de/artikel/137010. For the signing of documents, compare Ezr. 10,1 and Dan. 6,8f. 

Scene 5: 32-37  The Intervention of an Angry Young Man, Elihu 
 Section 1 32,1-22         Elihu speaks about the three friends who failed 
760 Job 32,1 11 46 5925/11 P §1 The end of the disputation between the four friends 

761 Job 32,2 15        59 5940  §2 Elihu intervenes because the three friends failed 

762 Job 32,3 12 44 5952   

763 Job 32,4 10 40 5962   

764 Job 32,5 10 39 5972/47 P  

765 Job 32,6 18 74 5990  §3 Elihu asserts his right to speak frankly 
766 Job 32,7 7 30 5997   

767 Job 32,8 7 27 6004   

768 Job 32,9 6 26 6010  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

769 Job 32,10 8 26 6018  Its relative scarcity is, generally speaking, a feature of the  

770 Job 32,11 9 41 6027  Elihu discources. 

771 Job 32,12 9 41 6036   

772 Job 32,13 8 28 6044   
773 Job 32,14 7 29 6051   

774 Job 32,15 7 24 6058   

775 Job 32,16 9 30 6067   

776 Job 32,17 8 25 6075   

777 Job 32,18 6 24 6081   

778 Job 32,19 8 31 6089   

779 Job 32,20 6 25 6095   
780 Job 32,21 9 25 6104   

781 Job 32,22 7 26 6111/139 []  

22 Section 1 197 760 197   

 Section 2 33,1-33                 Elihu’s First attempt to refute Job 
782 Job 33,1 8+ 30 6119  §4 Elihu tries to understand Job’s position 

783 Job 33,2 7+ 25 6126   

784 Job 33,3 7+ 26 6133  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 

785 Job 33,4 6+ 23 6139  78 (3x26) words. 
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786 Job 33,5 6+ 26 6145   

787 Job 33,6 8+    26 6153   

788 Job 33,7 8+ 29 6161   

789 Job 33,8 6+ 23 6167   

790 Job 33,9 9+ 25 6176   

791 Job 33,10 7+ 28 6183   

792 Job 33,11 6/78 (3x26) 21 6189/ 78 []  
793 Job 33,12 9 30 6198  §5 Job must understand the ways in which God acts 

794 Job 33,13 8 28 6206   

795 Job 33,14 7 26 6213   

796 Job 33,15 10 44 6223   

797 Job 33,16 6 24 6229  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

798 Job 33,17 6 24 6235   

799 Job 33,18 7 27 6242   

800 Job 33,19 7 30 6249   
801 Job 33,20 6 26 6255   

802 Job 33,21 7 27 6262   

803 Job 33,22 5 24 6267   

804 Job 33,23 11 38 6278   

805 Job 33,24 7 31 6285   

806 Job 33,25 6 26 6291   

807 Job 33,26 10 44 6301   
808 Job 33,27 10 38 6311   

809 Job 33,28 7 28 6318/129 []  

810 Job 33,29 9 27 6327  §6 Elihu calls on Job to give heed and listen to him 

811 Job 33,30 7 28 6334   

812 Job 33,31 7 26 6341  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

813 Job 33,32 8 28 6349   

814 Job 33,33 8 27 6357/39 S  
33 Section 2 246 933 246   

 Section 3 34,1-37            Elihu’s second attempt to refute Job 

815 Job 34,1 3 15 6360  §7  Which of the two views on theodicy is correct? 

816 Job 34,2 6 26 6366   
817 Job 34,3 7 24 6373   

818 Job 34,4 7    34 (2x17) 27 6380  34,2-6  Elihu challenges Job’s claim to be innocent: 34  w. 

819 Job 34,5 7 26 6387   

820 Job 34,6 7 24 6394   

821 Job 34,7 6 21 6400   

822 Job 34,8 9 32 6409   

823 Job 34,9 8        26 6417/60 []  

824 Job 34,10 10 35 6427  §8 God will not act wickedly nor will he pervert justice 

825 Job 34,11 8 28 6435   

826 Job 34,12 9 29 6444  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 51 words. 

827 Job 34,13 8   51 (3x17) 24 6452   

828 Job 34,14 8 31 6460   
829 Job 34,15 8 25 6468/51 []  

830 Job 34,16 7 27 6475  §9 Will you condemn him who judges mighty people? 

831 Job 34,17 8 32 6483   

832 Job 34,18 6 24 6489  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

833 Job 34,19 14 43 6503   

834 Job 34,20 11 44 6514/46 []  

835 Job 34,21 8 28 6522  §10 Wise men will agree that Job’s view of God is wrong  

836 Job 34,22 8 29 6530   

837 Job 34,23 10 29 6540   

838 Job 34,24 7 28 6547   
839 Job 34,25 6 28 6553   

840 Job 34,26 5 21 6558  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

841 Job 34,27 9 32 6567   

842 Job 34,28 7 29 6574   

843 Job 34,29 13 48 6587   
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844 Job 34,30 5 17 6592   

845 Job 34,31 7 21 6599   

846 Job 34,32 9 32 6608   

847 Job 34,33 12 42 6620/106 []  

848 Job 34,34 8 26 6628  §11 The verdict of wise men: Job’s words are empty talk 

849 Job 34,35 7 28 6635  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 34 words. 

850 Job 34,36 9    34 (2x17) 30 6644   
851 Job 34,37 10 39 6654/140 S  

37 Section 3 297 1070 297   

 Section 4 35,1-16                  Elihu’s third attempt to refute Job 

852 Job 35,1 3 14 6657  §12 He insists that God sees everything and acts justly 

853 Job 35,2 6 24 6663   

854 Job 35,3 8 26 6671   35,2-8  Elihu accuses Job that he believed that doing right 

855 Job 35,4 6   22 6677  is of no avail: 52 words. 
857 Job 35,6 10   52 (2x26) 31 6694   

858 Job 35,7 9 24 6703   

859 Job 35,8 6 24 6709   

860 Job 35,9 6 29 6715   

861 Job 35,10 8 29 6723   

862 Job 35,11 6 30 6729   

863 Job 35,12 7 26 6736   
864 Job 35,13 8 25 6744   

865 Job 35,14 9 32 6753   

866 Job 35,15 9    27 6762   

867 Job 35,16 8 31 6770/116 P  

16 Section 4 116 421 116   

 Section 5 36,1-33                Elihu’s fourth attempt to refute Job 
868 Job 36,1 3 15 6773  §13 He claims that he is right about God’s righteousness 

869 Job 36,2 8 28 6781   

870 Job 36,3 6 24 6787   

871 Job 36,4 8 25 6795   
872 Job 36,5 8 23 6803   

873 Job 36,6 6 22 6809  No highlighting by 17 and 26 found. 

874 Job 36,7 10 44 6819   

875 Job 36,8 6 28 6825   

876 Job 36,9 6 26 6831   

877 Job 36,10 7 29 6838   

878 Job 36,11 8 39 6846   
879 Job 36,12 8 32 6854/84 []  

880 Job 36,13 8 27 6862  §14  Job must realize that God is exalted in power 

881 Job 36,14 5 22 6867   

882 Job 36,15 6 24 6873   

883 Job 36,16 12 42 6885   

884 Job 36,17 6 24 6891   

885 Job 36,18 9 27 6900   

886 Job 36,19 7 24 6907   

887 Job 36,20 6 24 6913   
888 Job 36,21 10 28 6923   

889 Job 36,22 7 23 6930   

890 Job 36,23 8    156 (6x26) 27 6938/84 []  

891 Job 36,24 7 26 6945  §15 Job must understand that God’s works are wonderful 

892 Job 36,25 7 23 6952   

893 Job 36,26 9 28 6961   

894 Job 36,27 7 24 6968   

895 Job 36,28 7 25 6975  36,13-33 (§14-15)  highlighted and sealed by 156 words. 
896 Job 36,29 7 24 6982   

897 Job 36,30 7 24 6989   

898 Job 36,31 7 24 6996   

899 Job 36,32 7 26 7003   

900 Job 36,33 7 23 7010/72 []  
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33 Section 5 240 874 240   

 Section 6            Elihu’s fifth and last attempt to refute Job 

901 Job 37,1 6 23 7016  §16 Job must hearken to God’s thunder and lightning 

902 Job 37,2 7 26 7023  This clearly preludes on God’s speaking to Job out of a  

903 Job 37,3 8 31 7031  whirlwind in Chapters 38-41. 
904 Job 37,4 11 43 7042   

905 Job 37,5 8 31 7050   

906 Job 37,6 10 35 7060   

907 Job 37,7 8 28 7068   

908 Job 37,8 6 26 7074   

909 Job 37,9 6 24 7080   

910 Job 37,10 7     170 25 7087  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by its 170 words. 
911 Job 37,11 7 23 7094   

912 Job 37,12 12 48 7106   

913 Job 37,13 7 25 7113   

914 Job 37,14 7 31 7120   

915 Job 37,15 7 30 7127   

916 Job 37,16 7 27 7134   

917 Job 37,17 6 25 7140   
918 Job 37,18 6 27 7146   

919 Job 37,19 8 28 7154   

920 Job 37,20 9 27 7163   

921 Job 37,21 10 39 7173   

922 Job 37,22 7 25 7180/170 []  

923 Job 37,23 10 35 7190  §17 Conclusion: God is great in power and he acts justly 

924 Job 37,24 8 28 7198/18 P Until this point rounded off and sealed by 924 (84x11) vs. 
24 Section 6 188 710 188   

165 Scene 5 1284 4768 1284  The highlighted sections in Column 3 are self-evident. 

Observation 6  In Scene 5, 76 of the 165 verses (46%) and 584 of the 1284 words (45%) are highlighted! 
Scene 5 (the Elihu discourses), is finalized and sealed as a literary unit by its 165 (15x11) verses. Its 
delimitation is underscored by the fact that Chapters 1-37 have 924 (84x11) verses. 

Scene 6:  38-41   YHWH speaks to Job out of a whirlwind 

 Section 1 38,1-41            YHWH’s first discourse: Job’s ignorance 

925 Job 38,1 7 26 21* 7205  §1  YHWH’s invitation to a discussion 

926 Job 38,2 7 23  7212  *For number 20, go back to 28,28. For 22 go to 40,1. 

927 Job 38,3 6 28  7218/20 []  

928 Job 38,4 8 29  7226  §2 Were you there when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
929 Job 38,5 10 27  7236   

930 Job 38,6 9 28  7245   
931 Job 38,7 8        30  7253/35 []  

932 Job 38,8 6 24  7259  §3 Who prescribes the bounds for the sea? 
933 Job 38,9 5 22  7264   

934 Job 38,10 6 27  7270   

935 Job 38,11 10 35  7280/27 []  

936 Job 38,12 6     51 (3x17) 25  7286  §4 Who commanded the morning since you were born? 

937 Job 38,13 6 29  7292   

938 Job 38,14 6 27  7298   
939 Job 38,15 6 27  7304/24 [] 38,8-15 (§§3-4) is highlighted by 51 words. 

940 Job 38,16 7 27  7311  §5 Can you fathom the Clouds and skies? 
941 Job 38,17 7    22 28  7318  The paragraph has 22 words. 

942 Job 38,18 8 27  7326/22 []  

943 Job 38,19 9 27  7335  §6 Do you know the dwelling of light and darkness? 
944 Job 38,20 8 31  7343   

945 Job 38,21 7 25  7350   

946 Job 38,22 7 27  7357   

947 Job 38,23 7 26  7364   

948 Job 38,24 9 28  7373/47 []  
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949 Job 38,25 7+ 26  7380  §7 Can you say where the rain comes from? 

950 Job 38,26 9+ 27  7389   

951 Job 38,27 6+ 27  7395   
952 Job 38,28 8+ 24  7403  The paragraph has 44 words. 

953 Job 38,29 8+ 27  7411   

954 Job 38,30 6/44 27  7417/44 []  

955 Job 38,31 7 30  7424  §8 Do you know the ordinances of heavenly objects? 
956 Job 38,32 7 28  7431   

957 Job 38,33 7 28  7438/21 []  

958 Job 38,34 6 24  7444  §9 Can you make clouds and send forth lightning? 
959 Job 38,35 6 27  7450   

960 Job 38,36 9    34 (2x17) 29  7459  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 34 words. 

961 Job 38,37 8 32  7467   

962 Job 38,38 5 23  7472/34 []  

963 Job 38,39 6 27  7478  §10 Can you provide prey for the lion and the raven? 
964 Job 38,40 7 27  7485  In terms  of content, these verses belong to Section 2, but 

965 Job 38,41 12 40  7497/25 [] they may be in place here to prelude on Chapter 39. 
41 Section 1 299  1126  299   

 Section 2 39,1-30          YHWH’s second discourse: Job’s lack of insight 

966 Job 39,1 8 29  7505  §11 Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 
967 Job 39,2 6 27  7511   

968 Job 39,3 5 30  7516   

969 Job 39,4 8 30  7524/27 []  

970 Job 39,5 8 27  7532  §12 Who set the wild ass free to range the mountains? 

971 Job 39,6 6     85 (5x17) 28  7538   
972 Job 39,7 7   28  7545   

973 Job 39,8 7 28  7552/28 []  

974 Job 39,9 7 25  7559  §13 Can you make the buffalo serve you willingly? 
975 Job 39,10 8 32  7567   

976 Job 39,11 8 28  7575   

977 Job 39,12 7 27  7582/30 [] 39,1-12 (§§11-13) are highlighted by 85 words. 

978 Job 39,13 7 28  7589  §14 Have you given the ostrich her way of behaving? 
979 Job 39,14 7 24  7596   

980 Job 39,15 7 28  7603   

981 Job 39,16 8 29  7611   

982 Job 39,17 8 26  7619   

983 Job 39,18 6 27  7625/43 []  

984 Job 39,19 6 28  7631  §15 Have you given the horse its might and fierceness? 

985 Job 39,20 5 24  7636   
986 Job 39,21 7 28  7643   

987 Job 39,22 8    51 (3x17) 28  7651  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 51 words. 

988 Job 39,23 6 25  7657   

989 Job 39,24 9 32  7666   

990 Job 39,25 10 41  7676/51 []  

991 Job 39,26 6 26  7682  §16 Do you command the hawk and the eagle? 
992 Job 39,27 8 25  7690   

993 Job 39,28 7    34 (2x17) 26  7697  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 34 words. 

994 Job 39,29 6 25  7703   

995 Job 39,30 7 28  7710/34 P  

30 Section 2 213 837  213   

 Section 3 40,1-5           The conclusion to YHWH’s first two discourses  

996 Job 40,1 5 19 22 7715  §17 Shall the man who disputes with God be stubborn? 
997 Job 40,2 7 26  7722/12 P  

998 Job 40,3 5 19 23 7727  §18 Job submits: Who am I to proceed further? 
999 Job 40,4 8 25  7735  In my opinion Section 3 is quite in place. It functions as an 

1000 Job 40,5 7 28  7742/20 P intermezzo before YHWH’s final discourse. At the same it 

5 Section 3 32 117 2x 32  preludes on Job’s repentance in the denouement (42). 

76 38,1-40,5 544 (32x17) 2080 3x 544 (32x17)  38,1-40,5 (Sections 1-3): Altogether 544 (32x17) words. 
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 Section 4 40,6-32     YHWH’s third discourse: Can you contend with me? 
1001 Job 40,6 7 25 24 7749  §19 Have you a mighty arm like God? 

1002 Job 40,7 6 27  7755   

1003 Job 40,8 6   26 26  7761  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 26 words. 

1004 Job 40,9 7 25  7768/26 []  

1005 Job 40,10 7 25  7775  §20 Your right hand can’t help you to defeat the wicked 

1006 Job 40,11 7 28  7782   

1007 Job 40,12 7   34 (2x17) 28  7789  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 34 words. 

1008 Job 40,13 6 24  7795   

1009 Job 40,14 7 23  7802/34 []  

1010 Job 40,15 9 33  7811  §21 Can you take a hippopotamus with hooks? 
1011 Job 40,16 7 28  7818   

1012 Job 40,17 7 27  7825   

1013 Job 40,18 6 29  7831   

1014 Job 40,19 7 25  7838   

1015 Job 40,20 10 32  7848   
1016 Job 40,21 6 23  7854   

1017 Job 40,22 6 27  7860   

1018 Job 40,23 11 36  7871   

1019 Job 40,24 5 24  7876/74 []  

1020 Job 40,25 6 27  7882  §22 Can you draw out a crocodile with a fishhook? 
1021 Job 40,26 6 27  7888   

1022 Job 40,27 7 30  7895   

1023 Job 40,28 6 25  7901   

1024 Job 40,29 5 27  7906   
1025 Job 40,30 6 28  7912   

1026 Job 40,31 6 28  7918   

1027 Job 40,32 7 24  7925/49 []  

27 Section 4 183 731 1x 183   Section 4 is sealed by 731 (43x17) letters. 

 Section 5 41,1-26     YHWH’s third discourse continued: the crocodile 

1028 Job 41,1 7 25  7932  §23 The sight of frightens any attacker; this is how he is: 
1029 Job 41,2 8 29  7940   

1030 Job 41,3 8 29  7948  Section 5 is in its entirety devoted to a description of this  

1031 Job 41,4 7 29  7955  ferocious creature. 
1032 Job 41,5 8 27  7963   

1033 Job 41,6 7 27  7970   

1034 Job 41,7 6 24  7976   

1035 Job 41,8 7 27  7983   

1036 Job 41,9 6 29  7989   

1037 Job 41,10 6 28  7995   

1038 Job 41,11 6 29  8001   
1039 Job 41,12 6 26  8007   

1040 Job 41,13 6 24  8013   

1041 Job 41,14 6 26  8019   

1042 Job 41,15 7 26  8026   

1043 Job 41,16 7 27  8033/108 []  

1044 Job 41,17 5 25  8038  §24 No weapon can ever make him flee 
1045 Job 41,18 7 28  8045   

1046 Job 41,19 6 25  8051   

1047 Job 41,20 9 31  8060   

1048 Job 41,21 6    52 (2x26) 26  8066  The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 52 words. 
1049 Job 41,22 7 27  8073   

1050 Job 41,23 6 26  8079   

1051 Job 41,24 6 26  8085/52   

1052                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Job 41,25 7+ 22  8092  §25 The incomparability of the crocodile  

1053 Job 41,26 10/17 27  8102/17 S The paragraph is in its entirety highlighted by 17 words. 

26 Section 5 177 695  177   

129 Scene 6:38-41 903 3506 4x 903   
1018 Scenes 2-6 7548 (444x17) 29760 15x 7548 (444x17)  This means that Chapters 3-41 are sealed by 7548 words.  
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 Observation 7  95 of the 129 verses (74%) and 673 of the 903 words (74%) are highlighted by 17 and 26.  

Sections 4+5 (40,6-41,26), which belong closely together, begin with 26+34 words and are concluded by 52+17. 

In Scene 6, the multiples of 17 and 26 are self-evident (Column 8). 

The fact that Scenes 2-6 (3,1-41,26) are finalized and sealed as a distinct literary entity by 7548 (444x17) words 
underscores my argument that 42,1-6 does not belong to Chapter 41 but to 42, in line with the chapter arrangement. 

 

Scene 7:  42,1-17  Job’s repentance and his restoration 

Vs. Text Words Lett.    Sum w. S/P                     Structural Design 

1054 Job 42,1 5 19 25 8107  §1 Job has spoken about things beyond understanding 
1055 Job 42,2 8 26  8115   

1056 Job 42,3 14 49  8129  42,4-6  The fact that this passage has 19 words, which  

1057 Job 42,4 6  27  8135  signifies Job’s signature, means that Job endorses YHWH’s 

1058 Job 42,5 6    19 25  8141  words. Does this cut the Gordian knot of the riddle?  

1059 Job 42,6 7           170 23  8148/46 P See page 5 and the table with Job’s utterances. 

1060 Job 42,7 26              26 97 26-27 8174  §2 YHWH’s judgement on the three friends 
1061 Job 42,8 33 131  8207  42,7  YHWH accuses Job’s three friends: 26 words. 

1062 Job 42,9 17              17 73 28-29 8224/76 [] 42,9  They do what YHWH has told them: 17 words. 

1063 Job 42,10 15 56 30-31 8239  §3 YHWH restores Job; his friends console him 
1064 Job 42,11 33 124 32 8272/48 S 42,1-11 (§1-3) sealed by 46+76+48=170 words. 

1065 Job 42,12 20          20+ 79 33 8292  §4 Extra blessings for Job in his latter days 
1066 Job 42,13 6              6/26 24  8298  42,12-13   Concrete blessings for Job: 26 words. 

1067 Job 42,14 11   51 (3x17) 46  8309  The paragraph is highlighted by 51 (3x17) words. 

1068 Job 42,15 14 56  8323/51 S 42,1-15 (§1-4) is finalized and sealed by 221 (13x17) words. 

1069 Job 42,16 15 57  8338  §5 Job’s obituary and his life span 
1070 Job 42,17 5 19  8343/20 Col. 42,10-17 (§3-5) Job’s restoration and obituary: 119 words. 

17 Scene 7 241 931 9x 241  Scene 7 is sealed by 17 verses. 

1070 Book of Job 8343  31862 33x 8343   

Observation 8  In Scene 7 15 of the 17 verses (88%) and 221 of the 241 words (92%) are highlighted by 17 and 26. 
The great number of divine name numbers 17 and 26 and their multiples in Column 8 are self-evident. 

II. Words spoken by the Adversary, the messengers, Job’s wife, and an angel 

 No.   Text  Speaker/Addressee Introduction      Speech      Total 
1 1,7b The Adversary > YHWH 5 4 9 

2 1,9-11 The Adversary > YHWH 5 34 (2x17) 39 

3 2,2b The Adversary > YHWH 5 4 9     85 (5x17) 

4 2,4-5 The Adversary > YHWH 5 23 28 

5 2,9 Job’s wife 3 6 9 

6 1,14-15 First Messenger 5 21 26 

7 1,16 Second Messenger 6   26 15+ 21 

8 1,17 Third Messenger 6 19/34 (2x17) 25 

9 1,18-19 Fourth Messenger 6 28 34 (2x17) 

10 33,24 An Angel > Mankind 2 5 7 
1-4+10  Divine Beings 22 70 90 

5-9  Human Beings 26 89 115 

Total   48 159  207 

Observation 9 The divine name numbers 17 and 26 and their multiples are self-evident.  
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III. Words attributed to Job in the book of Job 

No.   Text        Addressees Introduction   Discourse      Total 
1 1,5a None: Contemplation        1 v. 3 6 9 

2 1,21 His family                             1 v. 1 15 16 

3 2,10 His wife                                1 v. 2 14 16 

4 3,1-26 Three friends   26 verses 12 192 204 (12x17) 

5 6,1-30 Eliphaz      3 217 220 

6 7,1-21 Eliphaz    51 (3x17) verses 0 172 172   

7 9,1-35 Bildad 3 256+ 259 

8 10,1-22 Bildad 0 169/425 (25x17) 169 

9 12,1-25   Zophar 3 180 183 

10 13,1-28   Zophar    170 verses 0 203 203   1275 (75x17) 

11 14,1-22   Zophar 0 177 177 

12 16,1-22 Eliphaz 3 169 172 

13 17,1-16 Eliphaz 0 112 112 

14 19,1-29 Bildad   29 verses 3 210 213 
15 21,1-34 Zophar  34 (2x17) verses 3 237 240 

16 23,1-17 Eliphaz  17 verses 3 115 213 

17 24,1-25 Eliphaz  25 verses 0 203 203 

18 26,1-14 Bildad   14 verses 3 97 100 

19 27,1-23 Three friends  23 verses 5 164 169 

20 28,1-28 Three friends  28 verses 0 207 207 

21 29,1-25 Discourse: his past         25 vs 5 164 169 

22 30,1-31   Discourse: the present 31 vs 0 227 227   703 (37x19) 

23 31,1-40a Discourse: his future     40 vs 0 307 307 

24 40,3-5   YHWH                                3 vs 5 15 20 

25 42,1-3 YHWH                                3 vs 5 22 27 

26 42,5-6 YHWH                                2 vs 0 13 19 

        Altogether 524 verses 62 3863 3925 

Observation 10  In Discourse 4 (3,1-26) altogether 204 (12x17) words are devoted to it. 
In Discourses 7-8 (9-10) Job speaks 256+169=425 (25x17) words to Bildad. 
In Discourses 7-13 (9-17) altogether 170  verses and 1275 (75x17) words are devoted to them. 
In Discourse 26 I regard 42,5-6 as the words YHWH calls on Job to declare. So the 13 words are his. 
In Discourses 21-23 (29,1-31,40a), 703 (37x19) words are devoted to Job’s last discourses. Note that 19 represents 
his signature;  see also pages 8, 17, 23, and 31.  

IV. Words uttered by YHWH in the book of Job* 

No.   Text  Speaker/Addressee Introduction Divine Speech      Total 

1   1,7a    YHWH> The Adversary 4 2 6 

2   1,8    YHWH> The Adversary 4 16+ 20+ 

3   1,12    YHWH> The Adversary 4 10/26 14/34 (2x17) 

4   2,2a    YHWH> The Adversary 4 3+      7+ 

5   2,3    YHWH> The Adversary 4 23/26 27/34 (2x17)   

6   2,6    YHWH> The Adversary 4 6 10                    

7   28,28     YHWH> Humans 2 8 10 

8   37,6   YHWH> Snow & Rain 4 3 7 

9   38,1-41 YHWH> Job 7 292 299 

10 39,1-30 YHWH> Job 0   213 213 

11 40,1-2 YHWH> Job 5 7 12 

12   40,6-32 YHWH> Job 7 176 183 

13 41,1-26 YHWH> Job 0 177 177 
14 42,4-6 YHWH> Job 0 19  19+ 

15   42,7-8   YHWH> Job’s friends 14 45 59/78 (3x26) 

15 Job 1-42  63 1000 1063 
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*In 33,24 there is an utterance by an angel: 2+5=7, which cannot be regarded as a divine speech in the normal sense of ‘divine’ as 
pertaining to YHWH himself; it falls into the category described above in Table II. 

Observation 11  The conspicuous multiples of 26 and 17 in Columns 4, 5, and 6 are self-evident.  
YHWH speaks altogether 1000 words Column 5). 

The 19 words spoken by YHWH in DS 14 (19 is Job’s signature), is to signify that Job endorses YHWH’s call on 
him in 42,4-6 to repent.  

Observation 12  After the completion of my manuscript, when Klaas Eikelenboom gave it a final check, he 
discovered that YHWH speaks altogether 910 (35x26) words in 38-42, that is to say, if we attribute the 19 
words in 42,4-6 not to YHWH but to Job in line with the generally accepted view that the entire passage 42,2-6 
should be ascribed to Job. Consequently, if this significant number of words would be regarded as consciously 
designed by the author/redactor, I would presumably be expected to recant in dust and ashes everything I 
have written about 42,4-6. Quite the contrary, I maintain my view on 42,4-6 and accept the situation as a 
scholarly dilemma.  

V. Words spoken to Job by Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu 

No.   Text  Speaker Introduction       Discourse       Total 
1 4,1-21 Eliphaz 4 145 149 

2 5,1-27 Eliphaz 0 205 205 

3 8,1-22 Bildad 4 162 166 

4 11,1-20 Zophar 4 144 148 

5 15,1-35 Eliphaz 4 257 261 
6 18,1-21 Bildad 4 139 143 

7 20,1-29 Zophar 4 204 (12x17) 208  (8x26) 

8 22,1-30 Eliphaz 4 206 210 

9 25,1-6 Bildad 4 39 43 

10 32,6-22 Elihu 6 133 139 

11 33,1-33 Elihu 0 246 246 

12 34,1-37 Elihu 3 294 297 

13 35,1-16 Elihu 3 113 116 

14 36,1-33 Elihu 3 237 240 

15 37,1-24 Elihu 0 188 188 

1,2,5,8  Eliphaz (4) 12 813 825 

3,6,9  Bildad (3) 12 340 (20x17) 352 

4 and 7  Zophar (2) 8 348 356 

10-15  Elihu (6) 15 1211 1226 

Observation 12  Bildad’s three discourses have altogether 340 words (162+139+39). Zophar’s second 
discourse stands out in two ways: 204 (12x17) words in Column 5 and 208 (8x26) in Column 6.  

I owe thanks to Klaas Eikelenboom for his constructive suggestions and for checking my text. 

 

For the Hebrew text in which the speeches are marked, see below. 
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Job 1    

                       
          

                 
           

        
           

            
                   

1  1,5a  3+6=9                                
         

                      
1  1,7a   4+2=6                                                         

             
2  1,8   4+16=20                          

                   
                

8+26=34  (2x17)                            
         

                 
3  1,12   4+10=14                                                                      

          
        

                    
                  

            
         

         
               

         
         

              
              

          
                

           
              

         
                    

2  1,21  1+15=16                                              
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Job 2    

              
             

4  2,2a   4+3=7                                                
8+26=34  (2x17)                              

5  2,3   4+23=27                                                                  
            

            
            

       
           

                  
                                                    6  2,6   4+6=10                                                                    

The next divine utterance is in 28,28                    
                    

             
             

3  2,10a  2+14=16                                                    
            

           
                   

               
                  

             
                 

The  in MT after 3,1 is to be positioned here             

Job 3    

This  is out of place, unless it does not have a   []             
 demarcating function, but only serves to draw attention to Job’s first words.               

4  3,1-26  12+192=204 (4x26)                    
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Job 4    

Eliphaz                                               
              

           
           

               
          

             
            

            
             

            
           

            
           

           
         

         
            

             
           

    
            

           
Job 5    

Eliphaz                                   
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Job 6    

5  6,1-30  3+217=220                                                                              
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Job 7    

6  7,1-21  0+172=172                           
           

             
                 

              
            

             
            

           
              

               
           

             
          

          
              

              
          

           
            

    
           

           
Job 8    

Bildad                                             
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Job 9    

7  9,1-35  3+256=259                                                                        
            

            
             

            
           

          ]1
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Job 10    

8 10,1-22  0+169=169                                
             

                     
          

             
          

           
              

           
            

               
           

             
            

                 
              

               
            

            
               

             
                     

Job 11    

Zophar                                                
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Job 12    

9  12,1-25  3+180=183                                                                            
          

                     
               

           
               

      
               

             
             

            
           

           
            

               
              

           
             

             
            

          
            

           
               

             
           

Job 13    

10  13,1-28  0+203=203                                  
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         ]3 
         

              
               

           
Job 14    

11  14,1-22  0+177=177                                               
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Job 15    

Eliphaz                                                
           

              
           

           
            

             
          

           
             

            
        

           
             

            
             

          
             

           
              

           
               

              
             

              
              

               
             

     
              

                
              

           
            

            
              

 
Job 16    

12  16,1-22 3+169=172                                                         
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Job 17    

13   17,1-16  0+112=112                                    
            

            
            

            
            

            
          

            
                   

           
          

             
             

             
             

Job 18    

Bildad                                               
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Job 19    

14  19,1-29  3+210=213                                                        
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Job 20    

Zophar                                                
            

             
           

           
             

             
             

             
             

               
           

            
             

            
           

            
                

             
             

            
              

                  
         

               
                 

            
              

             

Job 21    

15  21,1-34   3+237=240                              
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Job 22    

Eliphaz                                                
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Job 23    

16  23,1-17  3+210=213                                           
           

              
           

           
            

             
             

             
           

            
               

               
           

            
         

            
Job 24    

17 24,1-25  0+203=203                    
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Job 25    

Bildad                                               
           

             
           

               
             

 
Job 26    

18  26,1-14  3+97=100                                                       
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Job 27    

19  27,1-23   5+164=169                                    
           

            
             

                   
            

          
              

             
           

            
            

              
                

            
              

           
          

               
             

          
           

              
Job 28    

20  28,1-28  0+207=207                                       
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7  28,28    2+8=10  cited by Job. Next citation in 37,6.             
              

Job 29    

21  29,1-25  5+164=169                                              
            

         
               

         
               

            
             

           
           

             
             

             
              

             
               

            
             

            
            

         
             

          
              

             
      

Job 30    

22  30,1-31  0+227=227                                  
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Job 31    

23  31,1-40  0+310=310                                     
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Job 32    
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Job 33    

             
           

          
          

          
             

             
          

              
             

           
            

             
            

                
            

           
          

              
             

              
          

            
     

An angel: 33,24  2+5=7                        
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Job 34    

       
           

      ]3    
          

             
           

            
           

             
  ]3     
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Job 35    

      
         

           
          

             
            

         
         

             
              

           
            

           
                

              
                

Job 36    

        
            

           
          

            
         

                      
           

             
              

                 
               

              ]1 
         

            
       

         
         

            
          

           
 ]3           
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Job 37    

         
            

           
           

       
             

8  37,6  4+3=7                              
           

           
          

            
          

           
          

           
             

            
           

        
           

         
               

               
          

                
             

Job 38    

  9  38,1-41   7+292=299                    
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 ]7           

             
           

           
             

          
          

                
            

            
         

            
          

           
          

           
             

              
            

             
           

          
             

             
               

          
             

             
                   

Job 39    

10  39,1-30   0+213=213                   
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Job 40    

11  40,1-2  5+7=12                                                               
                

24  40,3-5  5+15=20                                                            
              

                 
12  40,6-32  7+176=183                     
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Job 41    

                        13  41,1-26  0+177=177                              
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Job 42    

25  42,1-3  5+22=27                                                                                  
               

               
       

14  42,4-6  0+19=19                           
26  42,5  0+13=13 (preformulated declaration)               

              
             

15  42,7-8  14+45=59                                            
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