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The Numerical Features of the Book of Deuteronomy (Revised) 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 

Please read the General Introduction 

The results of the present quantitative structural analysis (QSA) of Deuteronomy on the basis of the 
Masoretic text in Codex Leningrad will be presented in the same way as in my analysis of Exodus.  
I shall first give the reader a bird’s-eye view of the numerical features of the various parts of the book in 
terms of the word- and letter-count, the divine speeches, and the occurrences of the name YHWH.  

The incidents of the divine name numbers 17 and 26 will be registered with due regard for their structuring 
function and their use as a device to highlight a specific verse or verses and to seal certain passages. Here is a 
review of the occurrences of these two numbers and their multitudes in percentages in the seven main parts: 

 Part I: 1,1-3,29     85% of the verses and 85% of the words 
 Part II:4,1-49     70% of the verses and 64% of the words  
 Part III: 5,1-11,32     72% of the verses and 80% of the words 
 Part IV: 12,1-26,19   94% o the verses and 79% of the words 
 Part V: 27,1-28,69    81% of the verses and 83% of the words 
 Part VI: 29,1-30,20   98% of the verses and 98% of the words 
 Part VII: 31,1-34,12  84% of the verses and 84% of the words 

 Parts I-VII together  83% of the verses and 81% of the words 

I shall briefly describe the contents of such passages in the last column of the tables. The Hebrew text will 
be displayed with special attention for God’s name, his speeches, and Moses’ discourse.  

The QSA has brought to light that the author of Deuteronomy used the same compositional techniques as 
those we encountered in Genesis-Numbers, and more particularly in Exodus. This is not surprising because  
the Exodus is in fact the literary prototype of Deuteronomy, which is an actualizing rewrite of the Exodus 
material. Therefore, it is neither surprising nor a matter of coincidence to find the following:  

Exodus begins (1,1-7) with 51 (3x17) words and ends (40,34-38) with 26 + 34 (2x17) words;  
Deuteronomy begins (1,1-5) with 78 (3x26) words and ends (34,11-12) with 34 (2x17) + 26. 

The author of Deuteronomy also copied the heptad structured general framework of Exodus with the 
covenant stipulations at the centre, exactly as in Exodus which has the Book of the Covenant at the centre: 

   Part I   1,1-5 Prologue    Time and place of Moses’ discourse         5 verses and 79 words 
                  1,6-3,29      Moses’ opening discourse (looking backwards)     107  
      Part II    4,1-49        Opening prophetic peroration         49   156 (6x26) verses 
         Part III     5,1-11,32               Moses expounds the Horeb covenant     187 (11x17) verses 

            Part IV     12,1-26,19           Moses promulgates the covenant stipulations   345 verses      255 words   

         Part V     27,1-28,69             Moses expounds the Moab covenant        95 verses                                (15x17) 

      Part VI     29,1-30,20             Concluding prophetic peroration        48 verses      17 verses 
                     31,1-33,29      Moses’ concluding discourse (looking forward)    111 verses 
   Part VII  34,1-12 Epilogue  Moses’ death and his necrology       12 verses and 176 words 

The Prologue and Epilogue surrounding Moses’ discourse with their 17 verses and 255 (15x17) words 
(79+176 = 255) are a textbook example of the use of numerical artistry to symbolize YHWH’s presence 
through his name, which envelops the main body of the book. 

For two commentaries taking the numerical aspects of the book seriously, see my Deuteronomium (POT) 1987-1997, and 
Duane L. Christensen’s commentary in the Word Biblical Commentary, Nashville, Vol 6a: Deuteronomy 1:1-21,9 (2

nd
 Ed.) 

2001, Vol 6b: Deuteronomy 21:10-34:12, 2002.  
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 The author also used the Menorah pattern to shape the 7 speeches by Moses in which he addresses ‘all 
Israel’, excluding 32,1-43 (the Song) where he speaks ‘in the hearing of the whole assembly of Israel’: 

I     1,1-4,40                

 II    5,1-26,19               

  III   27,9-10 + 28,1-68                     

   IV   29,1-30,20              

  V    31,2-6                          

 VI   31,7-8                    

VII  32,45-47                       

The third speech is in two parts which belong inextricably together, because in the speech in between 
(27,12-26) Moses commands the people. Therefore, the address directed to all Israel continues in 28,1f 
which has no introductory formula. The key-term occurs 14x (7x in 1,1; 5,1; 11,6; 13,12; 18,6; 21,21; 27,9 
and 7x in 29,1; 31,1.7.11a.11b; 32,45; 34,12), notably functioning as an inclusion in the first and last verses! 

It has proved to be very difficult to determine the compositional structure of Part I, 1,1-3,29 due to the lack 
of the Petuchahs and Setumahs, of which there are only six. One Setumah, after 2,30, does not have a 
demarcating function; it only serves to draw attention to what follows. The others, after 2,1, 2,8a, 2,16, 
3,22, and 3,29 have a clear demarcating function. 

Part I   1,1-3,29  The Prologue and Moses’Opening Discourse 

In my commentary I opted for a decade structure of the general framework of Part I (as in Part II, Chapter 4), 
but I now realize that we have to do with a Menorah structure. More precisely, there are two main passages, 
1,6-2,8a and 2,8b-3,29, with 7 sections each. This means that we have to take the remarkable Setumah 
within 2,8 seriously, as I already did in my commentary. It marks the most crucial turning point in the story: 
the journey of the Israelites in the direction of the Amorite land to confront and battle with the two Amorite 
kings Sihon and Og. At the same time it denotes the end of the Wilderness period and the beginning of the 
conquest of the land East of the Jordan. Respect for the Setumah is therefore of paramount importance. 

Section 1    1,6-8       YHWH’s command to set off for the journey to the Promised Land    54 words 
 Section 2    1,9-18     Moses takes measures to share his responsibilities with other leaders  124  
  Section 3    1,19-25  The first stage of the journey and the exploration of the land   114  238 (14x17) 

I        Section 4    1,26-33  The people refuse to continue the journey; Moses encourages them  106 
  Section 5    1,34-40   YHWH decides  who may enter the promised land and who may not    95  
 Section 6    1,41-2,1  The failed attempt to conquer the land and the stay at Mount Se’ir    98   286 (11x26) 
Section 7    2,2-8a      YHWH orders the people to turn northward and leave the land of Esau S  93 

Section 8    2,8b-16   They turn northward and cross the Zered: 38 years has passed              S  123  
 Section 9    2,17-25   YHWH speaks about the giving of land and orders the conquest of Sihon  125 
  Section 10  2,26-37   The battle against Sihon and the dispossession of his land   175   884 (34x26) 

II       Section 11  3,1-10      The battle against Og and the dispossession of his land   149            
  Section 12  3,11-17   The occupation of the land taken from Sihon and Og    119  (7x17) 
 Section 13  3,18-22      Moses summons all Israel and Joshua to conquer the land in Cisjordan    94 
Section 14  3,23-29     YHWH does not allow Moses to enter the land, but Joshua may do so    99 

The most distinct feature of Deuteronomy is that it is designed as a mammoth discourse by Moses, YHWH’s 
spokesman and the mediator between YHWH and his people. In order to illustrate that Moses’ words are 
authorized by YHWH, the editor has surrounded the main body of the book (1,6-33,29) by 17 verses and 
255 (15x17) words which symbolize YHWH’s presence: 5 verses and 79 words in the Prologue (1,1-5) and 12 
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verses and 176 words in the Epilogue (34,1-12). This delimitation is strongly reinforced by another 
demarcating and sealing device, namely the furnishing of a text with a number of words that is a multiple of 
17 or 26: From 1,1-33,29 the book of Deuteronomy was finalized and sealed by 14118 words (543x26) 
before the Epilogue (34,1-12) was appended. 
The 30 divine speeches divide the book into 3 main parts of 10 speeches each, running as a unifying red 
thread through the section in question. Moreover, it symbolizes YHWH’s presence throughout the book.   
 Part I    1,1-3,29 Governed by 10 divine speeches with 463 words 
 Part II   4,1-26,19 Governed by 10 divine speeches with 415 words        1343 (79x17) 
 Part III  27,1-34,12 Governed by 10 divine speeches with 465 words 

The explicit use of the number 10 in Deuteronomy can be explained as derived from the ‘Ten Words’ (10,4). 
In the Book of Exodus, however, the use of 10 stems from the 10 plagues. 

At the time the Blessing was incorporated into the book, the word  , ‘destroy!’ (33,27b), increased the total 

number of words spoken by YHWH in the book from 1342 to 1343 (79x17). For a discussion of the last stages of the 
redactional process, see my commentary, Vol III, 337-360, and my analysis of Deut. 31-34. 

In terms of the categories ‘Introduction’, ‘Divine Speech’, and ‘Total’ we get the following intriguing picture: 

 1-3 31   463   494 (19x26) 
 4-26 27  415   442 (17x26) 
 27-34 26*  465   491 

 1-34 84* 1343 (79x17)               1427*  

* In 33,27 LXX and 4QDeut
q
 have       , ‘and YHWH said ‘Destroy!’, instead of MT’s     . This results in 85 

(5x17) words in the Introductions and a total of 1428 (84x17). Despite this I consider it unacceptable, because it would disturb the 
significant number of 1820 (70x26) instances of the Name in the Torah as well as the 14118 sealed words (543x26) in 1,1-33,29.  

Part I  1,1-3,29  The Prologue and Moses’ First Discourse 
In Columns 1-3 and 7, the verses highlighted by 17 and 26 and their multiples are in bold face. It may be that 
some of the multiples are due to coincidence. Who  can tell chance from conscious design? In Column 2, the 

Divine Speeches are numbered as 1-10. For an overview, see the table at the end of the file. 

Vs Text Words Letters  Sum-W Compostional Structure 

1  1,1 22+ 81  22 The place where Moses speaks: in the Arabah beyond the 
2  1,2 10+ 31  32 Jordan, in the 40th year after the exodus 

3  1,3 19=51+ 69 1 51 Vs. 1-3  The exact spot: 51 (3x17) words 51=25a+26b.                                        

4  1,4 17=68 67  68 Vs. 1-4 The exact spot and point in time: 68 (4x17) words 68=34a+34b.           

5  1,5 11 43  79=78+1 Vs. 1-5 The Prologue: 78 (3x26)+    = 79 words.  See Observation 1. 

6  1,6     1 11+ 40 2 90 §1 YHWH orders the Israelites to take their journey 
7  1,7 23=34 (2x17) 90  113 1,6-7  They have tarried long enough at Horeb: 34 (2x17) words. 

8  1,8 20 85 3 133/54  

9  1,9 10 36  143 §2 Moses’ first measure: the sharing of responsibilities 

10  1,10 9 41 4 152  

11  1,11 13 52 5 165  

12  1,12 6 28  171  

13  1,13 9+ 48  180 1,13-14 Moses asks the Israelites to appoint tribal officials; the people 

14  1,14 8=17 33  188 agree and comply with his request: 17 words. 
15  1,15 21 95  209  

16  1,16 17 65  226 1,16  Moses’ charge to the judges to judge righteously: 17 words. 

17  1,17 22 91  248  

18  1,18 9 34  257/124  
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19  1,19 23+ 88 6 280 §3 Looking back at the journey through the Wilderness 

20  1,20 11=34 40 7 291 1,19-20  The journey from Horeb to the Amorite land: 34 words. 
21  1,21 19 65 8-9 310  

22  1,22 24 97  334  

23  1,23 11 43  345 1,24-25  The spies sent out to reconnoitre the hill-country report that it  

24  1,24 9+ 37  354 is a good land: 9+17=26 words.  

25  1,25 17=26 73 10 371/114 1,9-25 §2-3  Rounded off and sealed by 238 (14x17) words.   

 26  1,26 8 31 11 379 §4 Moses encourages the murmering people: YHWH is with you 

27  1,27 14 71 12 393  

28  1,28 21 82  414 The term ‘good land’ occurs 10x in Deuteronomy: 1,25.35;  
29  1,29 7 28  421 3,25; 4,21.22; 6,18; 8,7.10; 9,6; 11,17. See especially 8,7-10! 

30  1,30 13+ 56 13 434  

31  1,31 21/34 (2x17) 75 14 455 1,30-31  The Israelites  must realize that YHWH goes at their head and  

32  1,32 6 30 15 461 will fight for them: 34 (2x17) words. 

33  1,33 16 66  477/106  

34  1,34 8 34 16 485 §5 YHWH’s decision about who will enter the Promised Land  
35  1,35   2 15+ 59  500 YHWH’s decision that the murmuring people shall not enter the good 

36  1,36 19=34 (2x17) 65 17 519 land, only Caleb and his descendants, as well as Joshua, who will put the 
37  1,37   3 11+ 35 18 530 Israelites in possession of the land. Moses himself shall not enter the  

38  1,38 15=26 52  545 land: 34 + 26 words. 
39  1,39 19 73  564  

40  1,40 8 28  572/95 Vs 34-40  For the structure of this passage see Observation 4 below. 

41  1,41 21 94 19-20 593 §6 The abortive expedition into the hill-country 

42  1,42   4 16 63 21 609  

43  1,43 11 45 22 620 1,34-45  YHWH is angered by the Israelites (see especially vs. 34 and  

44  1,44 16 73  636 45 which function as an inclusion!): 170 (10x17) words. 

45  1,45 11+ 46 23-24 647  

46  1,46 7+ 30  654 1,45-2,1  The Israelites return to Kadesh and weep: YHWH gives them 

47  2,1 16=34 (2x17) 56 25 670/98     S no ear and they remain there many days: 34 (2x17) words. 

48  2,2    5 4 16 26 674 §7 The journey through the territory of the descendants of Esau 

49  2,3 9 25  683  

50  2,4 16 66  699  

51  2,5 19 57  718  

52  2,6 11 46  729 This S marks a crucial turning point in the march of the Israelites! 

53  2,7 22+ 78 27-28 751 2,7-8a  YHWH has been with them them and they leave Seir: 34 words. 

54a  2,8a 12/34 (2x17) 53        763/93     S 1,34-2,8a §§5-7  Rounded off and sealed by 286 (11x26) words. 

54b 2,8b 5 20  768 §8 Thee Israelites turn northward to go towards Moab. 
55  2,9     6 24 76 29 792 For the Setumah within verse 8, see Observation 5. 

56  2,10 9+ 34  801  

57  2,11 9+ 39  810 2,10-12 Ethnographic information about the original inhabitants of the 

58  2,12 20=38 90 30 830 land of Moab (38 words). See Observation 6. 

59  2,13 11 35  841  

60  2,14 26 97 31 867 2,14  After 38 years the old generation had passed away: 26 words. 

61  2,15 10 33 32 877 For the structural use of the number 38, see Observation 7. 

62  2,16 9 34  886/123    S 2,16  Moses emphasizes that all those fighters have perished: 34 letters.  

63  2,17   7 4+ 16 33 890 §9 Then YHWH tells the Israelites to cross the border between Moab 

64  2,18 8+ 24  898 and Ammon: they must not molest the Ammonites. 

65  2,19 22=34 (2x17) 72  920 YHWH will not give their land to the Israelites: 34 (2x17) words. 
 66  2,20 13+ 54  933  
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67  2,21 11+ 50 34 944 2,20-23 Ethnographic information about the original inhabitants of the 
68  2,22 17+ 69  961 Ammonite land. Altogether 52 (2x26) words. See Observation 6. 

69  2,23 11=52 56  972  

70  2,24 21+ 75  993 2,24-25  YHWH orders the Israelites to engage in battle with Sihon 

71  2,25 18=39 69  1011/125 the king of the Amortites: it anticipates the Canaan battle: 39 words. 

72  2,26 11 48  1022 §10 The confrontation with King Sihon of Heshbon 

73  2,27 9 37  1031  

74  2,28 12+ 50  1043 2,28-29  Moses asks permission to grant the Israelites passage as the  

75  2,29 22=34 (2x17) 84 35 1065 Sons of Esau and the Moabites have done: 34 (2x17) words.  

76  2,30 21 75 36 1086     S The function of this S is to draw attention to YHWH’s 8th speech (2,31) 

77  2,31   8 16 55 37 1102 dealing with the beginning of the conquest and occupation of the land! 

78  2,32 8 34  1110 The number of letters in 2,32  are conspicuous. 

79  2,33 11 42 38 1121  
80  2,34 16 57  1137  

81  2,35 8 32  1145  

82  2,36 23 85 39 1168  

83  2,37 18 56 40 1186/175  

84  3,1 14+ 56  1200 §11 The conquest of the land of King Og 

85  3,2    9 25+ 90 41 1225 3,1-6  The conquest of King Og, like the conquest of Sihon, is a prelude 

86  3,3 18+ 63 42 1243 to the conquest of the Canaanites.  

87  3,4 21/78 (3x26) 72  1264 Altogether 104 (4x26) words which are divided into 78 (3x26) in 3,1-4 

88  3,5 13+ 51  1277 and 26 in 3,5-6. 

89  3,6 13=26 52  1290/104 The number of letters in vs. 5, 6, and 10 are conspicuous. 

90  3,7 6 25  1296  
91  3,8 17+ 61  1313 3,8  The occupation of the Amorite land beyond the Jordan: 17 words.. 

92  3,9 8+ 38  1321 3,8-10  39 words =  26a+13b which is the YHWH ‘èchad formula. 

93  3,10 14/39 52  1335/149 2,8b-32,10 §§8-11 Rounded of and sealed by 572 (22x26) words. 

94  3,11 25+ 90  1360 §12 Information about King Og and the allocation of his land 

95  3,12 18+ 72  1378 3,11-17  Altogether 119 (7x17) words: 85 (5x17) + 34 (2x17). 

96  3,13 19+ 73  1397 The allocation of land to the two Israelite tribes beyond the Jordan, 

97  3,14 23=85 78  1420 from Mount Hermon to the Dead Sea, functions as a prelude to the 

98  3,15 4+ 17  1424 allocation of land in Canaan to the other tribes. 
99  3,16 17+ 66  1441  

100  3,17 13=34 (2x17) 54  1454/119 The number of letters in vs. 14 and 15 are conspicuous. 

101  3,18 22 86 43 1476 §13 YHWH’s orders concerning the Transjordan Land 

102  3,19 14 54  1490  

103  3,20 24 89 44-45 1514  

104  3,21 26+ 100 46-47 1540 Moses encouraged Joshua to be confident that the land of 

105  3,22 8=34 (2x17) 31 48 1548/94    S the Canaanites will also be given to the Israelites: 34 (2x17) words. 

106  3,23 6 23 49 1554 §14 Moses’request to enter the land is not granted 

107  3,24 21+ 83 50 1575 3,24-25  Moses praises YHWH and beggs him to let him cross over and  

108  3,25 13=34 (2x17) 52  1588 see the good land beyond the Jordan: 34 (2x17) words.  

109  3,26 10 19 65 51-52 1607 Until this point the 51st and 52nd instance of the Name. 

110  3,27 17 67  1624 3,27  YHWH orders Moses to view the land he will not enter: 17 words. 

111  3,28 18 67  1642  

112  3,29 5 18  1647/99    P 3,11-29, §§12-14  Rounded off and sealed by 312 words (12x26).   
112 1,1-3,29 1647 6348 52x 1647 Part I as a whole, 1-3, is sealed by a string of 52 instances of the Name. 

Observation 1 It is intriguing to see how the number of words in the Prologue (1,1-5) is gradually 

increased from 51 (3x17) in vs. 1-3 to 68 (4x17) in vs. 1-4 and to 78 (3x26) in vs. 1-5.  

In my opinion, the 78 (2x39) words were deliberately chosen to signify Moses’ ‘signature’: 39 is the letter 
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value of  his name (13+21+5). The additional word    which introduces his discourse, falls outside the 

Prologue as such. This does not mean that it is redundant, for it is needed to maintain the significant 
number of words devoted to Moses’ speaking and acts from 1,5 to 4,43, namely 2314 (89x26), and for 
instance to uphold  the total number of words in the book from the beginning to the end of the Blessing of 
Moses: 1,1-33,29, which has altogether 14118 (543x26) words.  

Observation 2 In terms of content, Part I is a distinct literary entity in which Moses looks back at the 

events since the Israelites left Horeb until their arrival in the Wilderness beyond the Jordan. From 4,1 
onwards we have to do with a completely new theme: Moses confronts the Israelites with the statutes and 
ordinances of the covenant and their obligation to remember that YHWH had freed them and promised to 
give them a land of their own.  

However, this prophetic peroration is part and parcel of Moses’ first speech (1,6-4,40) which is 
uninterrupted. That is why Part I is not rounded off and sealed on verse or word level by one of the typical 
finalizing and sealing devices by means of the divine name numbers. It is only demarcated by a Petuchah 
after 3,29 and sealed as a distinct literary unit by a string of 10 divine speeches and 52 (2x26) occurrences 
of the name YHWH.  

There are no less than five other strings of 10 key-words and key-phrases. See Observation 10 below.  

In Part II (4,1-49), I shall discuss the relationship between 1-3 and 4. 

Observation 3 The 10 divine speeches in Part I have an ingenious structure in which the crucial 

commands to continue the journey stand out through the phrase “Enough for you!” (1,6; 2,3; and 3,26). 
They constitute the backbone of Part I with the remaining speeches (I-VII) positioned in between in a 3+4 
heptad pattern with the command not to harass Moab (2,9-13) in pride of place at the centre: 

 A 1,6-8          “Enough for you staying at this mountain!” 

   I 1,35-36 “None of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land…” 
     II 1,37b-40 “You also shall not go in there….Joshua shall enter…and the new generation” 
       III 1,42 “Say to them ‘Do not go and fight, for I am not in the midst of you…” 
          B 2,2-6        “Enough for you going about this mountain…” 

       IV 2,9-13 “Do not harass Moab…I have given Ar to the sons of Lot….” 
      V 2,18-25 “This day…you approach the frontier of the sons of Ammon…do not harass them…” 
    VI 2,31 “Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land over to you…occupy his land.” 
   VII 3,2 “Do not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and his land into your hand.” 
 C 3,26-28            “Enough for you! Speak no more to me…” 

For particulars and more information, see my article “Divine Speech in Deuteronomy” in: Norbert Lohfink (Ed.) Das 
Deuteronomium: Entstehung, Gestalt und Botschaft (BETL 68), Leuven 1985, pp. 111-126. 

Observation 4 The 7 verses of 1,34-40 were the very first Menorah pattern I discovered in the book of 

Deuteronomy when I started work on my commentary thirty years ago. The passage deals with YHWH’s  
granting permission to Caleb, Joshua, and the new generation to enter the promised land, and his refusal to 
grant the old generation and Moses that privilege. 
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The 7 verses are structured in a meticulously designed concentric pattern governed by 34 (2x17) and 26: 
 Verse 34  YHWH’s reaction to the Israelites’ words   8     
   Verse 35     Entrance refused to the old generation 15   
     Verse 36       Entrance granted to Caleb                                           34  19    
       Verse 37          Entrance refused to Moses                                          11    34 (15+19) 
     Verse 38       Entrance granted to Joshua 15  26   
   Verse 39    Entrance granted to the new generation                       34  19 

 Verse 40  YHWH’s command to the Israelites   8    

The first and last verses, which are identical in length (8 words) function as an inclusion. The 2nd branch 
and its counterpart the 6th, dealing with the old and the new generation, have together 15+19 = 34 words;  
the 3rd branch and the 5th about the old generation and Caleb have altogether 19+15=34 words. The 2nd 
branch and the centre, dealing with the old generation and Moses, are made up of 15+11 = 26 words; so 
are the 5th branch and the centre, dealing with Joshua and Moses: 11+15=26 words. Verse 37 dealing with 
YHWH’s refusal to grant Moses permission to enter the land occupies centre position (42 + 11 + 42).  

Observation 5 The Setumah within 2,8 is not only remarkable but also most significant, because it has 

an important demarcating function to indicate a crucial turning point in the journey: the turn northward in 
the direction of the Wilderness of Moab in order to start the conquest of the Anmorite land. As shown in 
the table, it divides the text of 2,7-8 into 2,7-8a (34 words) and 2,8b (5 words). Other instances of a 
Setumah within a verse are to be found in 5,21 and 23,8. 

Observation 6  The ethnographic information in 2,10-12 is positioned within YHWH’s 6th speech, of 

which it is an integral part. This is certainly not an editorial note inserted into the divine speech to inform 
the reader about the prehistory of the land of the Amorites, but an ethnographic lecture for the benefit of 
Moses about the historical facts concerning the dispossession of one people by another.  

The lecture serves to exemplify the future conquest of the land by the Israelites. The same holds true for 
the second ethnographic lecture in 2,20-23 positioned within YHWH’s 7th speech. Compare the information 
about the status of Levi and the Levites positioned within Moses’ speech in 10,6-9, and the comments of 
the storyteller right within YHWH’s speeches in Exod. 4,4-5 and 7-9 – see Observation 12 in Exodus Part I. 
The lecture in 2,20-23 is especially highlighted by the fact that it has 52 (2x26) words.  

Observation 7 The use of 38 words of the first ethnographic lecture in 2,10-12 is not a matter of 

coincidence, for the number 38 preludes on the 38 years referred to in 2,14 as the time it took the old 
generation to perish from the camp as YHWH had sworn to them (1,35).  
The passage in question, 2,8b-15, is made up of 114 (3x38) words ingeniously structured as follows:  

 8b-9aα        Narrative in the we-form and introduction to YHWH’s 6th speech   8 words. 
 9aβ-end 9    First part of YHWH’s speech      21 words. 
 10-12           Ethnographic lecture for Moses     38 words. 
 13a              Second part of YHWH’s speech       7 words. 
 13b              Narrative in the we-form: We crossed the brook Zered      4 words. 
 14                Narrative in the we-form:It took 38 years for the men of war to perish 26 words. 
 15                Comment by Moses: YHWH was against them and destroyed them 10 words.  

 Narratives in the we-form              8 + 4 + 26 = 38 words. 
 Ethnographic lecture for Moses      38 words. 
 YHWH’s speech and Moses’comment           21 + 7 + 10 = 38 words. 

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com
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Introduction: the place and time at which Moses’ 
discourses are situated. This is in fact 
the first of many editorial notes.  
1,1-3  51 (3x17) words. 
 
1,1-4  68 (4x17) words. 
 
1,1-5  79 = 78 (3x26) words +  . 

 
 
1,6-8   YHWH: 6 + 48 = 54 words. 

V 6  First of 10 occurrences of the phrase in 1-3: 

1,6.19.20.25.41; 2,29.33.36.37; 3,3. 
 
1,6-7  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
1,9-34  Moses’ Remaining discourse: 351 words. 
 
1,8-11  52 (2x26) words. 
 
1,13-14  17 words. 
 
 
The Israelites: 5 words. 
 
1,16  17 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
1,19-20  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Israelites: 20 words 

 
1,24-25  26 words. 

                                                 52 (2x26) words 

 
The spies:  7 words. 
 
 

The Israelites: 32 words 
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1,34-36  YHWH: 1 + 34 = 35 words. 
1,35-36  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
1,37-40  YHWH: 1 + 47 = 48 words. 
37a  Remaining discourse: 5 words. 
1,37-38  26 words. 
 
 
 
1,41  Remaining discourse: 21 words. 
The Israelites: 18.  Altogether 82 words. 
1,42  YHWH: 3 + 13 = 16 
 
1,43-2,1  Remaining discourse: 61 (27+34) words. 
 
 
 
1,45-2,1  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
 
2,2-6  YHWH: 4 + 55 = 59 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,7-8 Remaining discourse: 39 (34 +S+ 5) words. 
See Observation 5 above. 
 
2,8a-8b  17 words. 
 
2,9-13a  YHWH: 3 + 66 = 69 words. 
Vs 10-12 are made up of 38 words. 
Being positioned within YHWH’s 6th speech, 
It is an integral part of the divine speech. 
See Observation 6 above. 
 
 
2,13b-16  Remaining discourse: 49 (7x7) words. 
 
2,14  26 words. 
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2,17-25  YHWH: 4 + 121 = 125 (34+52+39) words. 

2,18-19  34 (2x17) words. 
 

2,20-23 have 52 (2x26) words. 
This is a second piece of ethnographic 
Information positioned within a divine  
speech. See Observation 6 above. 
 
 
 
 

2,24-25  39 words. 
 
 
 
 
2,26-30  Remaining discourse: 75 words. 
 
 
 
2,28-29  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
 
 
2,31  YHWH: 3 + 13 = 16 words. 
 
2,32-3,1 Remaining discourse: 98 (14x7) words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3,2  YHWH: 3 + 22 = 25 words. 
 
 
 
3,3-26a  Remaining discourse: 370 words. 
 
For its intriguing features, see Observation 8. 
 
3,1-4  78 (3x26) words. 
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3,5-6  26 (13+13) words. 
 
3,8  17 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3,11-14  85 (5x17) words. 
 
 
 
 
3,15-17  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3,21-22  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
3,24-25  34 (2x17) words. 
 
 
 
3,26b-28  YHWH: 3 + 44 = 47 words. 
 

3,27  17 words. 

 

3,29 Remaining discourse: 5 words. 
3,11-29  312 (12x26) words. 
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Observation 8 The following highlighted passages deserve special mention (see the table above): 

1,1-4  68 (4x17):     The historical and geographic setting of Moses’ discourse in the Prologue. 
1,6-15  130 (5x26):   YHWH orders Israel to set off; Moses shares his tasks with other leaders. 
1,34-45   170 (10x17): YHWH decides who may enter the land; the Israelites are defeated in Se’ir. 
2,20-23    52 (2x26):     Earlier examples of the giving of land (YHWH’s ethnographic lecture). 
3,1-6  104 (6x26) = (78+34): The conquest of King Og anticipates the conquest of Canaan. 
3,11-14    85 (5x17):     Land given to Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh.  
3,15-17    34 (2x17):     Land given to Machir, Reuben and Gad.  
3,21-22    34 (2x17):     Moses encourages Joshua to be confident about the conquest of Canaan. 
3,24-25    34 (2x17):     Moses begs YHWH to allow him into the promised land. 
3,27          17:    YHWH orders Moses to go up the Pisgah and view the land he will not set foot on. 
2,8b-3,29 884 (34x26): The fulfilment of the land promise after the crucial turning point in 2,8. 

The Ten Divine Speeches in 1,6-3,29 
Speech Nr and Text Introductions YHWH’s Words Totals 

1     1,6-8 6 48 54 

2     1,34-36 1 34 (2x17) 35 

3     1,37-40 1 47 48 

4     1,42 3 13+ 16 

5     2,2-6 4 55=68 (4x17) 55=5x11 59 
6     2,9-13a 3 66=6x11 69 

7     2,17-25 4 121=11x11 125 

8     2,31 3 13 16 

9     3,2 3 22=2x11 25 

10   3,26b-28 3 44=4x11 47 

       1,6-3,29 31 463 494 (19x26) 

Observation 9 The fact that 494 (19x26) words are devoted to YHWH’s ten speeches shows that special 

care has been taken by the author in constructing the divine speeches in terms of words. For the two other 
series of 10 Divine Speeches, see the QSA of 12-26 and 31-34. 

Observation 10 Particularly conspicuous is the fact that five of the ten speeches are made up of a 

number of words that are a multiple of 11, the number of fulfilment. This is not surprising because the 
context deals with the fulfilment of YHWH’s promise to the patriarchs to give them a land of their own. 
Here is an overview of the incidents of 11 in the passages in Part I dealing with the allocation of land: 

 1,19-22 The Promised Land in sight   77 (7x11) words. 
 2,2-6 YHWH’s speech: land for Esau/Edom   55 (5x11) words. 
 2,7  Moses’ address   22 (2x11) words. 
 2,9-13b YHWH’s speech: land for Lot/Moab   66 (6x11) words. 
 2,2 13b Both divine speeches together (55 + 66)   121 (11x11) words. 
 2,18-25 YHWH’s speech: land for Lot/Ammon   121 (11x11) words. 
 2,16 – 3,29 Total number of words   770 (70x11) words. 
 3,1-7  Narrative: the march to Bashan   110 (10x11) words. 
 3,2  YHWH’s speech: land for Israel   22 (2x11) words. 
 3,18-20 Quotation by Moses   55 (5x11) words. 
 3,23-29 Moses’ request to enter the land   99 (9x11) words. 
 3,26b-28 YHWH’s speech: no entrance for Moses   44 (4x11) words. 

This is the largest accumulation of multiples of the number 11 I ever came across in the OT. 
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Observation 10 The author/editor of Deuteronomy displays a great liking not only for the heptad but 

also for the decade as a structuring device and a means to create a unifying string. In addition to the 
instances already mentioned above, I may mention the following examples in 1,6-3,29: 

10 instances of    ’YHWH our God’: 1,6.19.20.25.41; 2,29.33.36.37; 3,3.  Interesting to note is that 

it occurs in another string of 10 in 4-11:  4,7; 5,2.24.25.27a.27b; 6,4.20.24.25, with the 17th instance in 6,4! 
See Observation 7 in Part III. 

10 instances of    ‘at that time’ in 1-3: 1,9.16.18; 2,34; 3,4.8.12.18.21.23. There are another 5 

instances in 4-10: 4,14; 5,5; 9,20; 10,1.8. 

10 ‘we-sections’: 5 in the story of the journey before the crossing of the Zered: 1,6-8.19; 2,1.8.13b-15 and 
    5 in the story of the battles and conquests: 2,30a.32-36; 3,1.3-17.29. 
10 verbs in the first 5 ‘we-sections’:  

1,19     ’and we set off…’     ‘and went…’    ‘and came to…’’ 

2,1      ‘and turned…’    ‘and set off…’     ‘and went about…’ 

 2,8        ‘and went on…’      ‘and turned…’      ‘and went on…’  

 2,13b      ‘and went over…’  

10 verbs in the second 5 ‘we-sections’:  
 2,33f   ‘and we defeated…’      ‘and captured…’     ‘and destroyed…’  

 3,1         ‘and turned…’      ‘and went up…’  

 3,3-8     ‘and defeated him…’      ‘and captured…’     ‘and destroyed…’     ‘and took…’   

3,29       ‘and remained…’ 

For the number 10 as structuring device, see  J. Carriere, Théorie du politique dans le Deutéronome: Analyse 
des unités, des structures et des concepts de Dt 16,18-18,22 (ÖBS 18; Frankfurt: Lang, 2001). 

For the number 7 as a literary device for giving structure to the text, usually called the Menorah model or 
Siebenergruppierung, see my book Numerical Secrets of the Bible, pp. 26-73, G. Braulik,   „Die Funktion von 
Siebenergruppierungen im Endtext des Deuteronomiums,“ Studien zum Buch Deuteronomium (Stuttgarter 
biblische Aufsatzbände 24; Stuttgart: Kath. Bibelwerk, 1997) pp. 63-79 [originally in FS N. Füglister], G. 
Braulik, “Die sieben Säule der Weisheit im Buch Deuteronmium”, in Auf den Spuren der schriftgelehrten 
Weisen, FS J. Marböck (BZAW 331), Berlin – New York, 2003, pp. 13-43, U. Damen, “Weitere Fälle von 
Siebenergruppierungen im Buch Deuteronomiums”, BN 72 (1994), pp. 5-11, and W. Berg, “Siebenerreihen 
von Verben und Substantiven”, BN 84 (1996), pp. 10-15. 

At the time I am writing this (2015), Trudie Labuschagne is working on her dissertation The Menorah in 
Texts and Images: A study of the Form, Function and Symbolism of the Six-branched Lampstand, in which 
she pays special attention to the literary function of the Menorah: the use of the heptad as ordering 
principle in Old Testament texts. For particulars, see http://www.labuschagne.nl/trudie/menorah.htm and 
read the Summary of her undergraduate thesis. 

For studies on the number 7 itself, see Die Zahl Sieben im Alten Orient / The Number Seven in the Ancient 
Near East, Herausgegeben von Gotthard G.G. Reinhold, mit Beiträge von Viktor Golinets, Birgit Kahler, Carol 
L. Meyers, Peter van der Veen, Udo Worschech, Peter Lang GmbH, Frankfurt am Main, 2008. 
 

Continue to Part II, 4,1-49 
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