Psalm 132— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book V.
e For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the Key to the charts.

Specific features of Psalm 132

e This psalm, by far the longest of the Songs of Ascents, is a masterpiece of numerical

artistry. Its compositional structure is fundamentally determined by the four embedded
speeches: one by David, one by the people of Israel, and two by Yahweh.

e It consists of two cantos, divided on the basis of ‘human speeches’ made up of 51 (3 x

17) words (Canto 1), and ‘divine speeches’ made up of 52 (2 x 26) words (Canto II).
¢ The 3-word meaningful centre is situated at the beginning of the divine speeches, v. 11a,

“YHWH has sworn an oath to David” (129 = 63 + 3 + 63). It is skillfully flanked by 63

words; this number represents the numerical value of 77", ‘your anointed’ (13 + 21 +
10 + 8 + 11 = 63), and is a keyword of paramount importance. It also happens to be the
63" and last word in Canto I. The theme ‘oil’, associated with anointing, is significantly
reiterated in Psalm 133 which witnesses the close connection between the two psalms.

e Being a ‘messianic’ poem, Psalm 132 shares many features with Psalm 89 in terms of

form and content, which suggests either common authorship or mutual dependence.

Strophic structure - Canto/Stanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |
e Van der Lugt: 1-2, 3-5 | 6-7, 8-10 || 11, 12 | 13-14, 15-16, 17-18 (2 cantos, 4 canticles, 9
strophes, 20 verselines with 40 cola).

e Fokkelman: 1-2, 3-5 || 6-7, 8-9 || 10-11b, 11c-12 || 13-14, 15-16, 17-18 (4 stanzas, 9
strophes, 20 verselines with 40 cola).

e Labuschagne: as Van der Lugt.

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words in the introductions; d: words in the four speeches.

e David’'s Speech (vs. 1-2).

e The People’s Speech (vs. 6-10).

e Two Speeches by YHWH (vs. 11c-12 and vs. 14-18).

¢ The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b C d
1 nibuRa MY Heading 2 =2 +
AT TS 1 3 3 3
P9 oy 3 3 3
Total, v. 1 6 =3 +3 =6 + 0
2 ATITD pIWI WY 2 3 3 3
:30p ONb 3 3 3
Total, v. 2 6 =3 + 3 =6_+0
Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-2 12 =6 + 6 =12 + 0

© 2008 Casper J. Labuschagne ps132— rev 05/09/08 10:32 PM Page 1


http://www.labuschagne.nl/aspects.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/intro1.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/intro5.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/keytocharts.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/ps133.pdf

3 David’s Speech A SIRINONTOR 3 4 4 4
vs. 3-5 (22 words) : 218" ©pHy mouNON 5 5 5
Total, v. 3 9 =4 +5 =0 + 9
4 AR N INTOR 4 4 4 4
:7Imn "By’ 2 2 2
Total, v. 4 6 =4 + 2 0O + 6
5 ATITD DIPD REDRTTY 5 4 4 4
1308 PIRS Niazwn 3 3 3
Total, v. 5 7 =4 +3 =0 +7
Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-5 22 =12 +10 = 0 + 22
Canticle .1  Total, v. 1-5 34 =18 + 16 =12 + 22
6 ATDTIERD TRYRYTTIT 6 3 3 3
Vs. 6-10 People’s Speech : 0 ™2 TINEN 3 3 3
(29 words) Total, v. 6 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
Total, v. 2-6 34 =18 +16 = 6 + 28
7 APORIDERD NI 7 2 2 2
1o 075 Mnnw; 3 3 3
Total, v. 7 5 =2 +3 =0 +5
Strophe 3 Total, v. 6-7 11 =5 + =0 + 11
8 AT YT TP 8 3 3 3
STRY 79N TTON 3 3 3
~ Total, v. 8 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
Total, v. 6-8 17 =8 + 9 = 0 + 17
Total, v. 1-8 51 =26 + 25 = 12 + 39
9 PTTWRTIS 9 3 3 3
M TOM 2 2 2
Total, v. 9 5 =3 +2 =0 + 5
10 ATTIY TIT MRYZ 10 3 3 3
IR = 63 SR "B 2WHON 4 4 4
Total, v. 10 7 =3 +4 =0 + 7
Strophe 4  Total, v. 8-10 18 =9 + 9 =0 + 18
Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 6-10 29 =14 +15 = 0 + 29
Canto | Total, v. 1-10 63 =32 + 31 =12 + 51
11 Middle words: 63 +[3 + 63 77 M vawy 11 3 3 3
Meaningful centre mann :W:‘&B glely 4 4 4
YHWH's First Speech (11¢-12) ~7aw2 ™20 12 2 2 2
(19 words) :7278e2h PwN 3 3 3
Middle strophe Strophe 5 Total, v. 11 12 =9 +3 =7 + 5
12 T2 R MYTOR 13 4 4 4
ORI DY 3 3 3
ATYTTIY DTN 14 4 4 4
o PR ol (i) 3 3 3
Strophe 6 Total, v. 12 14 =11 + 3 = 0 + 14
Canticle 1.1 Total, v. 11-12 26 =20 + 6 = 7 + 19
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13 AR3Y YT M2 15 4 4 4

11782 See below Observation 4 :17 2winG N 3 3 3
Total, v. 13 7 =4 + 3 =7 + 0
Total, v. 11-13 33 =24 + 9 =14 + 19
Total, v. 8-13 51 =33 + 18 =14 + 37
14 ATPTTIY MIMTONT 16 4 4 4
YHWH's second Speech  :71"0% "2 JWX D 4 4 4
vs. 14-18 (33 words) Total, v. 14 8 =4 +4 =0 + 8
Strophe 7 Total, v. 13-14 15 =8 + 7 =7 + 8
15 The 6th and 7th instance "8 72 778 17 3 3 3
of the root 7713, ‘to bless’  :OMT? YIWN 17328 3 3 3
in a series of 10 in this corpus Total, v. 15 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
16 il W‘a‘?x oo 18 3 3 3
AT 13 7Tem 3 3 3
Total, v. 16 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6
Strophe 8 Total, v. 15-16 12 =6 + 6 =0 + 12
17 AR IR TRIR DY 19 4 4 4
STPYRG 1 MW 3 3 3
Total, v. 17 7 =4 +3 =0 + 7
Total, v. 13-17 34 =18 +16 = 7 + 27
18 A3 WhaPN TAMN 20 3 3 3
S pe o 3 3 3
Total, v. 18 6 =3 +3 =0 +6
Strophe 9 Total, v. 17-18 13 =7 + 6 =0 +13
Total, v. 14-18 33 =17 +16 = 0 + 33
Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 13-18 40 =21 +19 =7 + 33
Canto Il Total, v. 11-18 66 =41 + 25 =14 + 52
Total, v. 1-18 129 =73 + 56 = 26 +103

With the heading, v. 1-18 131 =75 + 56

Observations

1. The logotechnical centre of the psalm is to be found in v. 11a (129 = 63 + 3 + 63), with
63 words on either side. It falls within the middle strophe, v. 11 (9 =4 + 1 + 4). The
number 63 is significant, because it represents the numerical value of T, ‘your
anointed’ (13 + 21 + 10 + 8 + 11 = 63). Given that the psalm is a messianic poem, it is a

key-word of paramount importance. Psalm 132 shares this feature of the structural
function of a key-word with the great majority of psalms in the Songs of Ascents. It is

interesting to note that 71" happens to be the 63" - and last - word of vs. 1-10.

The 3-word logotechnical centre is undoubtedly the consciously designed meaningful
centre, which is underscored by its being symbolically surrounded by YHWH'’s anointed.
TP MUY
YHWH has sworn an oath to David.

This statement is a terse expression of the gist of the poem: YHWH'’s promise to David.
The pivotal positioning of YHWH’s oath is reminiscent of Psalm 89, where YHWH'’s
promise to David (Ps. 89:25-27) is also situated right in the middle of the psalm. See
Observation 1 in my Analysis of Psalm 89. The two psalms are evidently very similar
both in form and content. However, it is difficult to decide whether they stem from the
same author. Psalm 132 was in any case composed after the fashion of Psalm 89.
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2. The canto division of the psalm is fundamentally determined by the four speeches: one
set of two human speeches and another set of two divine speeches:

Canto | (1-10) Introduction + David's Speech + the Peoples’ Speech 63 w.
Canto Il (11-18) Introduction + YHWH'’s First + YHWH'’s Second Speech 66 w.

Both cantos happen to have 10 verselines and 20 cola, which means that the poem
divides into two equal halves in terms of its poetical structure.

Here is a survey of the compositional framework defined by the introductions and the
speeches, showing the structuring function of the divine name numbers.

Introductions Speeches Total
by humans
Vs. 1-2 12 vs. 3-5 22 David vs. 1-5 34
- vs. 6-10 29 People vs. 6-10 29
Total: 12 vs. 3-10 51 (3x17) vs. 1-10 63
by YHWH
Vs. 1lab 7 vs. 11lc-12 19 YHWH vs. 11-12 26
Vs. 13 7 vs. 14-18 33 YHWH vs. 13-18 40
Total: 14 Total: 52 (2 x 26) vs. 11-18 66
Total: 26 Total: 103 vs. 1-18 129

3. The strophic structure is also determined by the introductions and the speeches. My
demarcation of the nine strophes — in full agreement with Van der Lugt — shows the
following hard breaks in the text: between vs. 2 || 3, vs. 5 || 6, vs. 10 || 11, and 13 || 14.
These caesurae should be respected in our search for the strophic components. In my
judgement, it is unthinkable that a poet would have devised a strophic structure that is at
variance with the basic framework of his poem.

Therefore, the way in which Fokkelman and Christensen” demarcate the strophes in the
middle of the psalm is highly questionable. Both disregard the unity of the speech by the
people in vs. 6-10, as well as the 26-word divine speech (vs. 11-12) with its introduction.

Fokkelman cuts the people’s speech into two parts by presuming a caesura between vs.
9 and 10. By this break between vs. 11ab and 1lcd, he also severs the first divine
speech from its introduction.

Christensen cuts the people’s speech into two parts in another way by presuming a
break between vs. 8 and 9. Moreover, by making vs. 9-11 the centre of his ‘menorah’, he
disregards the clear caesura between vs. 10 || 11 and cuts also the divine speech in vs.
11c-12 into two parts (v. 11cd and 12). This, | believe, renders his ‘menorah’ invalid.

4. Inv. 13a we find the 5™ occurrence in a series of 7 of the name Zion in the Songs of
Ascents (125:1, 126:1, 128:5, 132:13, 133:3, 134:3), with the present instance at the
centre. For the significance and symbolism of this series of 7, see Observation 7 in my
Analysis of Psalm 122.

In another series in the Songs of Ascents, the range of 10 occurrences of the root 573,

‘to bless’, the 6™ and 7" instances are to be found in v. 15a. See Observation 6 in my
Analysis of Psalm 124, where the first instance occurs. The series culminate in Psalm
134 at the end of the corpus: 124:6, 128:4,5, 129:8 (2x), 132:15 (2x), 134:1,2,3. For
particulars, see Observation 3 in my Analysis of Psalm 134.

* See his logoprosodic analysis on www.bibal.net.
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5. The divine name numbers and their multiples feature in the following fashion:

vs. 1-5 34 (2 x 17) words in total

vs. 6-8 17 words

vs. 1-8 51 (3 x 17) words in total, with 26 words before athach
vs. 11-12 26 words in total

vs. 1-10 51 (3 x 17) words in total in the speeches

vs. 8-13 51 (3 x 17) words in total

vs. 13-17 34 (2 x 17) words in total

vs. 14-18 17 words before atnach.

6. Very striking is the high frequency of the occurences of the number of fulfilment, 11:
22 words invs. 3-5; 11 invs. 6-7; 11 invs. 8-9; 33 invs. 11-13; and 33 in vs. 14-18.

7. The name M1" occurs 6 times (vs. 1a, 2a, 5a, 8a, 11a and 13a).
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