Psalm 94— Logotechnical Analysis

Guidelines

e Please read the General Introduction as well as the Introduction to Book | and Book 1V.
¢ For common features found in the numerical analysis charts, see the Key to the charts.

Specific features of Psalm 94

e The meaningful centre of this psalm is not to be found on the level of words, but in terms
of its 23 verselines: v. 12. Its pivotal position is highlighted by the middle colon (v. 12a)
and by the middle instance of the 11 occurrences of the divine name.

e The kabod-numbers 23 and 32 (representing God's presence) appear to have an
important structuring role, a feature this psalm shares with Psalm 95.

e Additionally, a very great number of occurrences of the divine name numbers 17 and 26
are woven into the fabric of the text, as a continuous connecting thread. A special feature
is the considerable number of recurrent compositional formulas.

Strophic structure - Canto/Stanza boundary: || Canticle boundary: |

e Van der Lugt: 1-2, 3-4 | 5-7 || 8-9, 10-11 | 12-13, 14-15 || 16-17, 18-19 | 20-21, 22-23
(11 strophes with 23 verselines and 47 cola).

e Fokkelman: 1-2, 3-4, 5-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 (11
strophes, with 23 verselines and 47 cola).

e Labuschagne: as Van der Lugt (11 strophes, with 23 verselines and 47 cola).

Logotechnical analysis

e Columns a and b show the number of words before and after the atnach.
e Column c: words addressed to God; d: words spoken about God.
¢ The numbering of the verselines is shown in brown.

Total a b c d
1 AT IR 1 3 3 3
5% =13 -2 MRy Oy 3 3 3

Total, v. 1 6 =3 +3 =6 + 0
2 APINT LBU NPT 2 3 3 3
0Ny oY D13 o 4 4 4

Total, v. 2 7 =3 +4 =7 +0

Strophe 1 Total, v. 1-2 13 =6 +7 =13 + 0
3 ATIT OV IRTTY 3 4 4 4
iop oopY T 4 4 4

Total, v. 3 8 =4 + 4 =8 + 0
4 ADOY T WD 4 3 3 3
1N "PuEHD IRm 4 4 4

Total, v. 4 7 =3 +4 =7 + 0

Strophe 2 Total, v. 3-4 15 =7 +8 =15 + 0

Canticle I.1 Total, v. 1-4 28 =13 +15 =28 + O
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5 MRDTY I TRY 5 3 3 3
Y TR 2 2 2

Total, v. 5 5 =3 +2 =5 +0

Total, v. 1-5 33 =16 + 17 =33 + 0
6 AP M TIPS 6 3 3 3
TR 2NN 2 2 2

Total, v. 6 5 =3 +2 =5 +0

Strophe 3 Total, v. 5-6 10 =6 + 4 =10 + O

Total, v. 4-6 17 =9 + 8 =17 + 0

Total, v. 2-6 32 =16 +16 =32 + O
7 ATTIRTIRD TN 7 4 4 4
== A it W 4 4 4

Strophe 4 Total, v. 7 8 =4 +4 =8 + 0

Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 5-7 18 =10 + 8 =18 + O

Total, v. 3-7 33 =17 +16 =33 + 0

Canto | Total, v. 1-7 U6 =23 +23 =46 + O

8 oYIoTwaND 8 3 3 3

239730 T o9 3 3 3

Total, v. 8 6 =3 +3 =0 + 6

Total, v. 1-8 52 =26 + 26 =46 + 6

9 ApRet NPT IR DRI 9 4 4 4

;0730 K5I 1w T3oN 5 5 5

Total, v. 9 9 =4 +5 =0 +9

Strophe 5 Total, v. 8-9 15 =7 + 8 =0 +15

Total, v. 7-9 23 =11 + 12 = 0 + 23

10 AP ST DM 0 10 4 4 4

T O Tbnn 3 3 3

Total, v. 10 7 =4 +3 =0 + 7

Total, v. 1-10 68 =34 + 34 =46 + 22

11 AQTIN DIDYmR YT T 11 4 4 4

ejmty g oty > 3 3 3

Total, v. 11 7 =4 +3 =0 + 7

Strophe 6 Total, v. 10-11 14 =8 + 6 =0 + 14

Total, v. 9-11 23 =12 +11 = 0 + 23

Canticle 1.2  Total, v. 8-11 29 =15 +14 = 0 + 29
12 The middle WIOMWN W WY 12 5 5 5
verseline: 11+ 1+11 ;07070 T07imm) 2 2 2

Middle colon: 23 +[1] + 23 Total, v. 12 7 =5 +2 =7 + 0

Mid. divine name: 11 =5+|j+5 Total, v. 9-12 30 =17 +13 =7 + 23
13 Middle word: R epens 13 4 4 4
169 =84 +[]+84  :NMY pY7H MmN 4 4 4

Total, v. 13 8 =4 +4 =8 + 0

Strophe 7 Total, v. 12-13 15 =9 +6 =15 + 0

Total, v. 9-13 38 =21 +17 =15 + 23
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14 Ay T WD D 14 5 5 5

: 27y NS N 3 3 3

Total, v. 14 8 =5 +3 =0 + 8

Total, v. 1-14 98 =52 + 46 =61 + 37

15 ALBYR DN PTISTIYTD 15 5 5 5

290D T 4 4 4

Total, v. 15 9 =5 +4 =0 + 9

Strophe 8  Total, v. 14-15 17 =10 + 7 =0 + 17

Canticle 1.2 Total, v. 12-15 32 =19 + 13 =15 + 17

Canto Il Total, v. 8-15 61 =34 +27 =15 + 46

16 Aopoy DT 16 5 5 5

S opEmoy H oy 6 6 6

Total, v. 16 117 =5 4+ 6 =0 + 11

Total, v. 13-16 36 =19 + 17 = 8 + 28

Total, v. 6-16 B5 =46 + 39 = 28 + 57

17 A R T D 17 4 4 4

: WD I 130U bwnD 4 4 4

Total, v. 17 8 =4 + 4 =0 + 8

Strophe 9  Total, v. 16-17 19 =9 +10 = 0 + 19

Total, v. 12-17 51 =28 +23 =15 + 36

Total, v. 11-17 58 =32 + 26 = 15 + 43
18 MBI TR TNTDR 18 4 4 4
PITYRY VT TR0 3 3 3

Total, v. 18 7 =4 +3 =7 +0

Total, v. 12-18 58 + 32 + 26| =22 + 36
19 PR EYI 393 19 3 3 3
: D1 WYY TN 3 3 3

Total, v. 19 6 =3 +3 =6 _+ 0

Strophe 10 Total, v. 18-19 13 =7 + 6 =13 + 0

Canticle Ill.1 Total, v. 16-19 32 =16 + 16 =13 + 19

Total, v. 14-19 49 =26 + 23 =13 + 36

Total, v. 12-19 64 =35 +29 =28 + 36

Total, v. 10-19 78 =43 +35 =28 + 50

Total, v. 8-19 93 =50 + 43 =28 + 65
20 AR RDD AT 20 3 3 3
:PR—hp oy Ty 4 4 4

Total, v. 20 7 =3 +4 =7 +0

Total, v. 10-20 B5 =46 + 39 =35 + 50
21 AP UETOY TR 21 4 4 4
AW PO 3 3 3

Total, v. 21 7 =4 + 3 =7 +0

Strophe 11 Total, v. 20-21 14 =7 + 7 =14 + 0

Total, v. 11-21 B5 =46 + 39 = 42 + 43

Total, v. 16-21 46 =23 + 23 =27 + 19

Total, v. 1-21 153 =80 + 73 =88 + 65
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22 ragpmb M 22 4 4 4
:vom Mk TN 3 3 3

Total, v. 22 7 =4 + 3 =0 +7

Total, v. 18-22 34 =18 +16 =27 + 7

Total, v. 12-22 B85 =46 + 39 =42 + 43

23 OINTON OTSY JwM 23 4 4 4
ADDMS? DOYII 2 2 2

STION I DR 3 3 3

Total, v. 23 9 =6 +3 =0 +9

Strophe 12 Total, v. 22-23 16 =10 + 6 = 0 + 16

Canticle I11.2 Total, v. 20-23 30 =17 + 13 = 14 + 16

Canto Il Total, v. 16-23 62 =33 +29 =27 + 35

Total, v. 21-23 23 =14 + 9 =7 + 16

Total, v. 12-23 94 =52 + 42 =42 + 52

Total,v.1-23 169 = 90 + 79 = 88 + 81

Observations

1. In terms of the 169 words of the psalm, its middle word is “2*2, 'from days of', in v. 13a
(84 + 1] + 84). In passing it is interesting to note that 169 is the number 13 raised to the
square, and that 13 represents the numerical value of the very first word '7& 'God', which
is repeated at the beginning of the second colon. Note also the 13 words in Strophe 1.

Since the middle word cannot be regarded as the meaningful centre of the psalm, we
have to look for such a centre on another level, in my view, on the level of verselines.
This brings v. 12 into focus (23 = 11 + 1 + 11 verselines):

PORTRON AN AT W T2 N
Happy the one whom you instruct, YH // and whom you teach from your law.

The beatitude introduced by *I¥X in the meaningful centre strongly reminds us of the
beatitude in Psalm 33:12 where it also constitutes the meaningful centre. What is more,
WY is there the middle word! See my Analysis of Psalm 33, Observation 1.

The middle verseline partly coincides with the middle colon, v. 12b (47 = 23 + |1] + 23),
which underlines its pivotal positioning, and its significance as the meaningful centre.

The meaningful centre is additionally highlighted by the middle instance of the 11
occurrences of the divine name (v. 12a) appearing here (as in v. 7a) as YH. Moreover,
as in a considerable number of psalms, the meaningful centre is situated precisely at the
crossroads of the alternating forms of address. Vs. 8-11, which precedes the central
verseline, contain words spoken about God (Column d). In vs. 12-13, however, God is
suddenly addressed directly (Column c). For both highlighting devices, see the General
Introduction, "Special devices to highlight the meaningful centre”.

2. The alternating forms of address (Columns ¢ and d) appear to have been employed only
as an enlivening rhetorical device. | cannot detect any intentionally devised numerical
pattern, except that Canto | has 46 (2 x 23) words in addressed to God (Column c), while
Canto Il has 46 words spoken about God (Column d). Significantly, the 46 words of
Canto | divide into precisely 23 words before, and 23 after atnach. Note also that the
poem has 23 verselines (corresponding to the Masoretic verses) and that 23 cola flank
the middle colon. The other kabod-number (32) occurs also rather frequently. Therefore,
we may conclude that they have purposefully been used to symbolize God’s presence.

3. Though we may allow for a measure of coincidence, the high frequency of occurrences
of sacred numbers strongly indicates the author's deliberate effort to weave as many as
possible into the text. The divine name numbers appear in fixed, recurrent formulas.
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VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.

VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.
VS.

4. There

2-6
1-7
7-9
9-11
1-14
6-16
12-17
11-17
12-18
14-19
10-20
11-21
16-21
12-22
21-23
1-5
4-6
3-7
1-8
1-10
14-15
9-12
9-13
1-14
14-15
8-15
13-16
6-16
12-17
11-17
12-18
14-19
10-19
10-20
11-21
1-21
18-22
12-22
20-23
12-23
12-23
20-23
12-23

32 words in total

46 words, with 23 before, and 23 after atnach

23 words in total

23 words in total

46 (2 x 23) words after atnach

46 (2 x 23) words before atnach, in the formula
23 words after atnach

32 words in the kebod YHWH formula, 58 = 32 + 26
32 words in the kebod YHWH formula, 58 = 32 + 26
23 words after athach

46 (2 x 23) words before atnach, in the formula {85 = 46 + 39
46 (2 x 23) words before atnach, in the formula |85 = 46 + 39
46 words, with 23 before, and 23 after atnach

46 (2 x 23) words before athach, in the formula |85 = 46 + 39

23 words in total

17 words after atnach

17 words in total

17 words before atnach

52 words in total, with 26 before and 26 after atnach

68 words in total, with 34 (2 x 17) before and 34 (2 x 17) after atnach
17 words in total

17 words before atnach

17 words after atnach

52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

17 words in total

34 (2 x 17) words before atnach

17 words after atnach

85 (5 x 17) words in total, in the formula

51 (3 x 17) words in total

26 words after atnach, in the kebod YHWH formula, 58 = 32 + 26
26 words after atnach, in the kebod YHWH formula, 58 = 32 + 26
26 words before atnach

78 (3 x 26) words in total

85 (5 x 17) words in total, in the formula 85 = 46 + 39
85 (5 x 17) words in total, in the formula 85 = 46 + 39
153 (9 x 17) words in total

34 (2 x 17) words in total

85 (5 x 17) words in total, in the formula
17 words before atnach

52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

52 (2 x 26) words in total spoken about God (Column d).
17 words before atnach

52 (2 x 26) words before atnach

are 11 occurrences of the name MY, (9x YHWH and 2x YH). The divine
designation EITI"7§5 occurs in vs. 7, 22 and 23, while ¥ is to be found only in v. 1a and b.
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