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Numerical Features of the Book of Jeremiah 
A New Approach to its Compositional Structure 

Please read the General Introduction  

  The Compositional Structure of the Book of Jeremiah in the Hebrew Bible 
In comparison with the book of Isaiah, with its lucid structure, the book of Jeremiah is extremely 
complicated. R.P. Carroll has recorded the impression many scholars have of the book:  

“The book of Jeremiah is long, complex, and difficult. To the modern reader it appears to be a repetitive mess, a mixture 
of poetry and prose, in no particular order, but containing traces of attempts to collate and give some order to parts of 
the book. A cacophony of voices is heard in the book, which makes it all the more difficult to accept the single attribution 
of the book to one man in 1.1… Every aspect of the book is controversial and much of modern scholarship on Jeremiah 
consists of disputes and arguments about its meaning and how it came into existence.” R.P. Carroll, Jeremiah, Old 
Testament Guides, JSOT Press, 1989, 9. 

However, as I shall demonstrate below, Jeremiah is from beginning to end a numerical composition 
although it is not as sophisticated as Isaiah. The quantitative structural analysis of the book can help us to 
discover the overall architecture of the book that has come to us, and to determine with a great measure 
of certainty the division of the text into larger segments, smaller parts, and paragraphs. This can be done 
by taking the layout markers in the Hebrew Bible seriously in combination with the scribal technique of 
highlighting, finalizing and sealing certain sections of the text by means of the divine name numbers 17 
and 26 and their multiples. It cannot be excluded that some figures may be due to coincidence, because it 
is difficult to tell chance from deliberate design. The following randomly selected hard facts are based on 
empirical information which can be checked by everyone, but there is more, much more: 

 The book of Jeremiah ends at 51,64a as stated in 51,64b: “Thus far are the words of Jeremiah”. 
Excluding this 4-word editorial note (51,64b), the book as such has 21267 (1251x17) words, which 
means that 1,1-51,64a has consciously been finalized, and sealed as a literary entity.  

 The Appendix, Chapter 52, is itself a numerical composition sealed as a separate literary unit by its 
34 (2x17) verses and 494(19x26)+70 words (70 symbolically anticipates the end of the exile).  

 2,14-22: The Israelites have forsaken their God: 119 (7x17) words. 

 3,18-4,8: Judah and Israel will return, if they repent: 234 (9x26) words. 

 5,20-6,5: Rebellious people and lying prophets: 17 verses, 204 (12x17) words, and 816 (48x17) letters. 

 7-10: Judah’s punishment for having broken the covenant: 1581 (93x17) words, 6137 (361x17) letters. 

 11-12: Jeremiah’s complaint and YHWH’s response: 646 (38x17) words and 2516 (148x17) letters. 

 18,5-10: YHWH explains to Jeremiah the metaphor of the spoiled vessel 68 (4x17) words. 

 18,11-17: Jeremiah must warn Judah and Jerusalem 102 (6x17) words. 

 20,1-3: Pashhur puts Jeremiah in the stocks 52 (2x26) words. 

 22,1-30: The dreadful fate of the royal house of Judah 468 (18x26) words. 

 YHWH’s message sent to the king of Judah: he will die (22,6-10): 78 (3x26) words. 

 23,19-40: YHWH’s furious anger against the false prophets 306 (18x17) words. 

 25,15-38: The incident of the wine cup of wrath to be drunk by all nations 364 (14x26) words. 

 Etc. Etc. Etc. 

   In my view Jeremiah divides, like Isaiah and several books of the Enneateuch, into seven main segments: 

Segment 1: 1,1-6,30         Jeremiah’s call and his first prophecies: P   173 vs;  2455 w. 

  I  Segment 2: 7,1-12,17       Prophecies concerning the coming disaster: S    494   147 vs;  2227 (131x17) w. 

Segment 3: 13,1-20,18     YHWH’s plan to bring disaster over Judah: P (19x26)  174 vs;  2711 w. 

Segment 4: 21,1-29,32     Prophecies concerning specific leaders in Judah: S  227 vs;  3817 w.  

 II  Segment 5: 30,1-35,19     Future hope for Judah: P     175 vs;  2921 w.  10625 

Segment 6: 36,1-45,5       Jeremiah’s suffering in a besieged city: S   203 vs;  3887 w.  (625x17) 

III  Segment 7: 46,1-51,64     Prophecies against foreign nations: S         231 vs;  3253/3249 w. 

Segments 1-7: 1,1-51,64a The book of Jeremiah (see 51,64b):   1364 vs; 21267(1251x17) w. 

Appendix: 52,1-34             Destruction of Jerusalem and deportation: Col.  34 vs;  564 w.       

mailto:labuschagne.cj@gmail.com
http://www.labuschagne.nl/aspects.pdf
http://www.labuschagne.nl/prophets/Isaiah1-12.pdf


2 
 

© 2015 Casper Jeremiah Labuschagne     Jeremiah 1-6        labuschagne.cj@gmail.com — rev 06/28/15 9:46 AM 
 
 

There can be no doubt about the delimitation of Segments 1, 2, and 3 singly as well as collectively as a 
separate block (I: 1-20), and that of Segments 4-6 as a distinct block (II: 21-45), and that of Segment 7 (III, 
46-51), the only large passage about which there is almost general agreement among scholars.  
The caesurae between 20 and 21, and between 45 and 46 strongly suggest a tripartite overall structure: 
1-20, 21-45 (sealed as a distinct literary entity by 10625 (625x17) words), and 46-51 + 52 (the Appendix), 
which does of course not exclude the proposed sevenfold arrangement. Without discussing here in any 
detail the thorny question of the coming into existence of the book, I think that these caesurae may be 
interpreted as reflecting this process in three stages, in much the same way as in the case of Isaiah and 
Genesis-Kings.  

For a useful discussion of the literary development of the book, see W.L. Holladay, Jeremiah 2: 26-52, 

Hermeneia, 1989, 10-24. The following main divisions are to be found in introductions and commentaries, 
showing that there is some consensus only concerning the delimitation of certain sections, especially 1-
6, 46-51, and 52: 

1-25;  26-45;  46-51; 52 (four main parts: J. Muilenburg).1 
1-39;  40-45;  46-51 + 52 (three main parts + Appendix: H. Schmid).2 
1-20;  21-36 + 37-52 (two main parts in three sections: J.R. Lundbom).3 
1,1-19: Prologue; 2,1-25,14; 25,15-38+46-51; 26-36; 37-45; 52: Epilogue (six main parts: R.P. Carroll).4 
1-6;  7-15;  16-25;  26-39;  40-45;  46-51;  52 (seven main parts: A. van Selms).5 
1-6; 7-12; 13-20; 21-29; 30-35; 36-45; 46-51 + 52 (three main parts, seven segments + Appendix: C.J.L.). 
1-12;  13-20;  21-29;  30-33;  34-35;  36-45;  46-51 + 52 (seven main parts + Appendix: D.A. Dorsey).6 
1,1-19;  2,1-8,3;  8,4-20,18;  21-24;  25-26;  27-29;  30-33;  34;  35-36;  37-39;  40-45;  46-51;  52 (thirteen 
main parts: A.S. Koster).7 

Overview of seven different divisions of the text of Jeremiah 1-52 
The sections marked blue are displaced, resulting in non-existent texts contrived by the commentator in question. 

A. WEISER (Das Buch des Propheten Jeremia, Kapitel 1-25,13, ATD 20, 1952; Das Buch Jeremia, Kapitel 25,15-52,34, ATD 21, 
1969): 1,1-3; 1,4-10; 1,11-16; 1,17-19; 2,1-3; 2,5-9; 2,10-13; 2,14-19; 2,20-25; 2,26-29; 2,30-32; 2,33-37; 3,1-5; 3,6-11; 3,12-
13; 3,14-18; 3,19-20; 3,21-4,2; 4,3-4; 4,5-8; 4,9-12; 4,13-18; 4,19-22; 4,23-28; 4,29-31; 5,1-6; 5,7-11; 5,12-17; 5,18-19; 5,20-
25; 5,26-29; 5,30-31; 6,1-8; 6,9-15; 6,16-21; 6,22-26; 6,27-30. || 7,1-15; 7,16-20; 7,21-28; 7,29-34; 8,1-3; 8,4-7; 8,8-9; 8,10-
13; 8,14-17; 8,18-23; 9,1-8; 9,9-21; 9,22-23; 9,24-25; 10,1-16; 10,17-21; 10,22-25; 11,1-14; 11,15-17; 11,18-23; 12,1-5; (12-6  
after 11,20); 12,7-13; 12,14-17; 13,1-11; 13,12-14; 13,15-17; 13,18-19; 13,20-28; 14,1-16; 14,17-15,4; 15,5-9; 15,10-18; 
15,19-21; 16,1-4; 16,5-7; 16,5-7; 16,8-9; 16,10-13; 16,14-15; 16,16-18; 16,19-21; 17,1-4; 17,5-11; 17,12-18; 17,19-27; 18,1-
12; 18,13-17; 18,18-23; 19,1-2.10-12; 19,3-9; 19,10-15; 20,7-13; 20,14-18. || 21,1-10; 21,11-14; 22,1-9; 22,10-12; 22,13-19; 
22,20-23; 22,24-30; 23,1-8; 23,9-12; 23,13-15; 23,16-22; 23,23-32; 23,33-40; 24,1-10; 25,1-14 [15,14 belongs to 29,10]. || 
25,15-38. || 26,1-24. || 27,1-22; 28,1-17; 29,1-32. ||30,1-31,40. || 32,1-44. || 33,1-26; 34,1-7; 34,8-22; 35,1-19; 36,1-32; 
37,1-10; 37,11-16; 37,17-21; 38,1-13; 38,14-23; 38,24-28a;  38,28b-40,6; 40,7-41,18; 42,1-43,7; 43,8-13; 44,1-30; 45,1-5. || 
46,1-28; 47,1-7; 48,1-47; 49,1-6; 49,7-22; 49,23-27; 49,28-33; 49,34-39; 50,1-51,64.||52,1-34. The passages marked blue 
are displaced. 

J. BRIGHT (Jeremiah, The Anchor Bible, 1965): 1. 1,1-19; 2. 2,1-3;14-19; 4-13;20-37; 3. 3,1-5;19-25; 4,1-4; 3,6-18; 4. 4,5-31; 
5. 5,1-31; 6. 6,1-30; 7. 7,1-34; 8,1-3; 8. 8,4-23; 9. 9,1-21; 10,17-25; 10. 9,22-25; 10,1-16; 11. 11,1-17; 12,1-6; 11,18-23; 12,7-
17; 12. 13,1-27; 14. 15,5-21; 16,1-21; 15. 17,1-27; 16. 18,1-23; 17. 19,1-15; 20,1-18; 18. 21,11-14; 22,1-30; 23,1-8; 19. 23,9-
40; 20. 25,1-38. || 21. 26,1-24; 22. 19,1-2; 10-11; 14-15; 20,1-6;  23. 36,1-32; 24. 45,1-5; 25. 35,1-19; 26. 24,1-10; 27. 27,1-
22;28,1-17; 28.  19,1-15; 21-23; 16-20; 24-32; 51,59-64b; 29. 21,1-10; 34,1-7; 30. 34,8-22; 37,1-10; 31. 37,11-31; 38,1-28a; 
39,15-18; 32. 32,1-15; 33. 39,1-2; 4-10; 38,28b; 39,3; 14; 11-13; 49,1-6; 34. 49,7-16; 41,1-18; 42,1-18; 43,1-3; 42,19-22; 
43,4-7; 35. 43,8-13; 44,1-30. || 36. 30,1-24; 31;1-40; 37. 32,1-17a; 24-27; 36-44; 17b-23; 28-35. || 38. 46,1-28; 39. 47,1-7; 
40. 48,1-47; 41. 49,1-6; 42. 49,7-22; 43. 49,23-39; 44. 50,1-46; 51,1-58; 59-64b; 64c; 45. 52,1-34.  

                                                             
1 J. Muilenburg in The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (1962), p. 832. 
2 H. Schmid in Biblisches-historisches Handwörterbuch (1964), p. 815. 
3
 J.R. Lundbom, Jeremiah 1-20, Jeremiah 21-36, Jeremiah 37-52, Anchor Bible 21A-C, 1999 and 2004. 

4 R.P. Carroll, Jeremiah, Old Testament Guides, JSOT Press, 1989. 
5
 A. van Selms, Jeremia, I-III, POT, 1972. 

6 D.A. Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, Baker Academic, 1999, pp. 236-245. 
7 A.S. Koster, De woorden van Jeremia, Uitgeverij Aproges, 2005.  
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A. VAN SELMS (Jeremia, I-III, POT, 1972): I: 1,1-3; 1,4-19; 2,1-3,5; 3,6-18; 3,19-4,4; 4,5-31; 5,1-31; 6,1-30. 
II: 7,1-8,3; 8,4-9,25; 10,1-16; 10,17-25; 11,1-17; 11,18-12,6; 12,7-17; 13,1-14; 13,15-27; 14,1-15,9; 15,10-21.  
III: 16,1-21; 17,1-18; 17,19-27; 18,1-23; 19,1-20,6; 20,7-18; 21,1-10; 21,11-23,8; 23,9-40; 24,1-10; 25,1-14; 25,15-38. IV: 
26,1-24; 27,1-22; 28,1-17; 29,1-32; 30,1-31,40; 32,1-44; 33,1-26; 34,1-7; 34,8-22; 35,1-19; 36,1-32; 37,1-10; 37,11-16; 
37,17-21; 38,1-13; 38,14-28; 39,1-14; 39,15-18. V: 40,1-6; 40,7-41,15; 41,16-43,7; 43,8-13; 44,1-30; 45,1-5.  
VI: 46,1-28; 47,1-7; 48,1-47; 49,1-6; 49,7-22; 49,23-27; 49,28-33; 49,34-39; 50,1-51,64; 52,1-34. 

W.L. HOLLADAY  (Jeremiah 1: 1-25, Jeremiah 2: 26-52, Hermeneia, 1986 and 1989): 1,1-3; 1,4-19; 2,1-4,4; 4,5-31; 5,1-9; 
5,10-17; 5,18-19; 5,20-29; 5,30-31; 6,1-8; 6,9-15; 6,16-26; 6,27-30; 7,1-15; 7,16-20; 7,21-28; 7,29-34; 8,1-3; 8,4-13; 8,14-
23[9,1]; 9,1-8 [2-9]; 9,9-10 (10-11]; 9,11-15 [12-16]; 9,16-21 [17-22]; 9,22-23 [23-24]; 9,24-25 [25-26]; 10,1-16; 10,17-25; 
11,1-17; 11,18-12,6; 12,7-13; 12,14-17; 13,1-12aα; 13,12aβb-14; 13,15-17; 13,18-19; 13,20-21; 14,1-15,9; 15,10-21; 16,1-
9; 16,10-13; 16,14-15; 16,16-18; 16,19-21; 17,1-4; 17,5-8; 17,9-10; 17,11; 17,12-13; 17,14-18; 17,19-27; 18,1-12; 18,13-17; 
18,18-23; 19,1-20,6; 20,7-13; 20,14-18; 21,1-7; 21,8-10; 21,11-12; 21,13-14; 22,1-5; 22,6-7; 22,8-9; 22,10; 22,11-12; 
22,13-19; 22,20-23; 22,24-27; 22,28-30; 23,1-4; 23,5-6; 23,7-8; 23,9-12; 23,13-15; 23,16-20; 23,21-22; 23,23-24; 23,25-32; 
23,33-40; 24,1-10; 25,1-14; 25,15-29; 25,30-38 || 26,1-24; 27,1-22; 28,1-17; 29,1-23; 29,24-32; 30,1-31,40; 31,1-44; 32,1-
44; 33,1-13; 33,14-26; 34,1-7; 34,8-22; 35,1-19; 36,1-32; 37,1-44,30; 45,1-5; 46,1-12;  
46,13-28; 47,1-7; 48,1-47; 49,1-6; 49,7-22; 49,23-33; 49,34-39; 50,1-51,58; 51,59-64; 52,1-34: Historical Appendix. 

R.P. CARROLL (Jeremiah, Old Testament Guides, JSOT Press, 1989): Prologue: 1,1-19;  Part I: A. 2,1-3; 2,4-4,4; 4,5-6,26; 
6,27-30. B. 7,1-8,3; 8,4-9,26; 10,1-16; 10,17-25. C. 11,1-14; 11,15-12,13; 12,14-17; 13,1-11; 13,12-14; 13,15-27. 
D. 14,1-15,4; 15,5-21; 16,1-9; 16,10-17,18; 17,19-27. E. 18,1-12; 18,13-17; 18,18; 18,19-23; 19,1-20,6; 20,7-18.  
F. 21,1-10; 21,11-23,6; 23,7-8; 23,9-40; 24,1-10: 25,1-14. Part II: 25,15-29; 25,30-38; 46,1; 46,2-26; 46,27-28; 47,1-7; 48,1-
47; 49,1-6; 49,7-22; 49,23-27; 49,28-33; 49,34-39; 50,1-51,58; 51,59-64. Part III: 26; 27-29; 30,1-31,22; 31,23-33,26; 34,1-
7; 34,8-22; 35; 36.  Part IV: 37,1-2; 37,3-38,28; 39,1-10; 39,11-14; 39,15-18; 40,1-6; 40,7-41,18; 42,1-6; 42,7-22; 43,1-7; 
43,8-13; 44; 45. Epilogue: 52,1-3a; 52,3b-11; 52,12-16; 52,17-23; 52,24-27; 52,28-30; 52,31-34. 

D.A. DORSEY (The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis-Malachi, Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 1999, pp. 236-245): 1,1-19; 2,1-3,5; 3,6-4,2; 4,3-6,30; 7,1-8,3; 8,4-9,26; 10,1-25; 11,1-17; 11,18-12,17.  
|| 13,1-27; 14,1-15,21; 16,1-17,4; 17,5-18; 17,19-27; 18,1-23; 19,1-15; 20,1-18. || 21,1-23,40; 24,1-10; 25,1-38; 26,1-24; 
27,1-22; 28,1-17; 29,1-32. || 30,1-31,40; 32,1-44; 33,1-26.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
|| 34,2-7; 35,1-19. || 36,1-32; 37,1-21; 38,1-13; 38,14-28; 39,1-14; 39,15-40,6; 40,7-43,7; 43,8-44,30; 45,1-5. || 46,1-28; 
47,1-7; 48,1-47; 49,1-6; 49,7-22; 49,23-27; 49,28-33; 49,34-39; 50,1-51,64. || Appendix: 52,1-34. 

J.R. LUNDBOM (Jeremiah 1-20, Jeremiah 21-36, Jeremiah 37-52, Anchor Bible 21A-C, 1999 and 2004): A: I: 1,1-19;  

II: 2,1-4,4; III: 4,5-10,25; IV: 11,1-20,18; B: I: 21,1-23,40; II: 24,1-29,32; III: 30,1-33,26; IV: 34,1-36,32; C: V: 37,1-40,6;  
VI: 40,7-44,30; VII: 45,1-5; VIII: 46,1-51,64; IX: Postscript: 52,1-34. 

In order not to be influenced by the above divisions of the text, I kept the commentaries closed until I have 
finished my own quantitative structural analysis. 

Segment 1: Jeremiah 1-6  Jeremiah’s call and his first prophecies 
The compositional structure based on layout markers, content and numerical considerations 

The delineated paragraphs marked blue in Columns 1-3 and 8 are highlighted by multiples of 17 and 26. 

Vss Texts Words Letters   Sum words P/S Compositional structure 

 Part 1: 1,1-19      The call of Jeremiah in his boyhood 

1 Jer 1,1 10 44  10  §1 Data of God’s communication with Jeremiah 

2 Jer 1,2 15 57 1 25   

3 Jer 1,3 22 91  47/47 S  

4 Jer 1,4 5 18 2 52  §2 Jeremiah appointed as prophet; he protests 
5 Jer 1,5 11 52  63   

6 Jer 1,6 11 37 3 74/27 P  

7 Jer 1,7 18 58 4 92  §3 YHWH reassures him and installs him 
8 Jer 1,8 9 32 5 101   

9 Jer 1,9 14 49 6-7 115   

10 Jer 1,10 14 69  129/55 P  

11 Jer 1,11 14 48 8 143  §4 The vison of the branch of an almond tree 

12 Jer 1,12 11 41 9 154/25 P  

13 Jer 1,13 17 61 10 171  §5 The vision of the caldron on fire 
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14 Jer 1,14 10 37 11 181  1,13  Jeremiah tells YHWH what he sees: 17 w. 

15 Jer 1,15 24+ 93 12 205   

16 Jer 1,16 14+ 66  219  1,15-19  YHWH explains what he intends to do: 

17 Jer 1,17 17+ 65  236  He will state his case against his people because 

18 Jer 1,18 19+ 81  255  of their wickedness and idolatry; Jeremiah must 

19 Jer 1,19 11/85(5x17) 41 13 266/112 P speak to them; YHWH will keep him safe: 85 w. 
19 Part 1: 1,1-19 266 1040  13x 266  1040 (40x26) letters. 

 Part 2: 2,1-3,5      YHWH’s appeal to Israel and Judah 

20 Jer 2,1 5 18 14 271  §1 YHWH speaks to Jeremiah and sends him  
21 Jer 2,2 20 83 15 291   

22 Jer 2,3 13 54 16-17 304/38 P  

23 Jer 2,4 9 35 18 313  §2 The Israelites have forgotten YHWH’s deeds 

24 Jer 2,5 15+ 56 19 328   

25 Jer 2,6 26+ 98 20 354  2,5-9  God blames the Israelites that their fathers 
26 Jer 2,7 15+ 65  369  have forgotten what he had done and that, when 

27 Jer 2,8 19+ 81 21 388  they came in the land, they have defiled it by  

28 Jer 2,9 10/85(5x17) 35 22 398/94 [] committing idolatry: 85 (5x17) words. 

29 Jer 2,10 13+ 51  411  §3 The Israelites have chosen other gods 

30 Jer 2,11 11+ 47  422   
31 Jer 2,12 9+ 31 23 431  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 52 words.  

32 Jer 2,13 19/52(2x26) 69  450/52 []  

33 Jer 2,14 9+ 31  459  §4 The Israelites have forsaken their God 

34 Jer 2,15 12+ 51  471   
35 Jer 2,16 6+ 22  477  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 119 words. 

36 Jer 2,17 11+ 41 24 488   

37 Jer 2,18 15+ 51  503   

38 Jer 2,19 20+ 80 25-26 523   

39 Jer 2,20 21+ 73  544   

40 Jer 2,21 12+ 47  556   

41 Jer 2,22 13/119(7x17) 47 27 569/119 []  

42 Jer 2,23 18+ 70  587  §5 The Israelites have gone after the Ba’als 
43 Jer 2,24 16/34(2x17) 65  603   

44 Jer 2,25 13+ 57  616  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 94 words: 

45 Jer 2,26 13/26 57  629  34+26+34=94. 

46 Jer 2,27 18+ 70  647   
47 Jer 2,28 16/34(2x17) 62  663/94 S  

48 Jer 2,29 8 29 28 671  §6 YHWH’s continued appeal to the Israelites 

49 Jer 2,30 12 52  683   

50 Jer 2,31 19 73 29 702   

51 Jer 2,32 10 43  712   
52 Jer 2,33 12+ 43  724  2,33-34   They seek lovers and have blood of the 

53 Jer 2,34 14/26 55  738  innocent on their skirts; 26 words. 

54 Jer 2,35 14 49  752   

55 Jer 2,36 12+ 45  764  2,36-37  They rely on Egypt, but YHWH will let  

56 Jer 2,37 14/26 50 30 778/115 [] them go into exile: 26 words. 

57 Jer 3,1 27 101 31 805  §7 They have defiled the land with their adultery 
58 Jer 3,2 18 75  823   

59 Jer 3,3 12 47  835   

60 Jer 3,4 8 29  843  1,4-3,5  (without the introductory passage 1,1-3) 

61 Jer 3,5 10 43  853/75 P has, most significantly, 806 = 31x26 words.  

37 Part 2: 2,1-3,5 587 2281 18x 587   

 Part 3: 3,6-17      YHWH will reject his people unless they repent 

62 Jer 3,6 24 84 32 877  §8 YHWH confronts Jeremiah with the adultery 

63 Jer 3,7 14 53  891   
64 Jer 3,8 24+ 90  915  3,8-10 Judah did exactly what her sister had done  

65 Jer 3,9 11+ 40  926  in the northern kingdom: 51 (3x17) words. 

66 Jer 3,10 16/51 (3x17) 53 33 942/89 P  
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67 Jer 3,11 9 39 34 951  §9 YHWH’s message: Come back apostate Israel! 

68 Jer 3,12 24 90 35-36 975   

69 Jer 3,13 20 74 37-38 995   

70 Jer 3,14 18+ 77 39 1013  3,14-15  YHWH promises to let the people return 
71 Jer 3,15 8/26 33  1021  and to give them wise leaders: 26 words. 

72 Jer 3,16 27 97 40-41 1048   

73 Jer 3,17 20 81 42-43 1068/126 S  

12 Part 3: 3,6-17 215 811 12x 215   

 Part 4: 3,18-4,8      Judah and Israel will ultimately repent 

74 Jer 3,18 18+ 72  1086  §10 Judah and Israel will return from the north 
75 Jer 3,19 20+ 79  1106   

76 Jer 3,20 11+ 38 44 1117   

77 Jer 3,21 16+ 59 45 1133   

78 Jer 3,22 12+ 51 46 1145   
79 Jer 3,23 10+ 45 47 1155   

80 Jer 3,24 14+ 60  1169   

81 Jer 3,25 19+ 94 48-49 1188/120 S  

82 Jer 4,1 13+ 49 50 1201  §11 Israel will banish the idols and stray no more 

83 Jer 4,2 11+ 49 51 1212/24 S  

84 Jer 4,3 14+ 53 52 1226  §12 Judah and Jerusalem must repent 

85 Jer 4,4 19+ 81 53 1245   

86 Jer 4,5 16+ 77  1261   

87 Jer 4,6 13+ 48  1274   
88 Jer 4,7 15+ 62  1289   

89 Jer 4,8 13+ 44 54 1302/90 P  

16 Part 4: 3,18-4,8 234 (9x26) 961 11x 234 (9x26)  Part 4 (§§10-12): 120+24+90=234 (9x26) words. 

 Part 5: 4,9-31      The coming judgement and the disaster 

90 Jer 4,9 14+ 61 55 1316  §13 Jeremiah complains over the disaster 
91 Jer 4,10 18+ 68 56 1334   

92 Jer 4,11 17+ 64  1351   

93 Jer 4,12 11+ 38  1362  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 130 words. 

94 Jer 4,13 12+ 54  1374   

95 Jer 4,14 12+ 50  1386   
96 Jer 4,15 8+ 29  1394   

97 Jer 4,16 15+ 65  1409   

98 Jer 4,17 10+ 36 57 1419   

99 Jer 4,18 13/130(5x26) 40  1432/130 S  

100 Jer 4,19 17 62  1449  §14 Jeremiah cannot keep silence: battle ahead! 
101 Jer 4,20 13 45  1462  4,19 He hears the sound of a trumpet: 17 words. 

102 Jer 4,21 7 23  1469/37 S  

103 Jer 4,22 18 68  1487  §15 YHWH’s people know nothing of him 

104 Jer 4,23 10+ 38  1497   
105 Jer 4,24 7/17 35  1504  4,23-24 Jeremiah sees chaos and darkness: 17 w.  

106 Jer 4,25 8 31  1512   

107 Jer 4,26 12 49 58 1524/55 S  

108 Jer 4,27 11 35 59 1535  §16 YHWH announces the end of the land 

109 Jer 4,28 16+ 59  1551   
110 Jer 4,29 18/34 (2x17) 66  1569  4,28-29 He is adamant and will not relent: 34 w. 

111 Jer 4,30 22 81  1591   

112 Jer 4,31 19 70  1610/86 P  

23 Part 5: 4,9-31 308 1167 5x 308   

 Part 6: 5,1-19      YHWH will punish his people with enemies 

113 Jer 5,1 19+ 78  1629  §17 Jeremiah notes the people’s sinfulness  
114 Jer 5,2 7/26 26 60 1636   

115 Jer 5,3 17 70 61 1653  5,1-3 No one acts justly or seeks truth: 26+17 w. 

116 Jer 5,4 13 47 62 1666   
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117 Jer 5,5 20+ 75 63 1686  5,5-9 YHWH cannot forgive the people for all they  

118 Jer 5,6 21+ 79  1707  have done; he will punish them: 78 (3x26) words. 

119 Jer 5,7 15+ 66  1722   

120 Jer 5,8 9+ 36  1731   

121 Jer 5,9 13/78(3x26) 44 64 1744/134 S  

122 Jer 5,10 12 51 65 1756  §18 YHWH instructs the enemies to attack 
123 Jer 5,11 10 36 66 1766   

124 Jer 5,12 13 50 67 1779   

125 Jer 5,13 9 36  1788/44 S  

126 Jer 5,14 20+ 73 68 1808  §19 YHWH brings a distant nation against them 
127 Jer 5,15 23+ 82 69 1831   

128 Jer 5,16 5+ 22  1836  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 104 words. 

129 Jer 5,17 20+ 88  1856   

130 Jer 5,18 9+ 32 70 1865   

131 Jer 5,19 27/104(4x26) 101 71 1892/104 S  

19 Part 6: 5,1-19 282 1092 12x 282  1092 (42x26) letters. 

 Part 7: 5,20-6,5      This people are rebellious and obstinate  

132 Jer 5,20 7+ 34  1899  §20 YHWH shall exact vengeance on such people 

133 Jer 5,21 15+ 51  1914   
134 Jer 5,22 25+ 98 72 1939   

135 Jer 5,23 8+ 29  1947   

136 Jer 5,24 18+ 71 73 1965   

137 Jer 5,25 7+ 34  1972   

138 Jer 5,26 11+ 49  1983   

139 Jer 5,27 11+ 42  1994   

140 Jer 5,28 16+ 60  2010   
141 Jer 5,29 13+ 42 74 2023/131 S 3,6-5,29  (§§8-20) has 1170 (45x26) words. 

142 Jer 5,30 4+ 19  2027  §21 Prophets prophecy lies; people like this 

143 Jer 5,31 13+ 57  2040   

144 Jer 6,1 19+ 76  2059   

145 Jer 6,2 5+ 22  2064   
146 Jer 6,3 12+ 47  2076   

147 Jer 6,4 15+ 56  2091  §§20-21 are highlighted by 204 (12x17) words and 

148 Jer 6,5 5/204 29  2096/73  S 816 (48x17) letters. 

17 Part 7: 5,20-6,5 204 (12x17) 816 3x 204 (12x17)   

 Part 8: 6,6-30      YHWH will muster enemies to punish Judah 

149 Jer 6,6 17 62 75 2113  §22 YHWH warns Jerusalem of coming disaster 

150 Jer 6,7 15 51  2128  6,6 He orders the trees to be cut down: 17 words. 
151 Jer 6,8 12 45  2140/44 P  

152 Jer 6,9 14+ 57 76 2154  §23 Jeremiah feels God’s anger; he warns them 

153 Jer 6,10 20/34 (2x17) 76 77 2174  6,9-10 YHWH’s word has no appeal for the people: 
154 Jer 6,11 24 83 78 2198  34 (2x17) words. 

155 Jer 6,12 15 56 79 2213   

156 Jer 6,13 13 46  2226   

157 Jer 6,14 11 40  2237   

158 Jer 6,15 20 74 80 2257/117 S  

159 Jer 6,16 22 83 81 2279  §24 Since the people won’t listen, YHWH will act 
160 Jer 6,17 9 42  2288   

161 Jer 6,18 8 26  2296   

162 Jer 6,19 19 70  2315   
163 Jer 6,20 17 65  2332/75 S 6,20  Sacrifices are of no avail: 17 words. 

164 Jer 6,21 18 65 82 2350/18 P §25 YHWH will bring them to the ground 

165 Jer 6,22 13+ 45 83 2363  §26 The enemies are on their way to Jerusalem 
166 Jer 6,23 19+ 79  2382   

167 Jer 6,24 9+ 39  2391  The entire paragraph is highlighted by 52+17 w. 

168 Jer 6,25 11/52(2x26) 39  2402   

169 Jer 6,26 17 63  2419/69 []  
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170 Jer 6,27 8 32  2427  §27 YHWH has rejected his people as worthless 

171 Jer 6,28 10 42  2437   

172 Jer 6,29 10 37  2447   

173 Jer 6,30 8 26 84 2455/36 P  
25 Part 8: 6,6-30 359 1343 10x 359  1343 (79x17) letters. 

173 Segm. 1: 1,1-6,30 2455 9511 84x 2455   

Observation 1 In Segment 1 (Chapters 1-6) 138 of the 173 verses (80%) and 2135 of the 2455 words (87%) 
are highlighted by the divine name numbers 17 and 26.  

The compositional structure of Segment 2 (Chapters 1-6) 

Part 1 (1,1-19)  The call of Jeremiah in his boyhood P: 266 words; 1040 (40x26) letters. 

Part 2 (2,1-3,5)  YHWH’s appeal to Israel and Judah P: 587 words; 2281 letters. 

Part 3 (3,6-17)  YHWH will reject his people unless they repent S: 215 words; 811 letters. 

Part 4 (3,18-4,8)  Judah and Israel will ultimately repent P: 234 (9x26) words; 961 letters. 

Part 5 (4,9-31)  The coming judgement and disaster P: 308 words; 1167 letters. 

Part 6 (5,1-19)  YHWH will punish his people with enemies S: 282 words; 1092 (42x26) letters. 

Part 7 (5,20-6,5)  The people are rebellious and obstinate S: 204 (12x17) words; 816 (48x17) letters. 

Part 8 (6,6-30)  YHWH will muster enemies to punish Judah P: 359 words; 1343 (79x17) letters. 

Jeremiah 1-6                     2455 words;  9511 letters. 

Crucial passages in Segment 1 (1,1-6,30) highlighted by 17 and 26 

1. By committing idolatry, the Israelites have forgotten YHWH’s great deeds (2,5-9): 85 (5x17) words. 

2. The Israelites have chosen other gods (2,10-13): 52 (2x26) words. 

3. The Israelites have forsaken their God: (2,14-22): 119 (7x17) words. 

4. The Israelites have gone after the Ba’als (2,23-28): 34(2x17)+26+34(2x17) words. 

5. They seek lovers and have blood of the innocent on their skirts (2,33-34): 26 words. 

6. They rely on Egypt for help, but YHWH will let them go into exile (2,36-37): 26 words. 

7. Jeremiah becomes prophet and is confronted with Israel’s idolatry 1,4-3,5 (§§2-7): 806 (31x26) words. 

8. YHWH calls Judah and Israel to repentance and threatens judgements (3,6-5,29): 1170 (45x26) words. 

9. Judah did exactly what her sister Israel had done (3,8-10) 51 (3x17) words. 

10. YHWH promises to let the people return and to give them wise leaders (3,14-15): 26 words. 

11. Judah and Israel will ultimately repent (3,18-4,8): 234 (9x26) words. 

12. Jeremiah complains over the disaster (4,9-18): 130 (5x26) words. 

13. Jeremiah hears the sound of a trumpet (4,19): 17 words. 

14. Jeremiah sees chaos and darkness (4,23-24): 17 words.  

15. YHWH will not relent and announces the end of the land (4,28-29): 34 (2x17) words. 

16. Jeremiah says that no one acts justly or seeks truth (5,1-3): 26+17 words.  

17. YHWH cannot forgive the people; he will punish them (5,5-9): 78 (3x26) words. 

18. YHWH will bring a distant nation against Jerusalem (5,14-19): 104 (4x26) words. 

19. Judah and Israel are rebellious (5,20-6,5): 17 verses; 204 (12x17) words; 816 (48x17) letters. 

20. YHWH will have the trees cut down and a siege mound cast up against Jerusalem (6,6): 17 words. 

21. YHWH’s word has no appeal for the people (6,9-10): 34 (2x17) words. 

22. Sacrifices will be of no avail (6,20): 17 words. 

23. The enemies are on their way to Jerusalem! (6,22-26): 52(2x26)+17 words.  
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Words attributed to YHWH in Jeremiah 1-6 

I am deeply indebted to Klaas Eikelenboom, the designer of the software I am working with, for his invaluable assistence 
in detecting and delimiting the Divine Speeches in the book of Jeremiah. 

As far as I know, nobody has ever tried to detect and delimit the words attributed to YHWH in the book of 
Jeremiah. It has proved to be extremely difficult to identify the divine utterances precisely; what is presented 
here is an attempt about which Klaas Eikelenboom and I have reached agreement. We do not claim to have 
spoken the last word on this matter. However, what we found is most significant. It shows the meticulous 
care and the special attention the author/redactor paid to the divine speeches.  

They constitute the greater part of the text of the book. In Segment 1 (1,1-6,30) for instance the 1967 words 
devoted to the divine speeches, including their introductory and referring formulae, amount to no less than 
80% of the 2455 words. For this reason, and in order not to overburden the reader with too much detail in 
the tables, I have decided to provide an overview of the divine speeches in separate tables and to specify 
them in the Hebrew text.  

The introductions at the beginning of the divine speeches are not part of the divine speeches. As for the 
formulae referring to God’s speaking, such as       and      within and at the end of the 

speeches (Ref. For.), it is difficult to say whether they are integral part of the speeches or editorial notes. 
Therefore, in the overview I shall register them separately. In any case, they stress the divine character of the 
words attributed to God. When it concerns speeches in which YHWH tells the prophet precisely what he 
must say to the people (preformulated messages), such formulae are part and parcel of the divine speeches. 
See below Speeches 8 (2,1-3), 16 (3,11-22a), and 31 (5,20-29).  

The results of our investigations will be presented in tables with eight columns: 

Column 1: The numbering of the divine speeches (DS) 

Column 2: The texts in which they are to be found (Text) 

Column 3: The addressees (Addressee) 

Column 4: The number of words in the introductions (Introduction) 

Column 5: The number of words in the divine speeches as such (Divine Speech) 

Column 6: The number of words in the formulae referring to God’s words (Referring Formulae) 

Column 7: The number of words in the DSS including the Referring Formulae (DS + Ref.For.) 

Column 8: The total number of words devoted to God’s speaking (Total). 
 

                       Continue to the table below. 
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DS Text Addressee Introduction Divine Speech Ref. For. DS + Ref. For. Total 

1 1,4-5 Jeremiah (to me) 5 11+ 0 11 16 

2 1,7-8 Jeremiah (to me) 3 22+ 2 24 27 

3 1,9b-10 Jeremiah (to me) 3 18/51 (3x17) 0 18 21 

4 1,11 Jeremiah (to me) 5 4 0 4 9 

5 1,12 Jeremiah (to me) 3 8         187 (11x17) 0 8 11 

6 1,13a Jeremiah (to me) 6 3       0 3 9 

7 1,14-15 Jeremiah (to me) 3  88 4 92 95 

8 2,1-3 Jeremiah (to me) 5 33 0 ! 33 38 

9 2,4-13 House of Jacob 12 130 (5x26) 4 134 146 

10 2,14-19 House of Jacob 0 69 4 73 73 

11 2,20-28 House of Jacob 0 137 3 140 140 

12 2,29-30 House of Jacob 0 18 2 20 20 

13 2,31-37 House of Jacob 5 90 0 90 95 
14 3,1-5 House of Jacob 0 73 2 75 75 

15 3,6-10 Jeremiah (to me) 6 81 2 83 89 

16 3,11-22a Jeremiah (to me) 3 193 0 ! 193 196 

17 4,1-2 Israelites 0 22 2 24 24 

18 4,3-4 Judah/Jerusalem 7 26    0 26 33 

19 4,5-7 Judah/Jerusalem 0 44 0 44 44 

20 4,9 * Judah/Jerusalem 0 12 2 14 14 

21 4,11-12 Judah/Jerusalem 0 28 0 28 28 

22 4,14-18 Israelites 0 56 2 58 58 

23 4,22 Israelites 0 18 0 18 18 

24 4,27-28 Israelites 4 23 0 23 27 

25 5,1-2 Jeremiah 0 26 0 26 26 

26 5,7-9 Jerusalem 0 35 2 37 37 

27 5,10-11 The enemies 0 20 2 22 22 

28 5,14                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Israelites 6 14 0 14 20 

29 5,15-17 Israelites 0 46 2 48 48 

30 5,18-19 Israelites 0 34 (2x17) 2 36 38 

31 5,20-29 House of Jacob 0 131+ 0 ! 131 131 

32 5,30-6,5 House of Jacob 0 73/204 (12x17) 0 73 73 
33 6,6-8 Jerusalemites 5 39 0 39 44 

34 6,9 Jerusalemites 4 10 0 10 14 

35 6,11aβ-15 Jeremiah 0 73 4 77 77 

36 6,16-20 Israelites 3 72 0 72 75 

37 6,21 Israelites 4 14 0 14 18 

38 6,22-23 Israelites 3 29   51 (3x17) 0 29 32 

39 6,27 Jeremiah 0 8 0 8 8 

39x Jer. 1-6  95 1831 41 1872 (72x26) 1967 

* 4,10b is a citation, being not a divine speech uttered in the present context. See also 11,16. 

Observation 2  In the 39 divine speeches in Jeremiah 1-6 the following numerical features are significant 
because they exhibit multiples of the divine name numbers 17 and 26: 
Speeches 1-3, which deal specifically with the call of Jeremiah, stand out with altogether 51 (3x17) words.  
Speeches 1-8, in which YHWh speaks to Jeremiah personally (explicitly ‘to me’) have 187 (11x17) words. 
Speech 9, the extensive message Jeremiah has to convey to the House of Jacob (2,5-13) has 130 (5x26) words.  
Speeches 18 and 25 have 26 words each, and Speech 30 has 34 (2x17) words. 
Speeches 31-32, conveyed to the House of Jacob, have altogether 204 (12x17) words. 
Speeches 37-39 are altogether made up of 51 (3x17) words. 
Speeches 1-39, including the referring formulae, have altogether 1872 (72x26) words. 

 For full particulars, see the Hebrew text below. 
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             The underlined words are part of the divine speeches contrary to those marked green        
Jeremiah 1    

               
                  

           
                    

            


1  1,4-5  5+11=16                                                                                
             

    
                 


2  1,7-8  3+22+2[15]=27                                                          

                  
              

3  1,9b-10  3+18=21                                           
           

                 
  


4  1,11  5+4=9                                                

         
5  1,12  3+8=11                                                                           

       


6  1,13a  6+3=9                                                  
             

7  1,14-19  3+88+4[92]=95                  
              

             
           

                
              

              
                 

         
           

           
                

Jeremiah 2    

8  2,1-3  5+31+2[33]=38                                                                     
              

           
          

           
            

           
9  2,4-13  12+130(5x26)+4[134]=146                                                                  
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10  2,18-19  0+69+4[73]=73                

      
            

        
                

             
           

        
                

           
11  2,20-28  0+137+3[140]=140                             

              
           

            
            

        
       

                    
                  

               
             

           
          

            
          

                  
             

        
           

                      
             

12  2,29-30  0+18+2[20]=20                  
               

        
13  2,31-37  5+90=95                                                                   
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Jeremiah 3    

                                                                 14  3,1-5  0+73+2[75]=75                          
            

         
            

           
            

        
      

           
      

        
         


15  3,6-10  6+81+2[83]=89                      

                 
                 

                  
                     

               
                  

             
       


16  3,11-22a  3+181+12[193]=196                           
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Jeremiah 4    

17  4,1-2  0+22+2[24]=24                                 
         

            
         


18  4,3-4  7+26=33                                              

         
                  

             


19  4,5-7  0+44=44                                                 
          

               
            

          
            

        
     

         
        


                                20  4,9  0+12+2[14]=14                                                               

         
         

                  
 A citation, not spoken by God in this context               

                                For a similar case, see 11,16. 

21  4,11-12  0+28=28                                                 
                         

                 
          

            
           


22  4,14-18  0+56+2[58]=58                              
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23  4,22  0+18=18                                                                  

          
     

                  
              

               
                

       


24  4,27-28  4+23=27                                                                         
          

             
             

          
      

             
            

      
     

     
   

      
Jeremiah 5    

25  5,1-2  0+26=26                                                
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26  5,7-9  0+35+2[37]=37                 
            

               
            

      


27  5,10-11  0+20+2[22]=22                                     
              

             
         

               
              


28  5,14  6+14=20                                                             

       
       

      


29  5,15-17  0+46+2[48]=48                 
              

             
       

               
        

               


30  5,18-19  0+34+2[36]=36               
                       

           
     


31  5,20-29  0+127+4[131]=131                

           
          

            
            

            
               

             
          

           
          

        
            

          
         

         
         

    


32  5,30-6,5  0+73=73       ??                                   
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Jeremiah 6    

                                
               

        
          

      
            

           
             

            


33  6,6-8  5+39=44                                                               
       

          
           

             
         

              


34  6,9  4+10=14                                                                          
       

        
           

         
          

          


35  6,11aβ-15  0+73+4[77]=77                       aβ
              

           
               

          
          

             
       

                   
          


36  6,16-20  3+72=75                                                                                   

            
                     

            
         

                   
                

                 
        


37  6,21  4+14=18                                                                
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38  6,22-23  3+29=32                                                                   

                  
            

           
          

              
                    

          
           

       
39  6,27  0+8=8                    

              
          

      
         


 
 

Continue t o Segment 2: Jeremiah 7-12 
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