The Framework to the Song of Moses in Deuteronomy

For a comprehensive discussion of the Setting of the Song in its Framework, see my
article: C.J. Labuschagne, “The Setting of the Song of Moses in Deuteronomy”, in:
Deuteronomy and Deuteronomic Literature: Festschrift C.H.W. Brekelmans, edited by
M. Vervenne and J. Lust, Leuven, 1997, pp. 111-129.

Compositional Structure of the Framework
The macrostructure of the Framework, excluding the Blessing of Moses (33:1-29) - which
was secondarily embedded at the final stage of the redaction of the book - can be outlined in
a perfect menorah pattern, with the Song at the centre:
31:1-13 Outer framework: Moses’ final provisions in view of his imminent death
31:14-23 Interior framework: YHWH charges Moses and Joshua in the tent

31:24-30 Inner framework: Moses’ provisions regarding the Song

132: 1-43 The Song of Moses|

32:44-47 Inner framework: Moses’ final charge to ‘all Israel’
32:48-52 Interior framework: YHWH commands Moses to climb the mountain
34: 1-12 Outer framework: Moses’ death and funeral as well as his necrology

The compositional structure of the Setting of the Song corresponds exactly with that of the
book Deuteronomy as a whole, likewise composed in a perfectly symmetric menorah pattern.

Here, it is the Lawcode that has pride of place, at the centre of the menorah:
Deut. 1-3 Opening narrative: Moses looks backward
Deut. 4 :1-40 Opening prophetic sermon
Deut. 4 :44-11:32 The Horeb covenant

Deut. 12-26 The Lawcode: statutes and stipulations|
Deut. 27-29 The Moab covenant
Deut. 30 Concluding prophetic sermon
Deut. 31-34 Concluding narrative : Moses looks forward

The framework to the Song is a well-planned, skilfully designed, meticulously constructed
numerical composition, in which the divine name numbers have consistently been woven into
the fabric of the text. This is particularly evident in the number of words in the different
sections and more particularly in the speeches by Moses and YHWH, as revealed by the

logotechnical analysis.
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Logotechnical Analysis of the Framework, Part 1: Deut. 31:1-30
Columns a, b: words before, after atnach; c: narrative; d/d: YHWH's, Moses’ words

Outer Framework: Deut. 31:1-13
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Spoken to Joshua: 34 (2 x 17) words v. 7-8
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Part 2 of YHWH'’s speech: Total, v. 21
He orders Moses to write the Song, v. 19-21
Total, v. 16-21
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YHWH gives Joshua his commission, v. 22-23
Total, v. 16-23
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Inner Framework: 31:24-30
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Moses foresees Israel's apostasy  v. 27-29 66 28 38 0 66

Moses’ speech: 82 words Total, v. 24-29 103 =59 + 44 =21 + 82
YHWH'’s speeches 156 (6 x 26) words v. 16-29 280 =161 +119 = 42/ +238*
Numerical Total, v. 14-29 312 =181 +131 = |63+ 249*

Chiasmus  Total, v. 1-13 229 =131 + 98 = [42/+187*
Total, v. 1-29 541 =312 +229 = [105 + 436*
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In Framework, Part 1, (DRI 7700 127NN 4 4 4
the name YHWH occurs 19xand B Q2R 7Y 2 2 2

in Part 2, 7x, |Introduction to the Song|  v. 30 12 =10 + 2 =12
altogether 26x in the entire Total, v. 27-30 78 =38 + 40 = 12 + 66
Framework.* Total, v. 14-30 324 =191 +133 = [75 +249

Total, v. 1-30 553 =322 +231 = [117] +436

Words in the Song, 32:1-43 462 =242 +220 = + 200

Words in Framework, Part 1 + Song, 31-32:43 1015 =564 +451 =379 + 636
Qumran reading 1021 =568 +453 =385 + 636

* The 26 occurences of the name YHWH together with the 8 in the Song give 34 (2 x 17).
* Column d: 238 (14 x 17) words: 82 spoken by Moses and 156 (6 x 26) spoken by YHWH.
* Column d: 249 words: 82 spoken by Moses and 167 spoken by YHWH.

* Column d: 187 (11 x 17) words spoken by Moses: 51 (3 x 17) about his own generation.
* Column d: 436 words: 269 spoken by Moses and 167 spoken by YHWH.
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* The paseq slash (]) after the first word in v. 24 divides the 103 words of vs. 24-29 into 1 + 102 (6 x
17) to create an extra multiple of 17. For a very similar device, compare 32:39, where the paseq

divides the 18 words of v. 39 into 1 + 17. See my Analysis of the Song, Observation 4.

Numerical Features of the Framework, Part 1 (31:1-30)

The Framework is numerically structured by the divine name numbers 17 and 26 in a

most striking way, particularly in Moses’ and YHWH'’s speeches. This is only a tip of the

iceberg, for, as | have illustrated in my commentary, Deuteronomium, Volume Ill, (De

Prediking van het Oude Testament, 1997) the Book of Deuteronomy teems with these

numbers and their multiples. For the speeches attributed to YHWH in particular, see also

C.J. Labuschagne, “Divine Speech in Deuteronomy”, in: Das Deuteronomium:
Entstehung, Gestalt und Botschaft, edited by Norbert Lohfink, Louvain, 1985, pp. 111-

126. The intriguing use of the divine name numbers also holds true for the Pentateuch as

a whole - see C.J. Labuschagne, “The Literary and Theological Function of Divine
Speech in the Pentateuch”, Congress Volume Salamanca 1983 (SVT 36), edited by J. A.

Emerton, Brill: Leiden, 1985, pp. 154-173.

For the implications of the following astounding numerical features of the Framework to

the Song and the conclusions to be drawn as regards the relationship between the

Framework and the Song, consult my Analysis of the Song, especially Observation 5.

In my judgment, these significant numerical features are to be considered hard evidence

for the compositional unity of the Song and its Framework. In themselves, they lead to

the inevitable conclusion that the Song of Moses is anything but a so-called inset hymn

that has its origin elsewhere and was inserted in its present context. It has definitely been

composed integral with its framework and modelled on it; a ‘mosaic’ of speeches.

In the Masoretic text a strong caesura in the form of a large open space, called a

parashah petuchah (P), separates the Outer Framework (31:1-13 + P) from the Interior

(31:14-23) and Inner Framework (31:24-30 + P) from the Song.

In vs. 14-15, which is the preamble to the Interior Framework, YHWH commands Moses

to summon Joshua to the Tent of Meeting to receive his commission. YHWH'’s special

appearance in a pillar of cloud sets the stage for the events to come. Therefore, this

section of the Interior Framework clearly stands apart, which is indicated in MT by, a

parashah setumah (S), after v. 15. This section is significantly composed of 32 words,

which represent the numerical value of kbwd, ‘glory’, signifying YHWH’s appearance in a

pillar of cloud (kbwd =20 + 2 + 6 + 4 = 32).
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e 31:1-6 78 (3 x 26) words in Moses’ first speech, with 17 words in v. 6

e 31:7-8 34 (2 x 17) words used by Moses to address Joshua

o 31:9-12 51 (3 x 17) words used by Moses in addressing his own generation

o 31:13 24 (2 x 12) words used by Moses to speak about future generations

o 31:1-13 187 (11 x 17) words in total spoken by Moses, with 42 in the narrative.

o 31:14-15 32 words, the kabod-number which signifies YHWH's presence
o 31:16-17 55 words, representing the double kabod fomula 55 = 23a + 32b
e 31:16-17 51 (3 X 17) words spoken by YHWH.

e 31:17-18 43 words, with 26 before, and 17 after atnach

e 31:16-18 34 (2 x 17) words before atnach

o 31:14-18 78 (3 x 26) words spoken by YHWH (11 + 67)

e 31:19-20 17 words after atnach

e 31:21 17 words before atnach

o 31:19-21 numerical chiasmus determined by the divine name number 17:
vs. 19-20 42 = 25a + 17b
vs. 21 3l1=17a+ 14b

vs. 19-21 73 =42a + 31b.
o 31:16-21 68 (4 x 17) words after atnach
o 31:16-21 140 (2 x 70) words spoken by YHWH (67 + 73 = 140) , which clearly
alludes to the 70 verselines of the Song.
o 31:22-23 26 words before atnach and 17 words in the narrative (Column c)
o 31:16-23 102 (6 x 17) words before atnach
o 31:16-23 156 (6 x 26) words in total spoken by YHWH (140 + 16)
o 31:24-29 102 (6 x 17) words after the paseq slash behind the first word
e 31:16-29 119 (7 x 17) words after athach
o 31:16-29 238 (14 x 17) words spoken by YHWH (156) and Moses (82)
e 31:14-29 312 (12 x 26) words in total, 167 spoken by YHWH
o 31:1-29 312 (12 x 26) words before atnach
o 31:27-30 78 (3 x 26) words, with 39 in vs. 27-28 and 39 in vs. 29-30
e Invs. 16-29 (excluding the 12 words in 31:30 introducing the Song) there are in total
280 (2 x 140 = 4 x 70) words, which may allude to the 70 verselines of the Song.
Part 2 of the Framework (32:44-34:12) consists of three distinct parts, in the Masoretic text
clearly indicated by a strong caesura, a parashah petuchah (P) between vs. 32:47 and 32:48
and after 32:52 (before the incorporation of the Blessing in chapter 33): the Inner framework
(vs. 44-47), the Interior Framework (vs. 48-52), and the Outer Framework (34:1-12).
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Logotechnical Analysis of the Framework, Part 2 (32:44-34:12)
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YHWH's Final Speech: 77 (11 x 7), v. 48-52 85

= 48

+ 37

=g + 77

Moses+YHWH: 42+77=119 (7x17), v. 44-52 153

= 88

+ 65

= B4 +119

31:16-30 and 32:44-52 445 =259 + 186
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34:1-12

Words in Framework, Part 2, 32:44-34:12
Words in Framework, Part 2 + Song

Words in Framework, Part 1

3 3 3
6 6 6
5 5 5
26 =15 + 11 =]6 + 0
6 6 6
6 6 6
26 =15 + 11 =g + 0O
34 =21 +22 =B34 + 0
34 =18 + 16 =[B4 + 0
176 =109 + 67 =161 + 15

329 =197 +132 =[195 +134

791 =197 +352 =[457 + 334

653 =322 +231 =117 +436

Grand Total of words in Framework and Song 1344 =761 +583 =574 +770

Note the 7 occurrences of the name YHWH in Part 2 of the Framework (32:48, 34:1, 4, 5a,
5b, 10,11). Together with the 19 in Part 1, there are 26 occurrences in the entire Framework.
Including the 8 in the Song, there are altogether 34 (2 x 17) occurrences.

Numerical Features of the Framework, Part 2

Here, as in Part 1 of the Framework, the divine name numbers 17 and 26 are woven into the
fabric of the text in an astounding way, particularly in Moses’ and YHWH’s speeches. There
is also reason to believe that the conspicuous multiples of 7, the number of fullness, and 11,
the number of fulfilment, are deliberate. Note the 7 cantos of the Song and its 462 words, a

multiple of 7 and 11 (66 x 7 = 42 x 11).

32:44-47 68 (4 x 17) words in the Inner Framework containing Moses’s Speech,
with in the narrative part (Col. ¢) and 42 (6x7) in the speech (Col. d)

32:48-52 85 (5 x 17) words in the Interior Framework with YHWH’s Speech,
with 77 (11 x 7) in YHWH’s speech

32:44-52 153 (9 x 17) words: in the narrative, 119 (7 x 17) in the speeches

31:16-30 + 32:44-52 Column d: 357 (21 x 17) words: 233 for YHWH, 124 for Moses

34:2-3 17 words before, and 7 after atnach

34:5-6 26 words in total

34:7-8 26 words, with 15 before, and 11 after atnach
34:9-10 34 (2 x 17) in total

34:10-11 26 words, with 15 before, and 11 after athach
34:11-12 26 words, with 15 before, and 11 after athach

34:9 + 34:12 34 (2 x 17) words altogether.
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